Participating As Members of Christ’s Kingdom

Focus: Understanding how to participate as citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven Through:

· Acting upon God’s promises

· Seeking the Lord for what He would have us do.

Christian Hope

1 Peter 3:15

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear,”

[What is the hope that you have as Christians?

2 fold hope for eternal life, hope for life in Christ now]

God’s promises are the basis of our hope

2 Peter 1:2-4

“Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, as his divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”

[Exceedingly great and precious promises that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature. That you may be or become like Christ (divine nature). Through these, the promises, you may participate as He did.]

What are some of the promises of God found in the Bible?

Salvation- Romans 10:9 That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

[Note the ‘through’ on this promise, it requires participation.]

Prayer- Matthew 21:22 And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive. [Again note the participation, that ‘through’ (by doing your part) of this promise you partake in the divine nature (live as Jesus did)].

Few of God’s promises are unconditional.

Genesis 8:22 (given to all mankind) “While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and winter and summer, and day and night shall not cease.”

Hebrews 13:5b (given to those who believe in Jesus) “I will never leave you or forsake you.”

The remainder of God’s promises are conditional, linked to requirements and commandments.

It is through these ‘great and precious’ promises (with instructional conditions) that we learn how to partake of the divine nature or participate as Jesus did. 

Participation is the cause required to bring forth the effect of the particular promise.

Once born again into His family, God’s aim is for us to grow up in likeness to His Son Jesus.

Romans 8:29 “For whom He foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.”

[This cannot be accomplished through learning only but maturity comes from doing and acting upon the word of God, in cooperation and participation in His requirements and commandments.]

Examples of conditional promises:

Salvation is a gift freely offered but it must be received. Romans 10:9 “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

Coming to know God closely and intimately is based on serving the Lord as He directs. John 14:21 “He who has my commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me, And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”

The normal path for financial providence and material blessing from God is based on honoring Him with our increase. Malachi 3:10 “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and prove Me now in this,” says the Lord of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you such a blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it.”

[Those who have families note your joy when the children do right, seek to participate, and obey you. Note your grief and the distance it can cause when they stray, disobey, or are thankful verbally but live selfishly.]

What difference do the promises make between being one who has received salvation through Jesus Christ or one who has not or is an unbeliever?

First the similarities:

The unconditional promise made in Noah’s day, Genesis 8:22.

[There are in fact so many quality of life benefits from God which are enjoyed [and taken for granted] by all, part of Hell’s torment will include the absence of these.]

On the other hand…..


The child of God, saved by the atoning blood of Jesus, forgiven of every offense, given standing as an heir of God and joint heir with Jesus Christ is then called to live a life both with and before God of much greater depth and purpose than mere comfort and food, bodily necessity, and fulfillment of desires.

Our Christ is the great King and our lives are meant to be lived unto His service.

Jesus rules a great Kingdom and each subject has his or her work appointed. Not works to earn acceptance for: “ He made us accepted in the Beloved (Jesus)” Ephesians 1:6b, but works of returned love to our heavenly Father who first loved us.

Ephesians 2:8-10 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

To participate as fully as possible in Christ’s kingdom through living our part of God’s promise-requirements/commandments is the essence and core of the Christian life. 

It is the pleasure of our God in us as sons and daughters.

It is the way (as Peter says) that we partake of the divine nature and thereby, 2 Peter 3:18, “Grow in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.”

How do we know exactly how to participate? 

As in any household, we have a common kingdom but gifts are given individually, callings also differ, many other tasks are common to all members.

How does a Christian learn God’s will, their specific gifting and calling, and the specific works, deeds, actions which they should do? 

There are two parts to this.

First we have the guidebook God’s word the Bible (B.I.B.L.E)

Why is the Bible important to everyone who believes in Jesus?

[Antithesis]

Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and light to my path.”

2 Timothy 3:16 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

1 Peter 2:2 “As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,”

[In 20 years of reading and studying the word I’ve gained much but have also learned that God has more to reveal to me through His word.]


If you are a Christian and yet neglect to feed yourself upon God’s word the Bible, you won’t grow up in Christ, won’t learn God, His will, your calling, His promises.

[Minor exceptions exist, imprisonment in a country where scripture is not allowed.

We even have the Bible on tape and in Braille.]

The second part of learning God’s will happens through prayer and time spent with God.

The Bible is God’s general word given to all, detailed enough in many respects….

We learn in general who God is and who we are before Him, what God is like and in general His will for us. 

