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Jesus Christ, Son of God – God the Son
Introduction:
All scriptures in this study were taken from the New King James Bible. In each case there are many scriptures which I could have listed, but in the interest of being brief and to the point I have used only few.

Any honest study of the Bible and the history of the Bible will reveal that God has done a special work of preserving the words and integrity of the Bible for us over the years. I encourage anyone to try this: read the Bible for yourself. If this is new to you then start with the New Testament books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. These are the Gospels or ‘Good News’ about Jesus Christ which God has preserved for you. You will not want to have gone through life missing out on the good news of how you can be saved and live forever with God.

As you read about Jesus I challenge you to put the words of the Bible into practice: repent of your sin asking God’s forgiveness, receive Jesus Christ into your heart as God’s only Savior, and set your life to follow Jesus instead of yourself. Everyone I know who has done this has found the peace of God for this life and faith for the life to come. God actually wants to come into your life and take His rightful place as your God, your Lord, and your King. Just like Noah’s Ark in the days of old, to be in Christ is peace, safety, and life, to be outside of Christ (still in our sin) is fear, hazard, and death. God’s leadership, friendship, and presence in your life will do more than just hold you up as you face the difficulties of living on this earth. With each difficulty or task faced He is actually able to build you up, make you stronger, and turn you into a mature person like Himself.  
The promised end of following God’s Savior Jesus is eternal life with God. The promised end of not following Jesus is judgment and eternal death or separation from God. This is so important that nothing else on earth matters in comparison. You are alive to God through His Son Jesus Christ and headed to eternal life, or you are still dead in sin with the rest of mankind and going to hell forever. 
So who is this person Jesus Christ? Knowing the answer to this question will help you to see why your life depends upon Him.

Son of God –God the Son
The message of Jesus which is now spread through the Bible and shared consistently all over the world through Christian believers was first brought to the world by the Apostles whom Jesus chose. After His death and resurrection He commanded them and all Christians after them to take the words of His life and His offer of salvation to all nations so that all peoples could be saved. He promised to be with them as they went. From history we know that this small group of people was used of God to start the church and that the church grew and spread over the whole Roman Empire. Facing strong persecution, often tortured, often put to death, within the first 300 years Christianity became accepted as the official religion of Rome and persecution by the government for the most part stopped. This is a phenomenal thing if you think about it. If the truth of Jesus and His promised presence in the lives of His followers were not true then the persecutions, tortures, deaths would have stopped this movement dead in its tracks. But the Christians did have Jesus and He is really the Son of God and He does really live inside those who are saved and they do really have eternal life to look forward to. Having all this they were able to deny themselves and do as Jesus had asked. The Apostles (and many others) themselves had been witness to Jesus death and had talked with Him after His resurrection from the dead. The people after the Apostles were experiencing the healing of their lives and the peace with God that came from believing and following. The threats of the Roman Government could stop some of the weaker ones but it could not stop new people from coming to this faith.
The clear teachings about who this Jesus Christ is are found in God’s Word the Bible. Each of these points will be discussed. He is clearly set out as:

· The Son of God sent to be our Savior.

· God with us, come as the Son of God to experience a man’s life and to give His life so that mankind may live.

· The person whom God has put in charge of all things until the time of the end.

· The Head of the ‘Church’ which is the people of God on this earth.

· The closest friend you will ever have.

· God’s only way of salvation for sinful man.

Sin was invited into the world by mankind. Each of us has chosen to follow our own way instead of God’s way. We do this because we have inherited a sinful nature from our ancestors and because it is what we choose to do. Sin separates us from God because sin is unholy and God is holy.

The Bible says:

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Isaiah 59:1-2 Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save;

nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear. 

The problem of sin created a problem for God. We are His creation. He loves us dearly. How can He make a way for people to turn away from their sin and come back to Him to be His people? How can He do this and still satisfy His justice that should fall on sin? God’s answer: He would come Himself as Jesus Christ the Son of God, live a full human life without sin, and then pay the penalty of death for every person by being condemned and dying on the cross. His plan always included rising from the dead and returning to be the Lord and Savior of all who believe.

The Bible says:

John 3:16-17 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

John 10:14-18 (Jesus said) I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd. Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father.

