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(Greeting, it is always a pleasure to come here, this is my last scheduled appearance here.)

‘Faithfulness, Someone you can count on’

Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

The Fruit of the Spirit…what is it about fruit?
-Fruit is food, but not just plain food usually very sweet and delicious food. -Fruit is nourishing, it holds essential nutrients vital for a healthy life.

-Fruit is desirable, it is attractively packaged and the contents are worth the unwrapping.

-Today once again we are not looking at apples and bananas, mangoes or oranges, but at the fruit of the Lord’s Spirit, as Paul calls Him in Romans 8: The Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of the one Who raised Jesus from the dead. And He dwells in you and is with you from the time you receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord and every step of the way as you obey God from the heart. This is His fruit, the highest and best which God has preserved to be enjoyed by those who love Him.

The fruit of the Spirit is …. faithfulness

Biblical definition of faithfulness 

Faithfulness is only found in two places in modern English NTs and in actuality both are really the original root word faith:

Romans 3:3 For what if some did not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness (Faith) of God without effect? 

Galatians 5:22 Fruit is ‘Faith’

The ‘fulness’ in Faithfulness seems included in these two passages by the translators as a means to show the quality of continuation. (To be Faithful vs I have Faith.)

But as good students of the Bible we need to travel back and look carefully at the root concept of Faith in order to understand what we are reading in regards to this quality of continuance.

Exactly what is this item or fruit to which the quality of continuance is being applied as suggested by ‘fulness’?

If license to translate in this manner were applied to some of the other words in Galatians 5:22 what would we have? Not joy but joyfulness, not peace but peacefulness, (lovefulness?), you get the idea.

It is not my intention to split hairs with translations, but before we proceed into our theme of: ‘Faithfulness, someone you can count on’, I want us to take a deep look into what faith is, where faith comes from, and what part it is meant to play in our lives.

The Greek word used in today’s Galatians 5:22 passage is the same word which is translated as ‘Faith’ throughout the NT.

In Strong’s Concordance of the Bible Greek Dictionary we find the word-

Pistis (pis'-tis) meaning; persuasion, i.e. credence (belief); moral conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstractly, constancy in such profession (faithfulness); by extension, the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself:

Throughout the NT you will find Pistis translated as: assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity.

From Vine’s Expository Dictionary of NT words we get some further insight:

Pistis, primarily, "firm persuasion," a conviction based upon hearing, is used in the NT always of "faith in God or Christ, or things spiritual."

The word is used of (a) trust, (b) trust-worthiness, (c) by association: what is believed, the contents of belief, the "faith," (d) a ground for "faith," an assurance, (e) a pledge of fidelity

The main elements in "faith" in its relation to the invisible God, as distinct from "faith" in man, are especially brought out in the use of this noun and the corresponding verb, pisteuo; they are (1) a firm conviction, producing a full acknowledgement of God's revelation or truth, (2) a personal surrender to Him, (3) a conduct inspired by such surrender

The core quality, regarding this word ‘Faith’ or ‘Persuasion’, which I want to communicate today is that it is: a conviction based upon hearing.

Paul states this concept directly in the book of Romans.

Romans 10:17 So then faith (pistis) comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Secondarily we can look at a kindred word corresponding to our focus today, the word:  faithful, then later we will take a more complete tour of the idea that there is ‘Someone you can count on’

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(He is faithful) This verse speaks of the Lord’s faithfulness.

Returning once again to Strong’s Concordance of the Bible Greek Dictionary we find this to be the word:

Pistos (pis-tos'); meaning trustworthy; or trustful:

From Vine’s Expository Dictionary of NT words we see that this word Pistos is used in

two contexts in the NT: passive sense "faithful, to be trusted, reliable," active sense signifying "believing, trusting, relying,"

Both of the related words above (Pistis) Faith and (Pistos) Faithful come from the same root or primary word so is will be helpful for us to look at that for a moment. With my comments added.

Peitho (pi'-tho); a primary verb meaning; to convince (God wants to convince us of the truth through Christ); by analogy, to pacify or conciliate (God wants to pacify our doubts, to concile or re-concile our minds to His); reflexively or passively, to assent (God wants to bring us to assent or belief, the knowledge of Him), to rely by inward certainty (God wants to bring us into reliance on Him through certainty of truth within).

Romans 10:17 So then faith (pistis) comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. (Belief based on having heard, reliance through inner certainty, persuaded and convinced from what the Lord has communicated through His word)

(Expound on each below in regards to this definition)

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith (pistis), and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God

Hebrews 10:38 Now the just shall live by faith (pistis); but if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him."  

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith (pistis) it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

Galatians 5:22 The fruit of the Spirit is ….. faith, faithfulness (pistis)

The persuasion, the conviction, the belief, the inner certainty, comes from hearing the word of God.

In John 10:26-28 Jesus said: My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. (Self preservation prevents us for the most part from following something or someone we don’t believe to be true.) Repeat: Jesus said: My sheep hear My voice.

Hearing through the Bible: 

(The story of the rich man and Lazurus)

Luke 16:29-31 Abraham said to him, 'They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.' And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.' " 

(an awesome statement when you think about it, God has an expectation that those who have the Bible books will hear through them or have their main opportunity through them, whether read or preached or taught.)

Hearing by the Holy Spirit:

In John 14:26 Jesus said: But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.

