Spiritual Gifts According to the Scriptures
INTRODUCTION

This bulk of this work is intended as an in-depth study guide for those teaching spiritual gifts. The last part includes single sheets dedicated to each gift which can be used as hand-out material for a class or individual. Triple translations have been compared in this work i.e. NKJV/NIV/NLT.
PART 1

A. Spiritual Gifts Main Passages with Breakout Words.

B. Word Studies, words with clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts from the passages that specifically list gifts.
C. Word Studies, words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift. 

PART 2

A. Outline of major points for teaching spiritual gifts in the church.

PART 3

A summary sheet for each gift or gifting group summarizing and showing key passages which define, explain, and/or set boundaries for the gifts. 

Conclusion

Appendix (Minor back up information)
PART 1

A. Spiritual Gifts Main Passages with Breakout Words:
Goal: Using the main passages of scripture that directly teach the existence of specific spiritual gifts, a.) break out and determine definitions for related words from these passages which will shed light on the overall subject of spiritual gifting, b.) compile a list from these passages of the specific spiritual gifts that can and should be taught to disciples.
Note: additional spiritual gifts can be proposed but should only be added to the list once definitively supporting scripture is located, such scripture should be able to identify the category as a ‘spiritual gift’ from God as opposed to natural talents or natural abilities which would be commonly found in the lives of those who have never received God’s Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9).

Note 2: these would be things which the Scriptures distinctly labels ‘gifts or given’ and for which there is indication that they have function as separate parts of the body of Christ as opposed to being something all Christians are called to participate in (i.e. all cells multiply, all cells eat, all cells communicate with the head).

Rom 12:3-8, NKJV
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

Rom 12:6-8, NIV

6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

Rom 12:6-8 NLT
6 In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. 7 If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. 8 If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.

Romans 12:6-8 NKJV/NIV/NLT
break out words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts:

· gifts/gifts/gifts
· differing/different/different

Romans 12:6-8 NKJV/NIV/NLT
break out words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift:

· Prophecy/Prophesying/Prophesy
· Ministry/Serving/Serving

· Teaching/Teaching/Teacher

· Exhortation/Encouraging/Encouraging

· Gives/Contributing to the needs of others/Giving

· Leads/Leadership/Leadership Ability

· Shows Mercy/Showing Mercy/Showing Kindness

--------------------------------------------

1 Cor 12:1-11, NKJV

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 

4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:  8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

1 Cor 12:1-11, NIV
12:1 Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit. 

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.   11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. 

1 Cor 12:1-11, NLT
Now, dear brothers and sisters, regarding your question about the special abilities the Spirit gives us. I don't want you to misunderstand this. 2 You know that when you were still pagans, you were led astray and swept along in worshiping speechless idols. 3 So I want you to know that no one speaking by the Spirit of God will curse Jesus, and no one can say Jesus is Lord, except by the Holy Spirit.

4 There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all. 5 There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. 6 God works in different ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us.

7 A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. 8 To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge. 9 The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of healing. 10 He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. 11 It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.

1 Cor 12:1-11 NKJV/NIV/NLT
break out words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts:

· spiritual gifts/ spiritual gifts/ special abilities the Spirit gives
· diversities of gifts/ different kinds of gifts/ different kinds of spiritual gifts
· differences of ministries/ different kinds of service/ different kinds of service
· diversities of activities/ different kinds of working/ God works in different ways
· manifestation/ manifestation/ gift
1 Cor 12:1-11 NKJV/NIV/NLT
break out words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift:

· word of wisdom/ message of wisdom/ ability to give wise advice
· word of knowledge/ message of knowledge/ message of special knowledge
· faith/ faith/ great faith
· gifts of healing/ gifts of healing/ gift of healing
· working of miracles/ miraculous powers/ power to perform miracles
· prophecy/ prophecy/ prophesy
· discerning of spirits/ distinguishing between spirits/ discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit
· different kinds of tongues/ speaking in different kinds of tongues/ ability to speak in unknown languages
· interpretation of tongues/ interpretation of tongues/ ability to interpret what is being said
--------------------------------------------
1 Cor 12:27-31, NKJV

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the best gifts.

1 Cor 12:27-31, NIV

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts.

1 Cor 12:27-31, NLT
27 All of you together are Christ's body, and each of you is a part of it. 28 Here are some of the parts God has appointed for the church:

first are apostles,

second are prophets,

third are teachers,

then those who do miracles,

those who have the gift of healing,

those who can help others,

those who have the gift of leadership,

those who speak in unknown languages.

29 Are we all apostles? Are we all prophets? Are we all teachers? Do we all have the power to do miracles? 30 Do we all have the gift of healing? Do we all have the ability to speak in unknown languages? Do we all have the ability to interpret unknown languages? Of course not! 31 So you should earnestly desire the most helpful gifts.

1 Cor 12:27-31 NKJV/NIV/NLT
break out words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts:

· appointed/ appointed/ appointed
1 Cor 12:27-31 NKJV/NIV/NLT
break out words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift:

· apostles/apostles/apostles
· prophets/prophets/prophets

· teachers/teachers/teachers

· miracles/ workers of miracles/ miracles

· gifts of healings/ gifts of healing/ healing

· helps/ able to help/help

· administrations/ administration/leadership

· varieties of tongues/ speaking in different kinds of tongues/ speak in unknown languages

· interpret/ interpret/ interpret unknown languages

--------------------------------------------

Eph 4:11-12, NKJV

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

Eph 4:11-12, NIV
 11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up

Eph 4:11, NLT
11 Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 

Eph 4:11 NKJV/NIV/NLT
break out words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts:

· equipping/prepare/equip
Eph 4:11 NKJV/NIV/NLT
break out words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift:

· apostles/apostles/apostles
· prophets/prophets/prophets

· evangelists/evangelists/evangelists

· pastors/pastors/pastors

· teachers/teachers/teachers

--------------------------------------------

1 Peter 4:10-11, NKJV
10 As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

1 Peter 4:10-11, NIV
10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

1 Peter 4:10-11, NLT
10 God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another. 11 Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God himself were speaking through you. Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. All glory and power to him forever and ever! Amen.

1 Peter 4:10-11 NKJV/NIV/NLT
break out words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts:

· received/received/given
1 Peter 4:10-11 NKJV/NIV/NLT
break out words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift:

· speaks/speaks/speaking
· ministers/serves/helping others

--------------------------------------------

Matt 19:11-12, NKJV

11But He said to them, "All cannot accept this saying, but only those to whom it has been given :  12 For there are eunuchs who were born thus from their mother's womb, and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He who is able to accept it, let him accept it." 

Matt 19:11-12, NIV

11 Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it." 

Matt 19:11-12, NLT
11 "Not everyone can accept this statement," Jesus said. "Only those whom God helps. 12 Some are born as eunuchs, some have been made eunuchs by others, and some choose not to marry for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven. Let anyone accept this who can." 

Matt 19:11-12 NKJV/NIV/NLT
break out words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts:

· accept/accept/accept
Matt 19:11-12 NKJV/NIV/NLT
break out words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift:

· eunuchs/renounced marriage/not to marry
END SECTION A
B. Word Studies, words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts from the passages that specifically list gifts.
All Vines references attempt to reference Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words in regard to the particular contextual use of the word in the particular passage.
Romans 12:6-8 NKJV/NIV/NLT

break out words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts:

· gifts/gifts/gifts NT:5486
· differing/different/different NT:1313
gifts: NT:5486 charisma (khar'-is-mah); from NT:5483; a (divine) gratuity, i.e. deliverance (from danger or passion); (specifically) a (spiritual) endowment, i.e. (subjectively) religious qualification, or (objectively) miraculous faculty: 

KJV - (free) gift.

Vines: Charisma: a gift of grace, a gift involving grace on the part of God as the Donor is used of His endowment upon believers by the operation of the Holy Spirit in the churches.
differing/different/different: NT:1313 diaphoros (dee-af'-or-os); from NT:1308; varying; also surpassing:

KJV - differing, divers, more excellent.

Vines: Diaphoros: signifies varying in kind, different, diverse, used of spiritual gifts.

