Preaching Notes

Introduce myself, small town but full of strangers, thank this church for having planted NLCF

Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

‘Happiness through restoration of relationships’

What does it mean to be blessed? What is blessed? (When I am blessed there is:) Connection with God person to person. Peace in my soul that He is in control. Happiness based upon His reality. Sensing or feeling that I am part of it.

The difference between a Peacemaker and a Peacekeeper.


We all know peacekeepers, who “keep the peace”, usually leaving bad feelings.


Peacemakers facilitate true restoration of relationships. 

Peacemakers shall be called sons of God. Not a men’s only club, this if for all of Jesus’ followers:

Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

A Son of God, a person like God, a person after God’s own heart, perceiving/interpreting life through God’s standpoint and acting in that accord.

(All believers are Children of God, it is as we mature through relationship, learning, and being doers of the word that we become Sons.)

(Starting from that point, how do we mature as Sons of God in this area of Peacemaking and from it enjoy the Lord’s blessing of restoration of relationships for ourselves and others?)

The life of a peacemaker is a life of learning obedience towards God, willingness to follow His leadership. (At first it will cut against the grain of our natural inclinations. But as we obey it actually becomes easier.)


Before we can become a peacemaker who helps other people reconcile, God to person, person to person, we must experience such reconciliation and restoration in our own relationships.

Becoming a peacemaker through restoration of relationships involves forgiveness of which there are three parts.



Receiving the unmerited forgiveness of God:

Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ

Forgiving others, including God and yourself:

Matthew 8: 32-33 Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?'



Seeking forgiveness from others and making appropriate restitution: 

Luke 19:8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold."

(Share my own experience. Start with finding myself profoundly lost, receiving the Lord (more detail next week), His leading in forgiveness over those first years, now keeping short accounts)

What if someone does not receive me when I go to them for forgiveness or if I tell them they are forgiven?

Romans 12:18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.

(as much as depends on you…..that is all God asks of you. He will show the next step, perhaps there is more you can do, perhaps not, perhaps He will have you shake the dust off your feet but never in a vindictive sense through permanently closing the door on anyone. As Christians we must remain open to Holy Spirit’s desire to reconcile and heal.)

Becoming a peacemaker involves honest and ongoing attempts to establish or restore our primary relationships:

(Let’s take a look at our primary relationships, they are universally the same, and all of them need to be restored if they are not already. Surprisingly enough each is outlined by direct commandments from our Lord.)

(Detour: The validity of the Lord’s commandments, some clarification so you know where I am coming from.

As Christians, born of the Spirit of God through his undeserved mercy we are not bound under the law as we were when we did not know God, but rather we are now under His grace.

What place then do the commandments of the Lord, the Laws of God, have in the life of a Christian? Seeing that our salvation is based on who Jesus is and what Jesus has done rather than on how well we keep God’s commandments.

God’s commandments have everything to do with our maturity in Christ, our becoming Christ-like, our growth from newly saved children of God into mature Sons of God.

Matthew 5:17-19 "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

John 14:21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him."
How do we return love to the God who first loved us? By keeping His commandments.)

(PPT 1st slide)

When asked what was the first and great commandment Jesus replied:

Matt 22:37-38 Jesus said to him, 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  This is the first and great commandment. 

Our first and primary relationship to establish or restore is our vertical relationship with God or maker.

(PPT 2nd slide)
(And Jesus added to it:)

Matt 22:39-40 And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' 

Secondarily the relationships God would have us establish or restore are the horizontal ones between ourselves and other. (This brings up a stumbling block for many of us, for how can we love our neighbor as ourselves if we don’t love ourselves?)

(By the way you do notice how these two commandments are shaping up? It’s the cross of Christ, the one He said we as his disciples are to take up and bear daily.)

(PPT 3rd slide)

(Next Jesus mentions something very fundamental.)

Matt 22:40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.


The Ten Commandments hang on these.


Jesus’ new commandment hangs on these: John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

(These hang on them or are supported by them, I want to communicate that which is common experience among those who follow the Lord Jesus Christ, that spiritual things are built in proper order, Isaiah the prophet put it this way: 

Isaiah 28:9-10 “Whom will he teach knowledge? And whom will he make to understand the message? Those just weaned from milk? Those just drawn from the breasts? 

For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, Line upon line, line upon line, Here a little, there a little."
Table top and legs. 

God may bless us with pieces of wholeness in various relationships but the fullness does not come until we start with proper foundations.)

PPT 4th slide


If Loving God is settled in my heart then loving man can follow and the rest of the Word of God and His detailed commands will show me ‘how’ to do so. (examples)


If the motive to love my fellow man is settled in my heart between myself and God then loving myself and specific people can follow and the rest of the Word of God and His detailed commands will show me ‘how’ to do so.

The Vertical relationship with God, without which there is no peace to make:

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 

Deuteronomy 5:6-7 'I am the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 'You shall have no other gods before Me.
(My own story……….as I have already said, I was alone and without God in the world, He sought me and I was found of Him. But my life and heart were full of idols, other things, other gods to whom I unwittingly gave my allegiance. As the light of Christ shown greater I was able to see and renounce those things and so come fully to a love relationship with my God. It took time.)

The Horizontal relationship with other people, which will not hold up without the vertical support (like the tabletop without the legs set first), and which without our honest attempt and continued openness we do not become mature son and daughter of God peacemakers.
Leviticus 19:18 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 

John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."

Love my neighbor as myself, OK, love one another as I have loved you OK,….how about we start at the beginning with a relationship that is very primary, let me share about:
Reconciliation with my parents.

Deuteronomy 5:16 'Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may be well with you in the land which the LORD your God is giving you.’

Ephesians 6:2-3 "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth."

Malachi 4:5-6 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the earth with a curse."

(This is a difficult one for many of us, but I give it as and example of a primary relationship which, as Christians, we must do our part to reconcile, otherwise, as it says, it will not be well with us in our secondary relationships with other people, such as marriage. Again this is that principal I have spoken of where first things need to come first in the spiritual world just as in the physical world. I offer this from my life as a guide and example of what it takes to become a peacemaker as well as help for this specific area.)

(- Some will say: You don’t know my folks! See this Christianity stuff gets personal really quick.)

(- Others will say: My folks are already dead what does it matter? God still knows them.)

(Tell my story.)

Conclusion:

2 Timothy 2:20-21 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.

As the children of God we want to be fit and ready for our master’s use. 

People are won to Christ by those who have followed through to maturity as peacemakers and can now lead others in the blessing of restoring relationships.

People are discipled in a substantial manner by those who have followed through to maturity as peacemakers and can now lead others in the blessing of restoring  relationships.

People can be restored to one another furthering the Kingdom of God on earth by those who have followed through to maturity as the Lord’s peacemaking Sons and Daughters

.

Forgive those who have wronged you, seek forgiveness from those you have wronged, do what you can on your part and stay sensitive to the Lord’s leading in your primary relationships, with Him, with yourself, with your family, with others.

(Prayer, offer specific prayer after.)