Further in John 16:13-14 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.

(It is a large part of the ministry or job description of the Holy Spirit to allow us to hear the word of God, reminded of the words of Christ, informed regarding any specifics we need to know, our job is to make sure we are listening, spending the time with God to hear.)

Now that we have a more complete understanding of this fruit of the Spirit ‘Faith’, where it comes from (hearing the word of God), why it is here (for: persuasion, belief, inner certainty which can be acted upon with confidence), we now know what is meant when we are called to walk in it, continue in it, that is: Faithfulness.

To believe based on what we know we have heard from God, to continue to seek to hear from God that we might have the fullness of what we need to believe, through this faith we are saved and through this faith we live lives that please God and so enjoy this fruit which the Holy Spirit freely supplies us.

We are but beggars who have found bread and are so sustained.

Naked vagabonds now clothed from on high.

Homeless wanderers who now shelter securely.

Let us not forget the others, to offer this bread, these clothes, this shelter of Christ to meet their needs.

Romans 10:11-15 For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame." For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."  

How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? 

All of us as Christians are called by God to take up this task as a personal responsibility, that others may hear His word. (Remember, faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.) Through unashamedly sharing our faith, through teaching, through preaching, by either going ourselves or by aiding those whom God appoints to go. Through Bible distribution and/or support of Bible distribution programs, through inviting those the Lord brings us to Church and to Christian groups and activities.

Share the bread, offer the clothes, offer God’s lodging. In doing so as a lifestyle we walk out the faith, our persuasion, and so live and move in this fruit of the Spirit, Faithfulness.

James said it like this: “I will show you my faith by my works”

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Now we are ready to look at:

Faithfulness: Someone you can count on.

For a Biblical look at Faithfulness we need to turn to the Old Testament where we find that the situation is exactly opposite of the New Testament.

The word Faith is hardly used in the Old Testament at all, surprised?

One time God calls the children of Israel “a perverse generation, Children in whom is no faith”, and of course we have the prophet’s saying, often quoted in the New Testament that: “the just shall live by faith”, but that’s it.

What we do find in the Old Testament is the word Faithfulness, the target of our sermon today.

God’s Faithfulness, mentioned many times in Old Testament, is actually not explained by the passages we find there, but rather it is proclaimed as a fact. What facts are being proclaimed?

Again from Strong’s Bible Dictionary, this time the Hebrew side we find the word

'emunah (em-oo-naw'); literally firmness; figuratively security; morally fidelity:

From Vine’s Expository Dictionary of OT words:

'emunah (em-oo-naw'); "faithfulness." 

The basic meaning of 'emunah is "certainty" and "faithfulness." 

I think that it is interesting that the OT passages do not so much define this word as they do proclaim it. Faithfulness as a quality is apparently part of God’s covenant with man, whether the covenant of the Law from the OT or the covenant of Faith from the NT.

I have often marveled about God, in that whenever it was that He chose His own qualities and who and what He was going to be like, aren’t we glad that he chose to be a person of faithfulness? In fact if God had not chosen this then we would have basically nothing to rely on in this life at all. Nothing that could be fully trusted as faithful.

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

I want to close out today by reading you a number of the Old Testament passages which proclaim God’s faithfulness followed by two questions.

Ps 36:5 Your mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 

Ps 37:3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness. 

Ps 40:10 I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart; I have declared Your faithfulness and Your salvation; I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your truth from the great assembly. 

Ps 89:1 I will sing of the mercies of the LORD forever; with my mouth will I make known Your faithfulness to all generations. 

Ps 89:8 O LORD God of hosts, Who is mighty like You, O LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You. 

Ps 98:3 He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of Israel;

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Ps 119:75 I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are right, and that in faithfulness You have afflicted me. 

Ps 119:90 Your faithfulness endures to all generations; You established the earth, and it abides. 

Ps 143:1 Hear my prayer, O LORD, give ear to my supplications! In Your faithfulness answer me, and in Your righteousness. 

Isaiah 11:5 Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, and faithfulness the belt of His waist. 

Lam 3:22-23 Through the LORD's mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness. 

Hosea 2:19-20 "I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and justice, in lovingkindness and mercy; I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, and you shall know the LORD. 

First question: Can you count on a faithful man?

Yes you can, but only to the extent of that man or woman’s calling and ability.

Once we begin to require of someone more than they have been given things begin to breakdown, expectations begin to go unmet. Often it is not that person, but rather us who are demanding to much faithfulness.

Even a ‘Super Pastor’ still needs a lot of support or everything eventually breaks down.

In the book of Acts we get to see the criteria they used for choosing leaders over them:

Acts 6:3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business.

Second question: Can you count on God? Is God someone you can count on?

Yes you can, and He is without limitations.

You cannot pray a prayer the He cannot answer, though it may not be the answer you want.

You cannot out-give Him to the point where He can no longer meet your needs.

You cannot wear God out or weary Him even if what you choose causes Him grief.

He will not be shocked by your sins or surprised by your choices.

He will never turn away from you in need regardless of how you got there.

He is the one calling you to have faith based on hearing Him, that reliance due to inner certainty, that persuasion, and then with it to be faithful and live in faithfulness.

2 Timothy 2:13 “If we are faithless, He remains faithful”

(Pray, offer prayer afterwards)