1 Cor 12:1-11 NKJV/NIV/NLT

break out words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts:

· spiritual gifts/ spiritual gifts/ special abilities the Spirit gives NT:4152
· diversities of gifts/ different kinds of gifts/ different kinds of spiritual gifts NT:5486
· differences of ministries/ different kinds of service/ different kinds of service NT:1248
· diversities of activities/ different kinds of working/ God works in different ways NT:1755
· manifestation/ manifestation/ gift NT:5321
spiritual gifts/ special abilities the Spirit gives: In ‘Spiritual gifts’ the word gifts has been added to clarify intent, there is no direct word in the original texts.

NT:4152 pneumatikos (pnyoo-mat-ik-os'); from NT:4151; non-carnal, i.e. (humanly) ethereal (as opposed to gross), or (daemoniacally) a spirit (concretely), or (divinely) supernatural, regenerate, religious:

KJV - spiritual. Compare NT:5591.

Vines: Pneumatikos: always connotes the idea of invisibility and of power. The appointed activities of regenerate men in the churches are also called ‘spiritual gifts’ literally ‘spiritualities’. Also to paraphrase Vine, there are difference in those who are saved whereas one may be a babe in Christ and have not yet attained to a mature practice of spiritual gifts whereas another may through having permitted a bitter root of say jealousy to take hold in their life is no longer able to or in a place to exercise the gifts they have. A person who is spiritual is lead of the Spirit of God and keeps their walk through diligence, confessing sin and continuing to grow in grace and the knowledge of Jesus Christ.
diversities, differences, different are all the same word.
NT:1243 diairesis (dee-ah'-ee-res-is); from NT:1244; a distinction or (concretely) variety:

KJV - difference, diversity.
The focus, in this portion of the passage, on words that may bring more clarity is upon the words: gifts, ministries/service, and activities/working/ways.

gifts is the same word Charisma which was broken out above.

ministries/service: NT:1248 diakonia (dee-ak-on-ee'-ah); from NT:1249; attendance (as a servant, etc.); figuratively (eleemosynary) aid, (official) service (especially of the Christian teacher, or techn. of the diaconate):

KJV - (ad-) minister (-ing, -tration, -try), office, relief, service (-ing).

Vines: Diakonia: the office and work of a diakonos (minister). Minister-a servant, attendant, minister, deacon.
activities/working/ways: NT:1755 energema (en-erg'-ay-mah); from NT:1754; an effect:

KJV - operation, working.

Vines: Energema: what is wrought, the effect produced by.
manifestation/gift: NT:5321 phanerosis (fan-er'-o-sis); from NT:5319; exhibition, i.e. (figuratively) expression, (by extension) a bestowment:

KJV - manifestation.
Vines: Phanerosis: a manifestation.
1 Cor 12:27-31 NKJV/NIV/NLT

break out words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts:

· appointed/ appointed/ appointed NT:5087

appointed: NT:5087 tithemi (tith'-ay-mee); a prolonged form of a primary theo (theh'-o) (which is used only as alternate in certain tenses); to place (in the widest application, literally and figuratively; properly, in a passive or horizontal posture, and thus different from NT:2476, which properly denotes an upright and active position, while NT:2749 is properly reflexive and utterly prostrate):

KJV -  advise, appoint, bow, commit, conceive, give, kneel down, lay (aside, down, up), make, ordain, purpose, put, set (forth), settle, sink down.
Vines: Tithemi: to put, is used of appointment to any form of service. 

Eph 4:11 NKJV/NIV/NLT

break out words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts:

· equipping/prepare/equip NT:2677
equipping/prepare/equip: NT:2677 katartismos (kat-ar-tis-mos'); from NT:2675; complete furnishing (objectively):

KJV - perfecting.

Vines: Katartismos: a fitting or preparing fully, like Katartisis, a making fit, implying a process leading to consummation.

1 Peter 4:10-11 NKJV/NIV/NLT

break out words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts:

· received/received/given NT:2983
received/given: NT:2983 lambano (lam-ban'-o); a prolonged form of a primary verb, which is use only as an alternate in certain tenses; to take (in very many applications, literally and figuratively [properly objective or active, to get hold of; whereas NT:1209 is rather subjective or passive, to have offered to one; while NT:138 is more violent, to seize or remove]):

KJV - accept, be amazed, assay, attain, bring, when I call, catch, come on (X unto), forget, have, hold, obtain, receive (X after), take (away, up).

Vines: Lambano: Vine’s does not address this in direct reference to 1 Peter 4:10 but it denotes either to take or receive. 
Matt 19:11-12 NKJV/NIV/NLT

break out words which clarify or shed light on the subject of spiritual gifts:

· accept/accept/accept NT:5562
accept: NT:5562 choreo (kho-reh'-o); from NT:5561; to be in (give) space, i.e. (intransitively) to pass, enter, or (transitively) to hold, admit (literally or figuratively):

KJV - come, contain, go, have place, (can, be room to) receive.

Vines: Choreo: to give space, make room for. Used metaphorically in Matt 19:11 of receiving with the mind.
Commentary: (G. Magee) From the definitions above we learn:

A. Spiritual gifts are bestowed by God through the operation of His Holy Spirit within Christ followers who are members of His body the church. The gifts are of grace not of merit. God makes appointment of the gifts, as stated in 1 Cor 12:27-31.
B. From 1 Peter 4:10 we learn that the gifts are received actively vs. passively, there is participation on the part of the receiver (assume that at a minimum they are desiring spiritual gifts as is mentioned in 1 Cor 12:31 & 14:1). Vine notes that the gifts are received actively but not violently. But apparently from Peter and Matt 18:11-12 it is necessary to ‘receive’ or ‘accept’ the gifts. 

C. The Eph 4:11 list presents itself as an identification of a grouping of ‘Leadership’ ministry gifts with the specific task (for which as mentioned in Hebrews 13:17 they will be held accountable) of equipping, fitting out, preparing the members of the body of Christ for ministry. Based on this passage alone we should expect to see these gifts represented among the spiritual group of leaders in our church who meet and are working together in unity and cooperation.

D. In 1 Cor 12:4-11 we see three descriptive words  used regarding gifts and used with the word for differing: 

a. Diakonia: the office and work of a diakonos (minister).

b. Energema: what is wrought, the effect produced by.

c. Phanerosis: a manifestation.

The main force of verses 4-11 is directed at showing that although there are different gifts, ministries, activities, and manifestations it is the same Lord and He is the one who both distributes the giftings and works the manifestations of them as He will (not as we will). As a side note it may be that we also have a listing of the specific ‘Manifestations’ of the Holy Spirit which He works and provides regardless of the gift. As an example: a prophet, evangelist, pastor, or teacher may each be used to manifest words of wisdom or words of knowledge, even one who serves or one who shows mercy or one who gives needs these in order to know what should specifically be done in a given moment towards given recipients.

E. One of the main focuses of the chapter of 1 Corinthians 12, and to which the other gift segments in Romans, Ephesians, and 1 Peter also agree, is that the gifts are given in the context of the body of Christ. This leads to a few conclusions:
a. The gifts are not actually given to an individual ‘for’ that individual but for the benefit of the body of Christ. 

b. The gifts are not given with the intent of manifestation through independent and unattached lone Christians. They are always spoken of as working together, never in conflict, with the other parts of the body to bring about the Lord’s desired effects. For example in 1 Corinthians 14 we are told this very directly (verse 12) also that the spirit of the prophets is subject to the other prophets vs. being independent of (verse 32). As a missionary Paul exercised gifts out in the world and away from the body of Christ but as a specifically sent emissary of the body of Christ not as a lone wolf on his own mission out and about with God and zero accountability.

