Human Confusion and Self Destructive Tendencies
(I keep scriptures #1 and #7)
My youth, characterized by confusion and self destruction.

Did not understand the reasons for these things at the time but have since been schooled by the Lord.

Spent my youth in: hiding, avoidance of reality, self protection, self justification. The Bible verse that described me best was: (1) Ephesians 2:12

Perhaps some of you are like that you feel lost even alone and without God in this world.

Others of you, maybe all of you, are very secure in your faith, you would say to me ‘I’ve escaped that, I know God, I know Jesus, and He has made a huge difference in my life’.

Perhaps some of you are still playing with the idea of letting Jesus Christ come into your heart and become Savior and Lord of your lives.

Either way, we are or we know people, family and friends perhaps, who are living lives of confusion and who have fallen into self destructive behaviors.

Invited to come and talk about this subject tonite, so I am a guest, and I want to be a gracious guest. A gracious guest will not do all the talking, hoping for a healthy give and take.

On the other hand you are my host, and I thank you for the invitation, I hope to find you all as a gracious host, ready to listen and ready to interact.
Prayer

---------------------------------------------------------

(show them my plant) 
A fruit tree or plant is known by it’s fruit, by what it produces.

Observations about the plant from what we can see (what do you notice?)

(show the first picture of a tree with fruit)

The type of fruit it produces depends upon what kind of tree it is. (Good fruit, bad fruit)
Jesus and other in Bible used many comparisons between people and fruit bearing plants/trees in His teachings: example
(2) Matthew 7:15-20

Using fruit trees as a word picture for describing human beings we really only see the fruit of each person’s life in different seasons of that life. What is often unseen are the reasons why they bring the kind of fruits which they do, the root or character of the person.
(show second picture, tree with roots)
Things to notice about a fruit tree:
· Cut of branch, cut off trunk, what happens?
· Roots are hidden unseen, character of a person is also that hidden unseen part

· tend to reproduce tree (Bible teaches that the character of the parents is passed on to the children, something to watch out for in yourselves)

What does it look like when a person is confused about life, what kind fruits  (decision and behaviors) do you generally see?

What are some of the most common self destructive behaviors which you are seeing among the people you know?

(List each one, mark on drawing)
What might be the unseen cause or reason found within that person’s character for why they are bringing forth such decisions and behaviors?

(List answers, mark on roots of drawing)

Taking a look at Adam and Eve, how confusion and self destruction got into the human race in the first place. 
(let’s read that)
3) Genesis 3:1-7

They made a choice to disobey God and became sinners, lost their innocence, naked and ashamed.

4) Genesis 3:8-13

Hiding and blaming others for their condition.
The Bible clearly teaches that Adam’s sin has passed into the character of all his descendents, you and me, like the root of a fruit tree reproduces the tree. (one scripture that mentions this)
5) Romans 5:12

Mankind can have a very mixed up character, nevertheless God, in whose image we are made, had already planned and has put into our lives character forming tools known as His commandments.
(who can tell me what the two greatest commandments from God are?)

6) Matthew 22:37-40
(show the third picture with two main tap roots)

These two greatest commandments are the two main tap roots which God has put into every human heart, according to the Bible even in the hearts of those who don’t know it.

God has defined these to main roots for us further

(Do you know the Ten Commandments, can we list them?)

7) Exodus 20:1-7 (reference if needed)
(show the fourth picture with ten commandments on the tap roots)

What might we see as the results or fruit of disobedience/obedience to these commandments of God? (don ‘t need to cover all of them)
In the Christian’s life: that is a person who has come to Jesus for salvation from sin and the power to live a new life, the Bible teaches us that God is wanting to develop in us the Fruit of His Holy Spirit.

(Clear contrast, Fruit of the Holy Spirit vs works of the flesh.)

8) Galatians 5:19-26

For those who have not yet come to Jesus for salvation from Sin and from the consequence of living in disobedience towards God:
Amazing thing about God’s law and it’s work on us before we receive Jesus, God law give us the knowledge that we are personally un-righteous, that we are not holy but un-holy, that we have personally sinned against God and our fellow man breaking God’s commandments.

For instance- have you ever told a lie? What’s that make you? Have you ever stole anything? What’s that make you? Have you ever committed adultery? (Jesus said if you look upon another person with lust you have committed adultery in your heart.) What’s that make you? So under God’s law we are all convicted of being lying adulterous thieves having lived disobediently towards God and worthy of the coming wrath of God on judgment day, and we only covered three of the Ten Commandments. Wow, no wonder humans are so confused about life and often end up in self destructive tendencies!

9) Romans 3:19-20

----------------------------------------------------------
Hopefully if you are in Christ: a grace by faith saved believer for whom Jesus’ death pays the penalty for your sins and misdeeds and for whom Jesus’ resurrection life is becoming more and more your life. Hopefully if that is where you truly stand then you can see from what we have been discussing that there are deeper issues in the lives of the people around us than meet the eye, that we also were disobedient and living contrary to God before salvation, and that it’s of vital importance for us to extend the grace and understanding of God towards those who are still without Him. Vs what we might usually do which is to write people off as big pains in the ass. Patience, prayer, and compassion, with a willingness to share of yourself and what you have found in Christ is what is needed for others to see that they can come to Him and be saved and changed.

(example of John’s friend in Mexico)

How does a person change from being a bad tree (bad character) that brings forth bad fruit (actions words deeds) destined for the fire of Hell into being a good tree (good character) which brings forth good fruit (the actions, words, deeds of God) destined for eternal life?
First of all repentance, to turn around from your way and by God’s power begin to go God’s way

10) Acts 17:30

11) Ezekiel 18: 30b-32

From Jesus’ own words”

12) Mark 1:14-15

What is the Gospel or good news?
(Best read from the scriptures)

13) 2 Corinthians 5:20-21

14) Romans 5:6-10

15) Romans 6:4
16) Romans 7:4-6

The promise of God
17) John 14:21-24

---------------------------------------------------------

Scriptures in order-

1)
Ephesians 2:12

that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God  in the world

2)
Matthew 7:15-20

"Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them. 

3)

Genesis 3:1-7

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" 

And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.'" 

Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. 

4)

Genesis 3:8-13

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 

Then the Lord God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?" 

So he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself." 

And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?" 

Then the man said,"The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate." 

And the Lord God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?"

The woman said,"The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 

5) 

Romans 5:12

Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned — 

6)
Matthew 22:37-40

Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 

7)

Exodus 20:1-17

And God spoke all these words, saying: 

"I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. "You shall have no other gods before Me. 

"You shall not make for yourself a carved image — any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 

"You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain. 

"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. 

"Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the Lord your God is giving you. 

"You shall not murder. 

"You shall not commit adultery. 

"You shall not steal. 

"You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

"You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor's." 

8)

Galatians 5:19-26

Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. 

9)

Romans 3:19-20

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

10)

Act 17:30 
Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent
11)

Ezekiel 18: 30b-32
"Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies," says the Lord God. "Therefore turn and live!" 

12)

Mark 1:14b-15

Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." 

13)

2 Corinthians 5:20-21

Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
14)

Romans 5:6-10

For when we were still without strength , in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. 

15)

Romans 6:4

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

16)

Romans 7:4-6

Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another — to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God. For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were aroused by the law were at work in our members to bear fruit to death. But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, so that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter. 

17)

John 14:21-24

He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him." 

Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?" 

Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me. 

---------------------------------------------------------
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