Colossians 1:19-23 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight-- if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

We are shown by the Bible that God Himself came to earth in the Man Christ Jesus. In the very beginning of the Bible we see that God reveals Himself in three ways: God, the Spirit of God, and the Word of God (everything was created through His Word: “God said”). From Old Testament prophecies about the coming Savior we see that this one who is to come is not just an ordinary man. His name will be Immanuel which means: God with us, another name for Him will be Everlasting Father and Mighty God. The New Testament Book of John reveals that the Word of God came to live among us. Other New Testament passages show that Jesus and the Father existed together before the world began, that all things were created through Jesus, the Word of God, and that He is the one holding all things together. Some of these passages of scripture are listed here for you to read. God did not leave the job of saving mankind from sin and the punishment of hell up to any other man. There was no one born just of man who could be without sin and offer their self as the sacrifice to take the place of mankind in death. God who is able by His Spirit to be in all places at once, who sees all, who knows all, came to us as the Son of God, Jesus the Christ, and took our place suffering the punishment of our sin and overcoming death by rising from the dead. If we receive what has been done for us through Jesus then God can declare us not guilty and give His Holy Spirit to live in us and seal us for eternal life with Him. If we reject what has been done for us through Jesus then we will have to pay for our own sins and we will remain forever separated from God.
Genesis 1:1-3 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 

Isaiah 7:13-15 Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. (God with us.)

Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

John 1:1-5 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John 17:1-5 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: "Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.

Colossians 1:15-18 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the church, Who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 

1 Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: 
God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up in glory.  

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Jesus Christ came into this world through birth, He went though the experiences of growing up to become a man, He encountered all the problems and temptations that each of us runs into, and He experienced death even in a most horrible way. So He became like us but He was also unlike us in that He did not have a sinful nature and He never chose to give in to the temptations to sin.
Jesus had no sinful nature because He is the Son of God. Not born of a man and a woman, but born of a virgin woman who was made pregnant by God’s Spirit. God did this as His way of sending Himself into our world, into our pain, into our misery, in order to become our Savior whom we could look to and follow and through whom we can be reconciled to God.

Through the Old Testament prophets God promised the coming of the Savior or Messiah (Christ) many times. The Old Testament is also full of stories which in some way picture that an innocent has to give their life to save others. The name Jesus is special it means ‘God Saves’. 
The New Testament focuses on Jesus; that He is the Son of God come to take away the sins of the world. That He has come to be the way of salvation for all people by whom we can return to our true Father, God, and live a life with Him both now and forever. The New Testament also shows us that God has put Jesus in charge of this creation and everything in it. Jesus is the head of the Church, which bears His name and which teaches His truth to all peoples. Jesus is still working today through His people in order to bring all things and all people together under God, either through salvation or through judgment. 
In the New Testament we do read of Jesus being ‘God with us’ and we also see in Jesus the attributes of God, whereas God has put Him in charge of all things concerning this earth and our fate. Jesus also reveals Himself in the New Testament as God through what He says about Himself, after all what person who is only a man can claim to be the savior, the way to God, the bread of life, the light of the world?

The Bible says:

Matthew 1:20-23 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins."  So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying:  "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us."

Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.

Philippians 2:8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 

1 Corinthians 15:20-28 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.  But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming. Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power.  For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.  The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.  For "He has put all things under His feet." But when He says "all things are put under Him," it is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted.  Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be all in all. 

Colossians 1:18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 

Hebrews 9:27-28 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.

John 6:35 And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 

John 8:12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." 

John 10:9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 

John 10:11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.

John 11:25-27 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" She said to Him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world." 

Jesus Christ is the closest friend you could ever have. When you receive Him as your Lord and Savior He sends His Spirit to come and live within you. But be warned: although Jesus wants to be the closest friend anyone could have, He is not messing around with those who reject Him, they will be punished.

The Bible says:

Proverbs 18:24 A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

John 15:15 No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you. 

John 14:23-24 Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me. 

2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power

Psalms 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. 