F. Three additional verses stand out for consideration and general learning in regards to Spiritiual Gifts:

a. 1 Corinthians 12:31 tells us that we are to desire spiritual gifts and then makes sure we are pointed to chapter 13, the chapter on love, as the better and higher way which must under-gird gifting and which gifting of itself cannot create. This again shows that there is an active role on the part of the believer in regards to receiving spiritual gifting, not just that activity of receiving but also activity of wanting and seeking. The word translated desire is in old KJV translated covet-earnestly. NT:2206 zeloo (dzay-lo'-o) or zeleuo (dzay-loo'-o); from NT:2205; to have warmth of feeling for or against: KJV - affect, covet (earnestly), (have) desire, (move with) envy, be jealous over, (be) zealous (-ly affect).

b. 1 Corinthians 14:1 we are told to pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, we had this from chapters 12 and 13, but then it adds “especially that you may prophesy”. Prophecy is then laid out with governance in chapter 14 and the understanding that it’s purpose is to speak messages from God in a manner that edifies the church. Some think this may have been due to the Corinthians over use of un-intelligible or un-interpreted tongues but it seems that it is a directive for every Christian that they would desire to bring a word from God to the church. This would not need to be taken to mean that everyone has the gift of prophecy but that everyone can potentially be used of God to prophesy.
c. 2 Timothy 1:6 “ Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.” NT:329 anazopureo (an-ad-zo-poor-eh'-o); from NT:303 and a compound of the base of NT:2226 and NT:4442; to re-enkindle: KJV - stir up. We are to re-kindle or stir up, perhaps like a bed of coals into fire again, our gifts. Also notice that the gifts are in Timothy by the laying on of Paul’s hands. This is little practiced among modern evangelical churches and we may need to consider reviving this practice once individual giftings are understood.
END SECTION B
C. Word Studies, words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift. 

Secondarily the following will clarify where the same word has been used in different passages regarding same or similar gifts. All Vines references attempt to reference Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words in regard to the particular contextual use of the word in the particular passage. Material labeled Comments are my own comments on the material.

Romans 12:6-8 NKJV/NIV/NLT

break out words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift:

· Prophecy/Prophesying/Prophesy NT:4394

· Ministry/Serving/Serving NT:1248
· Teaching/Teaching/Teacher NT:1319, NT:1321

· Exhortation/Encouraging/Encouraging NT:3870, NT:3874
· Gives/Contributing to the needs of others/Giving NT:3330
· Leads/Leadership/Leadership Ability NT:4291

· Shows Mercy/Showing Mercy/Showing Kindness NT:1653
Prophecy:

NT:4394  propheteia (prof-ay-ti'-ah); from NT:4396 ("prophecy"); prediction (scriptural or other):

KJV - prophecy, prophesying.
Vines: Signifies the speaking forth of the mind and counsel of God.
Ministry/Serving:

NT:1248 diakonia (dee-ak-on-ee'-ah); from NT:1249; attendance (as a servant, etc.); figuratively (eleemosynary) aid, (official) service (especially of the Christian teacher, or techn. of the diaconate):

KJV - (ad-) minister (-ing, -tration, -try), office, relief, service (-ing).

Vines: The office or work of a diakonos (minister), service or ministry. In Romans 12:7 of the service of believers.
Teaching:

NT:1319 didaskalia (did-as-kal-ee'-ah); from NT:1320; instruction (the function or the information):

KJV - doctrine, learning, teaching.

NT:1321 didasko (did-as'-ko); a prolonged (causative) form of a primary verb dao (to learn); to teach (in the same broad application):

KJV - teach.

Vines: Is used absolutely, to give instruction.
Exhortation:

NT:3870 parakaleo (par-ak-al-eh'-o); from NT:3844 and NT:2564; to call near, i.e. invite, invoke (by imploration, hortation or consolation):

KJV - beseech, call for, (be of good) comfort, desire, (give) exhort (-ation), intreat, pray.

NT:3874 paraklesis (par-ak'-lay-sis); from NT:3870; imploration, hortation, solace:

KJV - comfort, consolation, exhortation, intreaty.

Vines: Primarily a calling to one’s side and so to one’s aid, hence denotes and appeal, “entreaty”. Encouragement, Exhortation.
Give/Giving:

NT:3330 metadidomi (met-ad-id'-o-mee); from NT:3326 and NT:1325; to give over, i.e. share:

KJV - give, imparticiple

Vines: To give a share of, impart, as distinct for giving. The Apostle Paul speaks of sharing some spiritual gift with Christians at Rome (Rom 1:11) “that I may impart”, and exhorts those who minister in things temporal, to do so as sharing, and that generously (Rom 12:8), “he that giveth”.
Lead:

NT:4291 proistemi (pro-is'-tay-mee); from NT:4253 and NT:2476; to stand before, i.e. (in rank) to preside, or (by implication) to practise:

KJV - maintain, be over, rule.

Vines: (Rule), literally to stand before, hence to lead, attend to (indicating care and diligence), is translated to rule, with reference to the local church, in Rom 12:8.
Show Mercy:

NT:1653 eleeo (el-eh-eh'-o); from NT:1656; to compassionate (by word or deed, specially, by divine grace):

KJV - have compassion (pity on), have (obtain, receive, shew) mercy (on).

Vines: (Akin to Eleos: the outward manifestation of pity, assumes need on the part of the recipient and resources on the part of him who shows it.) Signifies in general, to feel sympathy with the misery of another, and especially sympathy manifested in act. To have pity or mercy on, show mercy to.
1 Cor 12:1-11 NKJV/NIV/NLT

break out words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift:

· word of wisdom/ message of wisdom/ ability to give wise advice NT:3056, NT:4678
· word of knowledge/ message of knowledge/ message of special knowledge NT:3056, NT:1108
· faith/ faith/ great faith NT:4102
· gifts of healing/ gifts of healing/ gift of healing NT:5486, NT:2386
· working of miracles/ miraculous powers/ power to perform miracles NT:1755, NT:1411

· prophecy/ prophecy/ prophesy NT:4394
· discerning of spirits/ distinguishing between spirits/ discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit NT:1253, NT:4151

· different kinds of tongues/ speaking in different kinds of tongues/ ability to speak in unknown languages NT:1085, NT:1100
· interpretation of tongues/ interpretation of tongues/ ability to interpret what is being said NT:2058, NT:1100

Word of Wisdom:
NT:3056 logos (log'-os); from NT:3004; something said (including the thought); by implication a topic (subject of discourse), also reasoning (the mental faculty) or motive; by extension, a computation; specifically (with the article in John) the Divine Expression (i.e. Christ):
KJV – word (as used in this passage)
NT:4678 sophia (sof-ee'-ah); from NT:4680; wisdom (higher or lower, worldly or spiritual):

KJV - wisdom.

Vines: Used with reference to: human wisdom in spiritual things.
Word of Knowledge:
NT:1108 gnosis (gno'-sis); from NT:1097; knowing (the act), i.e. (by implication) knowledge:

KJV - knowledge, science.
Vines: (Again word (logos)) + primarily a seeking to know, an enquiry, investigation, denotes in the N.T. knowledge, especially of spiritual truth, it is used subjectively: the word of knowledge, 1 Cor 12:8.
Faith:
NT:4102 pistis (pis'-tis); from NT:3982; persuasion, i.e. credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstractly, constancy in such profession; by extension, the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself:

KJV - assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity.

Vines: primarily, firm persuasion, a conviction based upon hearing (akin to peitho, to persuade), is used in the N.T. always of faith in God or Christ, or things spiritual.
Comments: This is also used in the ‘fruit of the spirit’ and therefore is not just a spiritual gift but a fruit which should develop in all believers. However it is pointed out here specifically as a spiritual gift and so we must believe that there are special impartations of faith (perhaps for in the moment since it says the ‘manifestation of the Spirit is given’) which go beyond the day to day faith of believers. It should also be noted that there is no connection whatever between pistis and merely hoping, or wishing, or any ‘blind faith’ which the latter is a specific fantasy of the world’s understanding of faith in God. Pistis is conviction, something I know to be true.

Gifts of Healing
NT:5486 charisma (khar'-is-mah); from NT:5483; a (divine) gratuity, i.e. deliverance (from danger or passion); (specifically) a (spiritual) endowment, i.e. (subjectively) religious qualification, or (objectively) miraculous faculty:

KJV - (free) gift.

NT:2386 iama (ee'-am-ah); from NT:2390; a cure (the effect):

KJV - healing.