There are many common commands not based on gifting or calling.

We also see how God dealt specifically with certain individuals.

[In the Bible King David’s life and faith are a great example, but you and I need our own life and faith with God.]

But….

We do not really learn God for ourselves apart from letting His Holy Spirit deal with us specifically regarding our daily lives and life’s direction.

We need to follow Biblical directives concerning prayer in order to learn the specifics of God’s will for us as unique individuals.

Prayer is the common denominator of those who have faith in Jesus. 

[Strip me of all that I have by any force you may use, but… short of killing me I can not be stopped from prayer.]

The bottom line… if you and I as believers don’t regularly visit with our God through prayer then we are unlikely to discern the specific actions which the Lord would have us take in relation to His word (requirements/commandments) and our daily lives.

Prayer has a variety of facets:

Supplication: the humble entreaty, beseech, implore, intercede

Prayer: addressing God, adoration, confession, requests

Giving of thanks


Along with these a life of prayer also has the active component which brings us as believers into an understanding of how we are to specifically participate in the works God has planned for each of us, (even giving guidance for other prayers).


This part has to do with seeking the Lord, with waiting on the Lord to discern what He would have us participate in and how He would have us do so.

The Bible commands: “Love your neighbor”.

But what actions do I take for neighbor X who is very different from neighbor Y? 

To really be a channel for God’s Spirit towards them, I need to find out from God what to do.

Are we really supposed to ‘hear’ from God? To get specific direction from Him?

[I would suggest a study of the many passages having to do with the role of the Holy Spirit in us.]

John 16:13-14 “However when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, he will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears he will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me (Jesus) for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.”

In order for seeking God to be an active part of a Christians walk life there is a premise which must be understood:

Isaiah 55:8-9 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways”, says the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.”

Common thinking states: God gave me a mind to make decisions with. Yes but as followers of Jesus rather than of ourselves we need to confirm our decisions by seeking Him.

In acknowledging Christ as Lord and submitting as His servant we are to seek God in all things and wait on Him, by listening for His Spirit in prayer instead of just talking I learn the mind and desires of God. Also by submitting my circumstances to Him God is able to manipulate them in a way that reveals His will.

Put the vehicle in neutral and remove your hands from the wheel, be willing to roll forward or backwards, then ask, knock, seek and wait and you will find God, (not always as you wish to find Him or the answer you wanted).

Caution: No man is an island. 

There will never be a time when we don’t need one another for counsel and confirmation concerning the weightier decisions in life. Christians balance one another. 

Common mistakes are made when we bypass the balance that other believers bring to us. 

It may be the saints who wrote the Bible or contemporary fellow believers.

Ecclesiastes 3:9-10, 12b “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their labor. For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, for he has no one to help him up…And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

In conclusion let us obey Hebrews 12:2 and look to Jesus the author and finisher of our faith.

What is His example? How did He participate in His heavenly Father’s kingdom?

(Luke 2:46-47) By age 12 He knew the Holy Scriptures well enough to astonish the temple teachers with His understanding and answers.

John 4:34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.”

John 5:19-20 Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever he does, the Son also does in like manner. For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself does; and he will show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel.

But Jesus is God and I’m not!

But the example of Jesus from Philippians 2 is that although He is God He humbled Himself and lived as a man who served God.

We may have a lot of growing up to do in order to become like Him, but Christ likeness is definitely the target and knowledge of the scripture coupled with a lifelong seeking of God and His specific desire and will for us in light of His word (promises/requirements/commandments) is the path of following Christ.

I want to make sure that I am not discouraging anyone today. Development of a good working knowledge of the Scriptures and a solid prayer life requires time and effort.

I want to encourage you to begin where you are, God accepts us through Jesus and then encourages us to grow just as he has put into the hearts of human parents to encourage their children.

Are there any questions about what I have preached today?

Let’s pray: 

[welcome cards]

Among us this morning are those who are doing well with these things, growing in grace both seeking and finding their life in the Lord. I encourage you to continue. Your adversary the devil will most likely throw roadblocks from time to time.

Today among us are those who have struggled with discerning God’s will for the particulars of life.

I too have struggled at times, often I’ve had God confirm my agenda and later he would help me clean up the mess I made from it.

Pull the vehicle into neutral and persevere. It often takes time to discern God’s will. 

For some this message is new, you are new to Christ or are considering coming to Jesus for salvation.

Embrace Him fully not just as Savior but also as Lord and Master over your life. 

Seek Him, serve Him, obey Him.
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