Jesus Christ is God’s only way of salvation for mankind. There is no other path, there is no other way for us to be saved from our sins, from our selfish nature, from the consequences of our sin which will be death and hell. We cannot make a bargain with God, we cannot pay or pray our way out, and God will not just forgive us unless we repent and take His way of salvation through Jesus. We are drowning in the ocean of sin, God is holding out His hand (Jesus Christ), He wants very much to pull us into the safety of His boat (the Kingdom of Jesus), but we have to take His hand and hold on or we will be lost forever.

The Bible says:

Acts 4:10-12 let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. This is the 'stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.'  Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. 

Philippians 2:5-11 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Romans 14:10-12 For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written: "As I live, says the LORD, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God."  So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.”

John 6:28-29 Then they said to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?" Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent."
Mark 1:14-15 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." 

Every religion we find on earth today was either created by mankind because of our felt need for God or was started by some spiritual being who visited man. (The Bible is very clear that wicked spirits dwell among us; these demons were once angels who followed Satan and rebelled against God. God has left them here to test mankind to see if we will follow His ways or not.) Even Christianity can become perverted as no more than just a religion when man makes it just a bunch of rules and rituals to be obeyed or when churches depart from the teachings of the Bible. Our enemy the devil also looks for every opportunity to turn people away from the truth teaching lies in the name of religion. All religions are dead end streets which will not take you to God. Jesus Christ is not a religion; He is a person Whom you can know. God alone has the power to save mankind and God alone has given us the true way of salvation and life through Jesus Christ.
The Bible says:

John 17:3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

Jeremiah 9:23-24 Thus says the LORD: "Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the mighty man glory in his might, nor let the rich man glory in his riches; 

But let him who glories glory in this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight," says the LORD. 

1 Peter 5:8-9 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.

‘Christian’ Religions:

These have the potential for being true to God’s salvation and life because the truth of Jesus is in them. However, when mankind changes them to be no more than a set of rules and rituals then they become dead religion. When churches depart from the clear teaching of the Bible, either making their traditions of greater importance or allowing evil practices then they depart from God. Jehovah’s Witnesses are a prime example of a group which has re-written the Bible and departed from God to follow their own teachings.
The Religions of Mormonism and Islam:


You can read about each of these in any good Encyclopedia. They were both brought to mankind by ‘angels’. However these angels were unlike the ones in the Bible. The spirit that came to Mohammed threatened to kill him if he did not obey and channel that spirit’s words, the Koran. This is why we see violence attached to this religion. The spirit that brought Joseph Smith the golden tablets of Mormon brought a gospel of working to achieve godhood and working for your salvation instead of trusting Jesus as God’s savior.
Paul had this to say in the New Testament: 

Galatians 1:8-9 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 

Hinduism, Buddhism, and the New Age Religions:


Hinduism worships thousands of ‘gods’ many of whom are directly evil, all of whom the Hindu must appease through rituals or else be afraid of bad ‘Karma’ for the next life or bad things happening in this life. The basic Hindu cannot explain their religion because it is too complicated. The Bible points out these controlling ‘gods’ as demon spirits. 


Buddhism began as an offshoot of Hinduism, Buddha rejected the worship of thousands of false gods, tried to understand wisdom and focused on ‘self’ improvement. It does not seem that he intended his followers to worship him. However Buddhism developed into a full blown religion after the death of it’s founder. 

Both Buddhism and Hinduism embrace a wheel of life concept where your deeds in this life affect you in the next life. Due to this the poor are often neglected among them as ‘deserving’ of their poverty for past sins. This is a false teaching, the Bible clearly shows in Hebrews 9:27 ‘it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment’.
Modern New Age Religions popular in the US and Europe are typically followed by those who are well off and who are very self focused. The pleasant parts of Hinduism and Buddhism are embraced and the unpleasant parts are more or less rejected. New Age is highly self focused, in contrast the Bible calls us to die to self and follow Jesus Who alone leads us to life.
Many other Religions and sub-religions of man could be discussed but the main point is that mankind ‘feels’ our need for God and often tries to reach Him. However mankind has a hard time surrendering control of our lives and submitting to God’s plan of salvation where He is in control instead of us. God loves us and knows that left to our own ways we will perish. He holds out His hand, Jesus Christ, will you take it?

John 20:30-31 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name. 
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