Vines: (Charisma, gift of grace, bestowment upon believers by the operation of the Holy Spirit in the churches.) Iama, formerly signified a means of healing, in the N.T. a healing (the result of the act) used in the plural in 1 Cor 12:9.
Comments: Although the word means ‘the result of the act’ it is clear from the context of 1 Cor 12:9 that the healings would come from the Holy Spirit through a member or members of the body of Christ. It should also be taken into consideration that ‘healing’ differs from ‘miracle’, most substantially may be in the form of recovery, either fast or slow, as opposed to instant. Mark 16:18 says they will lay hands on the sick and they will ‘recover’ (recover being from two Greek words which seem to indicate a process).
Working of Miracles:
NT:1755 energema (en-erg'-ay-mah); from NT:1754; an effect:

KJV - operation, working.

NT:1411 dunamis (doo'-nam-is); from NT:1410; force (literally or figuratively); specially, miraculous power (usually by implication, a miracle itself):

KJV - ability, abundance, meaning, might (-ily, -y, -y deed), (worker of) miracle (-s), power, strength, violence, mighty (wonderful) work.

Vines: (Energema, what is wroght, the effect produced by.) Dunamis, power, inherent ability, is used of works of a supernatural origin and character, such as could not be produced by natural agents and means.
Comments: In the New Testament story of Mark 5:30 and Luke 8:46 the woman in the crowd had touched Jesus’ garments believing she would be healed. Jesus asked ‘who touched me’ because He perceived that Virtue or Power had gone out from Him. The word for virtue or power is this word dunamis.

Prophesy:
NT:4394 propheteia (prof-ay-ti'-ah); from NT:4396 ("prophecy"); prediction (scriptural or other):

KJV - prophecy, prophesying.

Vines: (Same as in Romans.) Signifies the speaking forth of the mind and counsel of God.
Comments: Of note, 1 Corinthians 14 is a governing passage when it comes to Biblical boundaries for the use of the gift of prophecy. From this passage we understand how greatly prophecy is needed in the church and we are also given parameters and governance for it’s exercise in the church.

Discerning of spirits:
NT:1253 diakrisis (dee-ak'-ree-sis); from NT:1252; judicial estimation:

KJV - discern (-ing), disputation.

NT:4151 pneuma (pnyoo'-mah); from NT:4154; a current of air, i.e. breath (blast) or a breeze; by analogy or figuratively, a spirit, i.e. (human) the rational soul, (by implication) vital principle, mental disposition, etc., or (superhuman) an angel, demon, or (divine) God, Christ's spirit, the Holy Spirit:

KJV - ghost, life, spirit (-ual, -ually), mind. Compare NT:5590.

Vines: Diakrisis, a distinguishing, a clear discrimination, discerning, judging, is translated discernings in 1 Cor 12:10, of discerning spirits, judging by evidence whether they are evil or of God. Pneuma, primarily denotes the wind, also breath, then especially the spirit, which like the wind, is invisible, immaterial, and powerful. 
(different)Kinds of tongues:
NT:1085 genos (ghen'-os); from NT:1096; "kin" (abstract or concrete, literal or figurative, individual or collective):

KJV - born, country (-man), diversity, generation, kind (-red), nation, offspring, stock.

NT:1100 glossa (gloce-sah'); of uncertain affinity; the tongue; by implication, a language (specially, one naturally unacquired):

KJV - tongue.

Vines: Genos, (many shades of meaning) however genos does not mean ‘country’ but rather signifies parentage or race and therefore in 1 Cor 12:10&28 ‘kinds’. Glossa, the tongue, as an organ of speech, here referring to the supernatural gift of speaking in another language without its having been learnt.
Comments: In context with 1 Cor 13:1 and 14:2 the use of genos in 1 Cor 12, both places verse 10 and 28, should be taken broadly as inclusive of both tongues or                languages of men and of angels. It is clear from Acts 2:5-12 that this gift is applied by the Holy Spirit as a means to communicate in the tongues of men. It is also clear from 1 Corinthians 14:1-5 that this gift is applied by the Holy Spirit as a valid means of individual edification which at times can be interpreted for the benefit of the church. Without controversy the chapter of 1 Corinthians 14 is the Biblical guide for defining the boundaries and liberties of the gift of tongues. I would also comment from personal encounters and experience that there are situations where a Christian was given the ability to clearly communicate for the sake of the Gospel in a language that they had only partially learned and in which otherwise their communication had been very poor before times. 
Interpretation of tongues:
NT:2058 hermeneia (her-may-ni'-ah); from the same as NT:2059; translation:

KJV - interpretation.

Vines: Hermeneia, akin to Hermeneuo, denotes to explain, interpret, and is used of explaining the meaning of words in a different language.
Comments: Wherever the use of the gift of tongues is found in the Bible we see either: mention of interpretation of tongues, an insistence that they be interpreted, an injunction that the speaker pray to be able to interpret, or listener(s) who understand what is being spoken. 1 Corinthians 14 is given as a guide regarding tongues and prophecy and includes the injunctions that those who speak in tongues: pray that they might interpret, keep it between themselves and God when there is no interpretation. There are some examples in the Bible where the meaning of language was withheld (voices of the seven thunders Rev 10:4, Jesus on the Cross Who mixed Hebrew and Aramaic and was mis-understood by the crowd). We know Jesus spoke mixed tongues of men on this occasion and it seems John understood and was going to write what the seven thunders spoke but he was told not to do so. There is an example of Daniel interpreting the ‘writing on the wall’. There are no direct examples in scripture of anyone speaking tongues of angels although this is probably fitting given the Bible’s own injunction about keeping it between one’s self and God when others can not be made to understand and should not be taken as a reason for exclusion. There are many among us who hold experiences of praying and singing ‘in the spirit’ which is and has been edifying to them. The job of the church is therefore not to forbid but to guide based on Biblical teaching, in the case of tongues and interpretation that teaching comes from 1 Cor 14.
1 Cor 12:27-31 NKJV/NIV/NLT

break out words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift:

apostles/apostles/apostles NT:652
prophets/prophets/prophets NT:4396
teachers/teachers/teachers NT:1320
miracles/ workers of miracles/ miracles NT:1411
gifts of healings/ gifts of healing/ healing NT:5486, NT:2386
helps/ able to help/help NT:484
administrations/ administration/leadership NT:2941
varieties of tongues/ speaking in different kinds of tongues/ speak in unknown languages NT:2980, NT:1100

interpret/ interpret/ interpret unknown languages NT:1329
Apostles:
NT:652 apostolos (ap-os'-tol-os); from NT:649; a delegate; specially, an ambassador of the Gospel; officially a commissioner of Christ ["apostle"] (with miraculous powers):

KJV - apostle, messenger, he that is sent.
Vines: Apostolos, on sent forth. Apostolos is used of Jesus to describe His relationship to God (John 17:3). Used of the Twelve. Peter prescribed qualifications used for replacing Judas, however Jesus directly called or ‘sent’ Paul and in a wider sense the word is used of a number of others in the NT, (Barnabas, Andronicus, Junias, two un-named brothers, Epaphroditus, Silas, Timothy).

Comments: I think we could conclude from the continuation of the ministry and office of apostle in the New Testament that it is a valid gifting which we should understand.
Prophets: 
(Similar to Propheteia in Rom 12:6 and 1 Cor 12:10 which denote the act, this word denoting the person.)

NT:4396 prophetes (prof-ay'-tace); from a compound of NT:4253 and NT:5346; a foreteller ("prophet"); by analogy, an inspired speaker; by extension, a poet:

KJV - prophet.
Vines: One who speaks forth or openly, a proclaimer of a divine message, denoted among the Greeks an interpreter of the oracles of the gods. Whereas Old Testament prophets largely proclaimed the Divine purposed of salvation and glory to be accomplished in the future, the prophesying of New Testament prophets was both a preaching of the Divine counsels of grace already accomplished and the fore-telling of the purposes of God in the future.
Teachers:
NT:1320 didaskalos (did-as'-kal-os); from NT:1321; an instructor (genitive case or specially):

KJV - doctor, master, teacher.
Vines: Didaskalos, teacher or teachers, 1 Cor 12:28 teachers of the truth in the churches.

