Sermon notes:

(Last week not the first time I preached here, mile high, baptism, thank you for being the type of people who share what the Lord has given you. Mark of a great church.)

Happiness in Spite of Hurt, Handling Harassment for Your Faith

Matthew 5:10-12 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

What does it mean to be blessed? What is blessed? (When I am blessed there is:) Connection with God person to person. Peace in my soul that He is in control. Happiness based upon His reality. Sensing or feeling that I am part of it.

Blessed are you when they revile you…

The New Testament word for revile means: to defame, rail at, chide, taunt:

cast in your teeth, reproach or upbraid you.

Blessed are you when they persecute you…

The New Testament word for persecute has the meanings: either (a) "to put to flight, drive away," (b) "to pursue," from these the meaning "to persecute"

Blessed are you when they say all kinds of evil against you:

FOR JESUS SAKE. Because you belong to or take a stand for JESUS (not because you deserved it.)

Rejoice and be exceedingly glad!

The New Testament word for rejoice means: to be "cheerful", calmly happy or well-off, be well

Why? Why would I rejoice and be glad over being reviled, persecuted, and named as evil for being a Christian?

BECAUSE JESUS SAYS: Great is my reward meaning: payment for services

(As Christians we don’t tend to think of it in these terms, but God fully intended to pay or reward us for the things we do in Him and for His Kingdom.)

AND BECAUSE: I am in the best of company for: so they persecuted the prophets who were before me.

(Now we could stop right there because in this passage our Lord Jesus has already given us all the information we need in order to: Rejoice and be happy in spite of getting hurt, and to use that same rejoicing, being calmly happy, as a means of handling harassment for our faith.) 

(As a preacher I cannot add to the words or our Lord, but I want us to take a look at how this works in our world today and I want to share some testimony about persecution from my own life.) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Let’s take a look at our world today, the different forms of persecution and how we as Christians might handle such harassment for our faith and walk in the blessing of God: 

Rejection & Harassment are the two types of persecution or mistreatment that you and I are likely to suffer in the part of the world where we live.

Rejection fits the first definition of persecution (given above): to put to flight, to drive away. 

Harassment fits the second definition of persecution: to pursue

Matthew 10:34-39, Ephesians 1:6-7

(Here in America we enjoy laws against harassment as well as a government that is generally supportive of religious freedom, hence the majority of those against our faith stop short of anything greater than rejecting us or verbal harassment, though some may use whatever legal rights they can leverage to harass.)

(Why would this bother us as Christians? What are the forces within us that would block or prevent us from either being open about our faith in Christ in the first place or simply rejoicing when rejected or harassed?)

(Well…Who do we usually have the most impact on in regards to sharing the faith? Strangers or people we know? People we know. And from where does rejection and harassment that affects us on the inside come from? Strangers or people we know? People we know. It can actually be easier to be open about the faith with strangers as it does not affect us as much internally. Jesus said:

Matt 10:34-39 "Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to 'set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; and 'a man's enemies will be those of his own household.' He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.”)

(We all want to fit in, internal longing for acceptance, strong emotions of shame when I find myself excluded, Jeremiah 17:9 "The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?”, my own heart will try to prevent me from opening my mouth when I should based on these longings and emotions.)

(But God who has put a longing for acceptance in our hearts has also provided for us:

Ephesians 1:6-7 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace)

(The Lord is our stake in the ground, the Lord is our frame of reference, the Lord has accepted us shall the condemnation of those who don’t know the Lord now prevent me from honoring His word and name among them? No it cannot. I will swim against the tide of my own heart if need be. For the Lord and for the love of their souls as well.)

Destruction of Property, Bodily harm, Death

Luke 12:4-7 "And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him! Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And not one of them is forgotten before God. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

(I want to be brief here, as I have already been long winded, but we should know that there are many many other members of the body of Christ in this world who suffer greater threat of actual harm in persecution than we are likely to encounter in America.

It is important that we know about the plight of or brothers and sisters, befriend them as we can, perhaps assist those widowed or orphaned in the church through persecution, and remember to pray for them as they live and witness where the Lord has planted them.

China, Sudan, Vietnam, Iran, Iraq are just some of the countries where the government does not protect Christians. India, Turkey, Columbia are countries where the government does what it can but often cannot do enough. ((Hand out authorized??))

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(my story, angry young man but what is under that?, fig leaf hiding shame and inadequacy, façade of aggression and lashing out, people who tried to tell me about Jesus got it, lost alone questioning seeking, when the Lord connected the dots the first ones He connected concerned those I persecuted)

Paul had this to say (not that my small experience comes close to his) Galatians 1:22-24 And I was unknown by face to the churches of Judea which were in Christ. But they were hearing only, "He who formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith which he once tried to destroy." And they glorified God in me. 

(The whole point of my small testimony is that:)

Your witness to people is never in vain, regardless of their response and outward appearance which count for very little in the eyes of God, if we know and understand this, that God is at work on each person, then we can receive the blessing even when we are harassed. Galatians 1:22-24

See people with His eyes, 

Treasure people with His heart,

Share the word and faith in season and out of season as God directs and gives opportunity, God’s Word is powerful let us not be afraid to share it.

Isaiah 55:11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

(I have been priveledged to see many of the toughest guys on the other side of their toughness, ministering in San Quentin, in the cell they let their guard down and you get to meet the person for whom Christ died rather than the façade they show others)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Well what are we to do? No one wants to be persecuted, reviled, or named as evil, we are not to seek persecution as a badge or righteousness, nor are we to shrink from living for Christ. Let’s look at the words or Jesus which immediately follow today’s passage and see if we can catch the right mindset about this business from Him.)

Ultimate encouragement to be open about your faith, sharing God’s word with and offering to pray for others, from Jesus Chris Himself: 

Matthew 5:13-16 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

(It is not them…it’s you! Salt, Light, let it shine!)

(Luke 12:32 Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In Conclusion: (Paul had this to say to his disciple Timothy)

2 Timothy 3:10-14 But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra--what persecutions I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them,

(Pray)

