Disciple me Lord! Bible Study
New Life Christian Fellowship’s mission statement: New Life exists to connect people to God and others, develop them as followers of Christ, and move them into lifestyles of service. 

The study of God’s Word the Bible has a central role in developing people as followers of Jesus Christ. Our goal as teachers of  ‘Life Application Bible Study’ Life Group is two-fold. First, that we may teach the Word of God after the manner of Jesus and the Apostles. Second, that we may train the group members in methods sufficient for each person to connect with the Lord and allow Him to develop them as followers of Christ through their personal Bible Study.

Studying the Bible with Dependence upon God:

From John 14:25-27 we read these words of Jesus: “These things I have spoken to you while being present with you.  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.”

The work of God’s Holy Spirit as well as God’s intention to teach, train, and bring up the willing soul in His truth and lifestyle is apparent though-out scripture. The Bible is studied best when we approach our Lord in dependence upon Him as our ultimate teacher and the revealer of truth. Read the passage from John chapter 14 again, only start with verse 21 to get a more complete sense of just how close and intimate God wants to become with you.

Pray: Before you start your reading and studies take a few moments to come to quiet prayer. Just quiet yourself before the Lord not asking anything, not wanting anything, not saying anything. Wait upon Him for just a bit in full dependence, He knows what you need, He knows you are coming to read and study His Word. (See Isaiah 40:30 through 41:1)
After some quiet waiting now ask the Holy Spirit to guide you as you study, to teach you all things, to bring to your mind what you have already learned and show how it all connects.
A THREE FOLD APPROACH
1) Inductive Bible Study:
Induction is a transfer of flow that happens when we get close to a source.

Inductive Bible Study focuses on getting close to the source by asking basic questions of the passage under study: who, when, where, what, how, and why. In addition it is important to look at the context or setting in which the teaching is occurring so that we have a proper framework for understanding what is being done and said. 
If time permits it can be very helpful to start by simply reading through all of the passages for the weeks study once before asking the inductive questions.
Read each of the week’s scripture portions, one section at a time making notes by using the following questions as applicable:

· Who are the main persons involved?

· Is there an importance to When and Where this is this taking place?

· What action is happening and How is it being accomplished?

· What is being taught by these passages?

· Why is this happening or why is this being taught?

2) Capture and process any insights you have gained and any questions which the scriptures have brought up for you.
· As you study the Word of God under the guidance of the Holy Spirit you will gain insights. Take some time to record and process those insights. Do those insights ring true when compared to what you know about the rest of the counsel of the Bible? Do other scripture verses or passages come to mind which support those insights?
· What questions do you have about what is being said, done, or taught in these passages of scripture? Do you know other scripture passages which give an answer to these questions? What do you think the answer(s) might be?

· Be sure to bring your insights and any remaining questions to group for discussion. Or call/email one of the group members this week and discuss.
3) Discern and put into practice the Life Applications the Lord is showing you. 
· As you know by now, God’s Word the Bible is filled with challenging and life changing applications which reveal the will of God to the willing. We should always expect to come away changed from our encounters with our Lord.
· Look for and record life applications from each weekly reading assignment. These may be commandments of God, direction on how to live, or perhaps they arise from the insights the Lord has given you during the week’s study. A life application, against which we choose to alter some aspect of how we have been living, should be solid and apparent rather than speculative or unsure. If there is no conviction that it is God’s will for your life then move on to another.

· Spend some time with the Lord in reflection to discern how a particular application can be put into practice in your life. Life change, ‘disciple me Lord!’, takes time and effort. Often details are gained and insights expanded only when we begin to actually live these out with Jesus. Better to make solid application of one thing that we are certain is the will of God for us than to make half starts on many things. Have patience, we are works in progress.
· Please share what you discover with your life group, that is what we are about. Or call/email one of the group members this week and discuss.
2 Timothy 2:15
Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
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