Miracles: 
Same as 1 Cor 12:1-11 above

Gifts of healings:

Same as 1 Cor 12:1-11 above

Helps:

NT:484 antilepsis (an-til'-ape-sis); from NT:482; relief:

KJV - help.

Vines: Antilepsis properly signifies a laying hold of, and exchange, then a help. It is mentioned in 1 Cor 12:28 as one of the ministrations in the local church, by way of rendering assistance.

Administrations:
NT:2941 kubernesis (koo-ber'-nay-sis); from kubernao (of Latin origin, to steer); pilotage, i.e. (figuratively) directorship (in the church):

KJV - government.

Vines: Kubernesis, to guide, denotes steering, pilotage, said of those who act as guides in the local church (1 Cor 12:28).

Varieties (speak) of Tongues:

(Same as 1 Cor 12:10 except that in verse 30 another word comes into play when it is asked ‘do all speak in tongues?’, that word is examined here.)

NT:2980 laleo (lal-eh'-o); a prolonged form of an otherwise obsolete verb; to talk, i.e. utter words:

KJV - preach, say, speak (after), talk, tell, utter. Compare NT:3004.

Vines: Laleo, to speak, sometimes translated to say. 

Interpret:

(Here a different word is used for interpret than in 1 Cor 12:10, though there is little difference in the shade of meaning.)

NT:1329 diermeneuo (dee-er-main-yoo'-o); from NT:1223 and NT:2059; to explain thoroughly, by implication, to translate:

KJV - expound, interpret (-ation).

Vines: A strengthened form of Hermeneuo, signifies to interpret fully, to explain. In 1 Cor 12:30 it is used with reference to the gift of tongues in the churches, 1 Cor 14 shows that this gift is inferior to prophesying unless the message in tongues is interpreted.
Eph 4:11 NKJV/NIV/NLT

break out words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift:

· apostles/apostles/apostles NT:652

· prophets/prophets/prophets NT:4396
· evangelists/evangelists/evangelists NT:2099
· pastors/pastors/pastors NT:4166
· teachers/teachers/teachers NT:1320
Apostles: Same as 1 Corinthians 12:28
Prophets: Same as 1 Corinthians 12:28

Evangelists:

NT:2099 euangelistes (yoo-ang-ghel-is-tace'); from NT:2097; a preacher of the gospel:

KJV - evangelist.

Vines: Euangelistes, a messenger of good, denotes a preacher of the Gospel. The distinctiveness of the function is shown in naming Philip ‘the evangelist’ in Acts 21:8 as well as by mention in Eph 4:11.
Comments: A review of Philips ministry will show that the works God wrought through him were works of what we would commonly call evangelism. Ethiopian Eunuch, the Samaritans. Philip seemed to be used to initiate conversion.

Pastors:

NT:4166 poimen (poy-mane'); of uncertain affinity; a shepherd (literally or figuratively):

KJV - shepherd, pastor.

Vines: Poimen, a shepherd, one who tends herds or flocks (not merely one who feeds them), is used metaphorically of Christian ‘pastors’, Eph 4:11. Pastors guide as well as feed the flock, Acts 20:28
Teachers: Same as 1 Corinthians 12:28 

1 Peter 4:10-11 NKJV/NIV/NLT

break out words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift:

· speaks/speaks/speaking (not a specific spiritual gift, but included because from the passage it may be thought to be, see below) NT:2980, (NT:3051)
· ministers/serves/helping others NT:1247
Speaks: Same word as 1 Corinthians 12:30, which is really a helping word and not seemingly a direct gifting. In 1 Cor 12:30 it is used of tongues to ‘speak’ in tongues, here it is used very generally of any speaking in ministry (ostensibly done by apostles, pastors, evangelists, prophets, teachers, etc.) and the point is that we are charged that if we do speak in ministry (in whatever capacity) it should be as ‘the oracles of God’. 

NT:3051

NT:3051 logion (log'-ee-on); neuter of NT:3052; an utterance (of God):

KJV - oracle.

Vines: Logion, a word, narrative, statement, denotes a Divine response or utterance, an oracle it is used in 1 Peter 4:11 of the utterances of God through Christian teachers (or ministers).

Ministers: (NT:1248 the office of, is described above in Rom 12:7)
NT:1247 diakoneo (dee-ak-on-eh'-o); from NT:1249; to be an attendant, i.e. wait upon (menially or as a host, friend, or [figuratively] teacher); techn. to act as a Christian deacon:

KJV - (ad-) minister (unto), serve, use the office of a deacon.

Vines: Diakoneo, signifies to be a servant, attendant, to serve, wait upon, minister. Used of the ministry of believers to one another in various ways in 1 Peter 4:11.

Comments: 1 Peter 4:11 says that we are to do this, minister, with the ability which God supplies. Not in our strength and not beyond what God would have done as indicated by His providence for the particular work in strength and provision, etc. It is possible that no particular gift is mentioned here but a general defining for all gifts. The gift of ministry is listed elsewhere.

Matt 19:11-12 NKJV/NIV/NLT

break out words which clearly identify a specific spiritual gift:

· eunuchs/renounced marriage/not to marry NT:2135
NT:2135 eunouchos (yoo-noo'-khos); from eune (a bed) and NT:2192; a castrated person (such being employed in Oriental bed-chambers); by extension an impotent or unmarried man; by implication, a chamberlain (state-officer):

KJV - eunuch.
Vines: Eunouchos, denotes an emasculated man, a eunuch, Matt 9:12. In the third instance of that verse, one naturally incapacitated  for, or voluntarily abstaining from, wedlock.
List of Identified Spiritual Gifts so far:
	Spiritual Gift
	Identified as such in the following passage

	Prophecy
	Romans 12:6-8
1 Corinthians 12:1-11

1 Corinthians 12:27-31

Ephesians 4:11

	Ministry/Serving
	Romans 12:6-8

1 Peter 4:10-11

	Teaching
	Romans 12:6-8

1 Corinthians 12:27-31

Ephesians 4:11

	Exhortation/Encouraging
	Romans 12:6-8

	Giving
	Romans 12:6-8

	Leadership
	Romans 12:6-8

	Showing Mercy
	Romans 12:6-8

	Word of Wisdom
	1 Corinthians 12:1-11

	Word of Knowledge
	1 Corinthians 12:1-11

	Faith
	1 Corinthians 12:1-11

	Gifts of Healing
	1 Corinthians 12:1-11

1 Corinthians 12:27-31

	Working of Miracles
	1 Corinthians 12:1-11

1 Corinthians 12:27-31

	Discerning of spirits
	1 Corinthians 12:1-11

	Different kinds of tongues
	1 Corinthians 12:1-11

1 Corinthians 12:27-31

	Interpretation of tongues
	1 Corinthians 12:1-11

1 Corinthians 12:27-31

	Apostle
	1 Corinthians 12:27-31

Ephesians 4:11

	Helps/Help
	1 Corinthians 12:27-31

	Administration
	1 Corinthians 12:27-31

	Evangelist
	Ephesians 4:11

	Pastor
	Ephesians 4:11

	Abstain from Marraige
	Matthew 19:11-12


END PART 1
PART 2

A. Outline of major points for teaching spiritual gifts in the church. 
1. Main focus should be on the Person and Ministry of the Holy Spirit.

a. Affirmation that the Holy Spirit has been sent to indwell Christians (John 14:15-24).

b. Coverage of the Biblically stated functions for which the Holy Spirit was sent, (at a minimum John 14:25-26, 15:26, 16:5-15).

