Theme for New Community Fellowship Meetings in the year 2000: Obey Your Thirst

Sermon Title: Focusing on Eternal Life

(All text between the start and stop lines should be used in the overhead, All underlined words to be blank underlines in the handouts, all words in ( ) to be omitted from print.)

Start -----------------------------------------------------------------

A. Introduction:

(A thumbnail sketch of how we arrived at where we are today.)

1. Man was created in God's Image, 


Genesis 1:27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

2. The creation of God, including man, was initially good, 


Genesis 1:31a Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good.

3. Through Sin, Separation from God passed to all mankind,


Rom 5:12,14a Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned...

...death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam


Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.

4. Even in separation Man still thirsts for God, either to know God or to be god.  

(This has led to the establishment of many strange religions.)

 Eccl 3:11b Also He has put eternity in their hearts, except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end.

5. God's plan of grace and redemption for mankind began early.

(Even in the garden innocent animals were sacrificed to clothe Adam and Eve.)

Old Testament saints were given God's salvation to look forward to.

Gen 15:6 Abraham: believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

(Throughout the old testament we see the promise and shadow of God's salvation plan.)

6. The Law of God was introduced showing His desire for us and revealing our sinfulness.

Rom 7:12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good.

Gal 3:19a What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made

Gal 3:24 Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith.

7. In the fullness of Time God sent forth Jesus to be our savior.

Gal 4:4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,

8. Jesus came preaching repentance and the promise of the Gospel.
Mark 1:14b-15 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel."


Jesus' message proclaimed the coming fulfillment of God's warnings and justice concerning mans trespasses and sins.


Jesus' message proclaimed pardon and eternal life for those who would believe on Jesus and receive grace from Him.

Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Throughout the Old Testament we have God's call to salvation and life which is to be revealed.

Throughout the New Testament we have God's more complete revelation of this call to eternal life through Jesus Christ.

 (And that is how we arrived at where we are today, some in belief, some in unbelief, faced with our own sinfulness which separates men from God, and also with God's plan and offer of salvation and eternal life through Jesus.)

B. Main topic: Focusing on Eternal Life:

What is Eternal Life and what is included in it?


(Let's take a deeper look at this 'Eternal Life' that God is calling mankind to. It is this very Life that He has called us to which provides a proper focus for the thirsting we have in our souls for God. And our encouragement to you through our New Community services this year is to 'obey your thirst'.)


The obvious concerning eternal life is life after death, that we who believe would not 'perish' but have 'everlasting life'. 

John 3:16-17 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. "For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

John 3:36 "He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."


In addition to living forever within God's presence and enjoying what He chooses to provide there are three areas of focus which we need to understand concerning Eternal Life:

1. Eternal Life focuses on Jesus Christ, who is both it's source and substance. 

Jesus the source: I Jn 5:11-12 And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.

Jesus the substance: John 14:5-6 Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?"

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

Acts 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."

(For you and I to fully understand the gift of life which God has provided we begin at the source and with the substance of that gift, Jesus Christ. We also must realize that God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ. For those who have received Him this means that He is not just Savior from judgment to come (the Christ or Anointed one) but also our Lord to whom we now owe allegiance and our obedience.)

2. Eternal Life includes restoration to God in this present lifetime. Not simply waiting for what is to come.


a. Eternal Life is redemption and reconciliation to God.

Redemption means to buy back.

Reconciliation means removing all that divides. 


(To grant Eternal Life God bought us back. This involved both facets of redemption: God owned us and lost us to sin but now buys us back, and like a store coupon He held the right of redemption and chose to do so. Through the death and resurrection of Jesus God has also removed our sin which divided us from Him.)

Col 1:13-14 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

Col 1:19-21 For it pleased the Father that in Him (Jesus) all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled


b. Eternal Life includes adoption into God's family. 

Rom 8:15-17 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs-- heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.


c. Eternal Life is intended to develop us in character and deeds.

Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

Rom 8:29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.

3. The Lord Jesus defined Eternal Life as knowing God.

(In His prayer to the Father) John 17:3 "And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent."

How can we know God?


His creation gives us examples of relationships: (As we look around us what 
works?)


Person to person, parent to child, spouse to spouse it is the same as getting to know anyone else. (Peace, patience, trust, honesty, and time tend towards interpersonal understanding. Strife, envy, hatred, etc. plus time tend towards separation.)


There is a difference between knowing God and knowing about God.


(To know about requires only facts, to actually know includes relationship.)

Getting to know someone involves two main parts:


The persons physical representation. (This is easy on someone you can see and physically hear, but not on someone like God Whom you can't see, like a penpal.)

God is represented by what He has created and through the form of Jesus.


Secondly, the persons character, what are they like based on the things they say and the things they actually do? (With God we can read about what He said and did, this helps us to know about God. We also need to walk with Him, to live out and obey the directives of His word so we can experience God on a first hand basis, eternal life.)

Some don't proceed further in really knowing God due to fears, feelings of unworthiness, anger at their lot in life.


Experience reveals that when you actually get to know someone the picture you have of them changes.

A look at God's heart:

(Let's take a quick look at some Bible passages which reveal what God is like and what His heart is towards us.)

In regards to His commandments: (In relating to Moses the peoples reception of the Ten Commandments, God said:)

Deut 5:29 'Oh, that they had such a heart in them that they would fear Me and always keep all My commandments, that it might be well with them and with their children forever!

In regards to our salvation: (Through the prophet Ezekiel, God said:)

Ezek 18:30b-32 "Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies," says the Lord GOD. "Therefore turn and live!"

In regards to His Love for us: (Jesus said:)

John 16:26-27 "In that day you will ask in My name, and I do not say to you that I shall pray the Father for you; for the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved Me, and have believed that I came forth from God."

The angry can forgive Him knowing He has their best in mind.

The fearful and those with feelings of unworthiness can approach in confidence.

The ignorant (which includes all of us) can begin getting to know God.

C. Conclusion: Taking hold of Eternal Life
Phil 3:12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.

(Let's bring this around full circle and focus on you and me.)

(When we turned to God for salvation we received a great gift, 'Eternal Life'. 

Through receiving Jesus' finished work for us on the cross and at the tomb we have been granted pardon for our sins and given the hope of fellowship with God forever rather than judgment and eternal punishment. This is great news but it is not the whole story on the 'Eternal Life' we have been called to.)

We need to focus on the source of the gift:


(No more toying with whether or not I am worthy enough, your not! Christ died for us while we were still sinners.


No more playing with philosophies of man's capabilities and goodness or the virtue of his religions, all have sinned and come short of the glory of God and apart from God there is no savior.)


The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life thorough Jesus Christ our Lord. Romans 6:23

We need to focus on the restoration of our lives in the here and now, which God intended through this gift of life:


(You were redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus, that you should no more live as the world does. 



We have been adopted into God's family, reconciled to Him.


God's plan is for us to develop in Christ like character, deeds, and obedience towards God. Our part is to receive this intent of His gift and cooperate with Him in our development.)

We need to focus on knowing God, (John 17:3)


(For you and I this means:


- Putting aside fears, unworthiness, anger at God.


- Applying ourselves to learning His word, the Bible.


- Applying ourselves to seeking His direction for our daily lives in prayer.


- Applying ourselves as doers of His words, not hearers only.


In doing so we can both come to know about God and come to personally know Him 'Eternal Life' as we live out and allow God to direct the experiences of our lives.)

Stop ------------------------------------------------------------------

May our Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ our Lord with the Holy spirit of God bless you in fullness of belief and action. Amen.
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