2. Teach the concept of the Body of Christ both for the sake of understanding and as being God’s context for reception and exercise of spiritual gifts. (Romans 12:3-8, 1 Corinthians 12:1-31)

3. Teach the pre-eminence of Love over Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 13).
4. A believer needs to be a: vessel which is cleansed and ready for the Master’s use (2 Timothy 2:19-21). Spiritual gifts are best understood from this point of view, i.e. that we are neither the source nor the actuator of any spiritual gift but vessels through whom the Holy Spirit brings what He wants to bring and when  He wants to bring it. This can be clearly seen as an applicable example for how all the gifts are to operate in the gifts of healing, whereas God may bring healing through what He directs a particular believer or group of believers to do, yet it is God who is the healer and not the believer with the gift of healing (Exodus 15:26, Psalm 103:3).
5. It is believers who limit God and limit what God may want to bring or do, through fears, lack of submission, or refusals to act upon revelation (Psalm 78:41). It is in the flow of being yielded to God that the Holy Spirit is best able to enact and to bring whatever He wants through us. It is within yielding that we ‘wait’ on the Lord to understand what He would have us be involved in and when, as opposed to making assumptions about what we out to do. Development of one’s relationship with God will always be the primary path to knowing His specific will.
6. Leadership in the church has a direct responsibility in regards to equipping the members of the body for ministry, inclusive of discovering and developing their spiritual gifts (Ephesians 4:11-12). This ‘equipping’ is accomplished through the specific leadership gifts listed in this same passage.
7. Individual gifts must be understood and exercised in accordance with and within any boundaries set by their scriptural definition else chaos and harm results.

8. Believers need to be taught how to seek their spiritual gifting from the Lord, to receive it actively, and to work with Him and the church in development and exercise of their gifting. 
9. There are at least four different levels of experience:

a. The experience of Humanity-Dead in sin

b. The experience of Christianity

i. Born Again having turned to God through repentance and received the Holy Spirit

ii. Supernaturally transformed by God, on the path with God to becoming a new person

iii. Fruits of the Holy Spirit, Galatians 5:22, are manifesting

c. Spiritual Giftings

i. Supernatural manifestations of the Holy Spirit through individuals which go beyond the day to day Christian life

d. Miraculous, Direct interventions of God, beyond the spiritual gift of working miracles.

10. The definitive separation between spiritual gifts and talents or abilities is whether or not the ‘gift’ is commonly found among both believers and unbelievers alike. If the gifting is commonly found among those who do not know or follow the Lord Jesus (not born again, still dead in sin, not filled with the Holy Spirit) then it is not a ‘spiritual gift’ bestowed of the Holy Spirit through the intimate relationship of living inside each believer. Instead it is a talent or ability. That being said born again Christians also have many talents and abilities, just like unbelievers do, which are either ‘gifts’ from God or which God has allowed us to develop. These talents and abilities should also be used by Christians in regards to serving God and they will be best used, not in the same manner as the unbelievers use them, but rather as colored by our special spiritual giftings which the Holy Spirit bestows on us.
END PART 2
PART 3

The following pages contain a summary sheet for each gift or gifting group summarizing and showing key passages which define, explain, and sometimes set boundaries for the gifts. 

A comprehensive understanding of Spiritual Gifts: where they are from, why they are given, who are they for, what does each do, is gained as we look at the context in which God appoints them. That context is the Body of Christ, His church or churches of people who have received Jesus as their Lord and Savior, their only hope for salvation. These have entered God’s door, found at ground level and welcoming to all though few seem to find it (Matthew 7:14). These are on the path of Life as revealed in God’s Word both with Jesus and with one another in Jesus, His church, His body here on earth, His bride preparing herself for the heavenly wedding to come. To His body Jesus has given His purpose, His mission to seek and to save that which is lost (Luke 19:10), so that His body, His bride, may be completed with the souls that are His and fully ready to meet Him at His coming. Here are His specific words to this end:

Jesus’ words of commission to His body: 

Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. (NKJV)
Jesus’ words of empowerment to His body: 

Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. (NKJV)
When the Holy Spirit comes upon us we are empowered, through truth, through new belief, though the developing fruits of the Spirit, through a yielding of ourselves unto God’s purposes, and through Spiritual Gifts. 

We need not make more of these gifts than they are, honoring or extolling one gifting over the other, talking about who is who, etc. Such are the natural tendencies of man which have no place in the Body of Christ. However let us neither make less of them than they are. Let us receive and embrace these gifts, explore them individually and together in the Lord, learn how to let Jesus walk them out for their full purpose in and through our daily lives.

Romans 12:3-6a For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: (NKJV)
The Gift of Prophecy:

One to whom it is given to speak forth the mind or counsel of God.

1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.

1 Corinthians 14:39 Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy

Comments: Prophesy simply means: to speak forth the mind or counsel of God. This is always based, from a biblical perspective, on God having communicated to the prophet rather than the ‘prophet’ creating what they believe the mind and counsel of God is. We are told to especially desire this gift, we are told to desire earnestly this gift because of the direct interface it brings between the Lord and His church.
Scriptures defining this spiritual gift:

1 Corinthians 13:2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 

1 Corinthians 13:9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part.

1 Corinthians 14:3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men.

2 Peter 1:21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 
Revelation 19:10 ….Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.

Comments: Love is pre-eminent over gifting, without love we are nothing and should not bother to pretend the exercise of prophecy without love. 
We only know in part and we only prophesy in part, don’t look for 100% perfect clarity in all things through prophesy. God has reasons why He may only reveal some of the picture at a time, this should make us careful to seek the Lord in understanding what we have been told by Him. 

Prophecy centers on speaking to edify (build up), exhort (encourage), and comfort. The main focus of prophecy is not condemnation although there may be times when the Lord needs to speak very directly to us about sin.
Prophecy does not come from man, it comes from God through yielded Christians. Also the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, all true prophecy is about Jesus, focused upon His work of redemption either corporately or individually. You won’t find biblical prophecy addressing extra-biblical things.
Scriptures governing the exercise of this gift:

Romans 12:6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith;

1 Corinthians 14:29-33 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 
Comments: Prophecy should be in accordance with the prophets faith, not less than what the Lord has given the prophet to tell, nor more than. Stay within the bounds of faith (faith is the greek word pistis, a conviction based on having heard, in this case having heard from God).

In the church the Lord has ordained order. At a particular Christian meeting two or three prophets would be allowed to speak with the other prophets judging (bearing witness to or contesting) what is prophesied. Take turns, the church can make opportunity for multiple prophets to take turns at successive meetings. The goal is that all may learn and be encouraged. 
Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:
1 Corinthians 14:24-25 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you. 
Comments: Prophecy is part of God’s plan for reaching those who don’t yet know the Lord.
Opposition to this gift:
Matt 13:57 But Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honor except in his own country and in his own house."

Comments: Sadly Jesus was also not able to do many works among his hometown neighbors of Nazareth, it had to do with their unbelief, their inability to accept Him as any more than the boy next door. This same unbelief can quench prophecy and the other works of the Lord in our midst as well if we refuse to be open.
Christians with the Gift of Prophecy:

All Christians are told to be eager for prophecy, either to receive it for sharing or to learn from it when shared. There is nothing in scripture which excludes any follower of Jesus from receiving prophecy to share, however we clearly see that God appoints some to be ‘Prophets’ inferring regularity in reception of words from Him to share. Like any other believer a prophet must maintain their walk with God in truth and honesty. A prophet must also apply themselves in becoming sensitive to God’s voice and open to His use in this gifting. God will insure that some are drawn to this.
The Gift of Ministry/Serving:
Regularly lead of the Lord in Service or Ministry. To be a servant, attendant, to serve, wait upon, minister.
Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.

Scriptures defining this spiritual gift:

Comments: Many scriptures touch on serving or ministry in some way, each giving us a little more insight. Much of what is said is in general to all Christians for we are all called to serve and to minister in some way. However the scriptures are clear that there is a spiritual gift of ministry or serving which is parted out among the body of Christ as the Lord chooses to bestow it. In some manner this gifting will go above and beyond or have more continuity and power within it than the day to day general call to serve given all believers. A firm understanding of this will be given to those who do have this gifting and who flow in it as a fulfillment and joy from the Holy Spirit.

Scriptures governing the exercise of this gift:
1 Peter 4:11 If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Luke 10:39 And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus' feet and heard His word. But Martha was distracted with much serving …

Comments: Fully serve with the ability that God supplies, also do not go beyond the ability God supplies as that effort will be fruitless. Staying within His parameters glorifies God.


It is possible to be distracted from the Lord though much serving, this is a balance all with the gift of serving will need to learn. Taking time with Jesus cannot be neglected in the name of ‘service’ or ‘ministry’.  
Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:

Without servants who are open to the direction of the Lord to make themselves available in many kinds of ways and for many different tasks the Body of Christ basically stops. Also if serving is left mainly to the elders group or to church staff they quickly burn out becoming ineffective in both the necessities of service as well as in their primary calling of pasturing, teaching, leading, etc.
Christians with the Gift of Ministry/Serving:


The best way for Christians to discover if this is their gift is to spend some time with God, ask Him to show you where to start serving, ask Him to reveal what you should be involved in, and then start. Put your hand to the plow and don’t look back. Let the Lord steer the forward course. All you need to know about this gift will take care of itself as you walk in Ministry/Serving towards the body of Christ and those not yet in it.
The Gift of Teaching:
Use of God to Teach, to give instruction, an instructor.
Mark 6:34 And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved with compassion for them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach them many things. 

Philippians 3:17 Brethren, join in following my example , and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. 
Comments: From the two scriptures above we see that teaching is done in two manners: verbal and by example. It is important that those with the gift of teaching instruct not only in a verbal manner but also seek God for opportunities to take people into real life situations where the teacher can model by example with the intent that the students learn by participation.
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of this spiritual gift:
Matthew 9:11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, "Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?" 

Romans 2:21a You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself?

1 Timothy 1:5-7 Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith, from which some, having strayed, have turned aside to idle talk, desiring to be teachers of the law, understanding neither what they say nor the things which they affirm. 

James 3:1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment. 
1 Timothy 1:3-4 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia — remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine, nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith.

Comments: Christian teachers must not presume to sequester themselves among those who already know Christ but must also be willing to freely mingle bringing Gospel teaching and example among unbelievers as well.


Teachers who neglect instruction for their selves will soon be empty. A true teacher is also a continual student.


As with the other gifts the main focus is on love, and that from a pure heart, good conscience, and sincere faith. Without a corresponding life of truth a person has little of truth to impart. (Note: this does not mean a teacher must be perfect, but they must maintain their self as a clean vessel, keeping from sin and repenting when necessary.)


The office of teaching is not to be taken lightly, greater scrutiny and judgment is experienced from men as well as promised from heaven. This verse may also indicate that each local church will have/need relatively few with the gift of teaching but this is hard to say.

Christian teaching is focused on godly edification (building up) of those who hear or experience. False doctrines, fables, endless genealogies and the like generate dispute and conflict. 

Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:
Ephesians 4:11b-13… and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
Comments: The role of teaching is a leadership ministry gift with the goal of edifying (building up) the body of Christ into maturity.


The overall gift of teaching in the church should have a view towards the future with involvement in training those teachers who will come after.
Opposition to this gift:

2 Timothy 4:2-4 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers ; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 

2 Peter 2:1-2 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 
Comments: Teachers should not be surprised to find opposition even within the church. This does not mean that it is time to quit! Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.


There will be false teachers among us and they will have to be dealt with. It is a fact of life which the Scriptures warn us about.
Christians with the Gift of Teaching:

Internal signs that lean towards the gift of teaching are: a love for God’s Word which draws you yourself to become a student and a desire that others may know His truths and escape the destruction which is in the world.
The Gift of Exhortation/Encouraging:
Motivation to come to the aid of others for the purpose of positive appeal, entreaty, and to instill courage.

Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of this spiritual gift:

1 Thessalonians 2:3 For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness, nor was it in deceit. 

1 Timothy 5:1-2 Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father, younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, with all purity. 

Titus 2:15 Speak these things, exhort , and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise you. 

Comments: Genuine spiritual exhortation comes through us from the Lord and has no origin in personal agenda or even the subtle manipulations of the flesh. We must always be honest in seeking to encourage others that it comes from the Lord and not out of what we would have for that person or group of persons. Godly exhortation & encouragement can be very strengthening.

Exhortation is given some further definition by what we are told not to do i.e. not from error or uncleanness no in deceit and also not in rebuke. These statements serve to define by showing us what it is not.


If we know God has sent us we can exhort or encourage with authority and disregard the despite of men.
Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:
1 Thessalonians 3:2 and sent Timothy, our brother and minister of God, and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you and encourage you concerning your faith,

Hebrews 3:13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called "Today," lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 

Comments: The Church is very much in need of this gifting. The passage from 1 Thessalonians is in context of the church of Thessalonica going through some very difficult times, as do all and as will we. They needed encouragement regarding their faith in those times. 


Without exhortation we become hardened through the deceitfulness of sin, that is just how it works. 
Christians with the Gift of Exhortation/Encouraging:

Christians with this gifting will find themselves drawn to the aid and equipped with the ability to use their words and actions to fortify, build up, and in some cases rebuild faith, belief, and confidence within those individuals or that group.
The Gift of Giving:

Regularly directed by the Lord to share or impart in order to fulfill a need.
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of this spiritual gift:

Matthew 5:42 Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not turn away. (Also Luke 6:30)
Matthew 7:6 Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces. 

Luke 6:38 Give , and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.

Acts 20:35 And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.'
Rom 12:8b he who gives, with liberality

2 Corinthians 9:6-7 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 
Comments: If the Lords sends someone to ask you then you should find a godly means of attempting to supply their need. 


It is important to recognized when someone is just playing the Christian system because they know Christians are prone to giving, be cautious about this as we are warned by the scriptures above.


With the same measure you use, it will be measured to you and it is more blessed to give and receive. God wants us to hold His mindset towards material possessions which is diametrically opposed to the way the world views the idea of ‘mine’.


Give liberally, meaning generously, be careful to follow the leading of the Lord in this. If we sow sparingly we will reap sparingly, whether that reaping is to our increase or to the benefit of the other it will be sparse.
Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:
James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. 

Comments: Oftentimes within churches and within the communities churches find themselves in there are people with needs or there is corporate need of which the fulfilling  benefits the entire body of Christ. There are many references in the Bible as a whole towards insuring that widows and the fatherless are not forgotten. 
Christians with the Gift of Giving:

All Christians are directed of the Lord to give, share, and generally be generous people. The Christian with the particular gift of giving will find themselves called of God, supplied by Him, and used of Him in giving in substantial ways.
The Gift of Leadership:

A particular heart and motivation with the ability to lead and attend to others with care and diligence.
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of this spiritual gift:

Romans 12:8b he who leads, with diligence

Comments: There are quite a few Greek words in the New Testament which are translated: to lead or to rule, that is the exercise of leadership, and there are few places where this particular word which describes the spiritual gift is used. Our basic word for leadership in this case means to stand before, either as one who practices some function or one who presides over. It is used elsewhere in the New Testament where elders and deacons are required to be people who ‘rule’ or lead their own households well as a sign that they can be trusted to rule or lead God’s household. 
Because the Lord chose a number of the other Greek words for use in other parts of the New Testament, which are translated in some form as ruler or leader, we can gain some insight into what this gift is not by looking at the context of those situations. From this we can generally propose that this gifting is not in reference to leadership of andy and every form nor in reference to ‘leading’ people such as top citizens or those who just naturally end up being out front or recognized a lot. Also it does not simply refer to one who just guides, merely showing the way but perhaps not taking that way themselves.

Perhaps the clearest applications of this spiritual gift within the churches is seen in those with the ability to spiritually lead a small group, a church project or mission, or for situational leadership required for a given moment. We have seen that the use of this word definitely pertains to leading a family and this is how we should view leadership in the body of Christ i.e. because we are family I am not asking you to go where I will not, I have particular care for you as for my own, etc.


From another viewpoint, there is no mystery about what this word means. Everyone knows what leadership is and responds accordingly in the positive to good leadership and in the negative to poor leadership. Likewise people can tell if their leaders really care about them or are just wrapped up in self interest or even when they are overextended with too much on their plate which prevents quality. Perhaps the plain simplicity of this term is one reason why we find little need for definition of it in the New Testament.

For those called to this gifting Romans tells us we must lead with diligence.
Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:
Matthew 9:36-38 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd . Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest." 

Comments: The Body of Christ needs its leaders. Without them the church wanders directionless and will eventually dissipate and blow away. 
The Gift of Showing Mercy:

Ability to sympathize with the misery of others and being lead of the Lord to manifest this care through action. 
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of this spiritual gift:

Matthew 12:7 But if you had known what this means, 'I desire mercy and not sacrifice,' you would not have condemned the guiltless. 

Luke 10:36-37 So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?" And he said, "He who showed mercy on him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 

Romans 12:8b he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness

Comments: Mercy is a word that needs little definition except to say that feeling for someone without a willingness to actually do something about it is not real mercy. 

We see from the scriptures that God greatly desires mercy, well above sacrifice.


The story of the Good Samaritan from Luke 10 is probably the best example of showing mercy, (outside of Jesus’ example), in the New Testament. Although all Christians are called to be merciful and show mercy and all are called to ‘Go and do likewise’, it is not given to all of us to sense needs which are not obvious.

As with the gift of giving, where we are told not to give grudgingly or of necessity, showing mercy needs to be done with cheerfulness.  Cheerfulness of the lack of will not only communicates to the one being helped and can also show the gifted Christian where they may need to grow in regard to this ministry.
Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:

Those who exercise the gift of mercy are very much needed within the church. Oftentimes, even on a weekly basis, someone is hurting or someone has distress of their soul and yet, as is typical of humans, they will hold it with a double mindedness: on the one hand it’s hard to share and hard to ask for help, on the other hand they are desperate for someone to notice and come alongside. That is just the simple nature of humans and it is through the discerning gift of mercy with its corresponding willingness to act that people get the ministry they need. As a side product those same people will now grow in their ability to trust and in their own faith to reach out to others.
Christians with the Gift of Showing Mercy:

Those with the gift of mercy are typically sensitive to other people in the sense that it has been given to them to tell when something is going on that should get noticed. It may come only as a sensing, but this is the queue of the Holy Spirit to approach that person or situation, introduce yourself, and ask if everything is alright. It is important for those with this gifting NOT to let the moment of revelation pass without action i.e. don’t talk yourself out of approaching, it will do no harm to ask a simple question and it shows you care.
The Gifts of Word of Wisdom and Word of Knowledge:

Situational wisdom/knowledge as given by God.
These two are grouped due to similarity although it should be understood that there is a distinct difference between Wisdom and Knowledge. 

Knowledge is directly related to factual information. As a spiritual gift the Word of Knowledge is spoken of as a ‘manifestation’ of the Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 12:7), is most likely situational, and relates to those times when the Holy Spirit reveals truth or makes knowledge known. 

Wisdom is understanding regarding what to do with what is known, how to properly handle sensitive information/situations as well as an understanding of the right time & place in which to use what is known. As a spiritual gift the Word of Wisdom is also spoken of as a ‘manifestation’ of the Spirit of God (1 Corinthians 12:7), is most likely situational, and relates to those times when the Holy Spirit gives revelations of wisdom. 

Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of these spiritual gifts:

Matthew 13:11 He answered and said to them, "Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.

Mark 6:2b And many hearing Him were astonished, saying, "Where did this Man get these things? And what wisdom is this which is given to Him, that such mighty works are performed by His hands! 

Luke 21:15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist.

1 Corinthians 12:7-8 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:  for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit

Colossians 1:9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding;

Colossians 2:2-3

both of the Father and of Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

Comments: To know the ‘Mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven’ has been given to Jesus’ followers, it has not been given to those who do not follow Him.

Where did Jesus get this wisdom? (In their eyes He was just another neighbor from Nazareth, a Carpenter.) It did not come in the usual manner of much study or great schooling as they thought it should.


It is the Lord who gives us a mouth and wisdom. This manifestation of the Lord is given to profit everyone not just the one who receives it. 


It is a valid prayer which seeks spiritual knowledge, understanding, and wisdom; these are treasure hidden in the Father and Jesus. If we lack wisdom we have but to ask. However let us not then despise what we are given lest we play the fool.

Contribution of these gifts to the ministry of the Body of Christ:
Comments: The Bible gives us God’s general will for living and in many cases spells out for us in detail how we are to address specific kinds of situations. However in order to carry out the Lord’s specific will for a given situation more is needed. As a people who want to be ‘doers of the will of God, and not just hearers’ (James 1:22) we find ourselves dependent upon the Holy Spirit, Christ within us, for revelations of knowledge and wisdom. Whereas the Bible may tell me to ‘Love my Neighbor’ the Holy Spirit can reveal to me exactly ‘How’ to love each particular neighbor. By regular seeking and sensitivity to the Holy Spirit the body of Christ is guided in works and directed in the will of God given through these gifts of Word of Wisdom and Word of Knowledge. They are akin to Prophecy.
The Gift of Faith:

Situational persuasion and conviction about truth based upon hearing from God.


The gift of faith is also found listed under 1 Corinthians 12:7 as a ‘manifestation’ of the Spirit. In other words it is most likely speaking of situational faith for a given moment and in a given circumstance. All Christians are called to have faith and to hold onto the faith of Jesus Christ, in fact without it there is no salvation because we are being called to trust (put our faith) in God alone to save through the finished work of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. 

It is very important to understand that the Greek word translated faith means to be firmly convicted, persuaded based upon having heard from God. It has nothing in common with hoping or wishing something will be true and is not related to the concept of ‘blind faith’ which the world mistakenly believes is the center of religion. God does not call Christians just to hoping or wishing and although He expects us to trust Him with our present and future it is always based upon knowing Him and being certain of Who He is and what He is telling us. That is faith.
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of this spiritual gift:

Matthew 9:22 But Jesus turned around, and when He saw her He said, "Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has made you well." And the woman was made well from that hour. 

Mark 10:52 Then Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your faith has made you well." And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road. 

Romans 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

1 Corinthians 2:5 that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

John 20:27-29 Then He said to Thomas, "Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing ." 

And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him,  "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 

Comments: In each of the cases of healing, as well as many more which could be cited from the New Testament, the person had been given situational faith. They were convinced, persuaded, that this healing from Jesus would come.


Faith comes by hearing (hearing from God), to that end we seek Him and wait for the answer and direction from the Holy Spirit in our prayers.


True faith is never based up the wisdom of men but in the power of God. Faith from God is substance of what it hoped for, going beyond hoping to a place of certainty. Finding this faith in people is the evidence of His reality.
Believe in God, He is a rewarder, don’t forget the part about diligently seeking Him.

Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:

As with the manifestations of Word of Wisdom and Word of Knowledge, situational Faith is given by the Lord to individual Christians to benefit the body of Christ. We can find ourselves in a moment being convinced of what will happen, how something will turn out, who needs what ministry, or a thousand other things. As we step out and take action upon and pray upon the certainty that has been revealed to us then people are saved, people are strengthened, hope rises among the hopeless, and the will of God gets done.
Gifts of Healing and Working of Miracles:

The capacity and understanding to be a vessel through which the Lord can bring healing or the capacity and faith to be a vessel through which the Lord can work miracles. (Although distinct these two gifts are grouped together here due to similarity.)

A basic difference, which might be stated, between a Healing and a Miracle is that the concept of Healing denotes a process, either fast or slow, healing certainly comes through seeking God for His intervention whereby He may choose to heal supernaturally, by natural means, by the art of a doctor or any way He wants to. A Miracle is definitely something that happens by God’s hand outside of natural means and, from the example of scripture, more or less instantaneously. People can certainly be healed by a recognizable miracle of God.

Healing addresses sickness and disease found within an individual or group of people whether physical, spiritual, or a matter of the soul (mind, will, emotions). In healing we are happy to have a miracle from God but more likely He will have us lead the person through a process or use our prayers coupled with spiritual gifts of knowledge, wisdom, faith, to bring the person through to healing with or without the help of medical care. This is why it is important to follow up with a person who has requested prayers for healing and to bring the issue successively to the Lord as change occurs. (See Mark 8:22-25)

Miracles can apply to sickness and disease but are not restricted to these. Many of the healings Jesus did were direct miracles where a flow of blood was stopped or a blind person received sight; however he also stilled the storm, produced much food from little, walked on water, rose from the dead, etc. Miracles should not be limited by man, if God wants to do something let’s cooperate and see where He takes it.
Sickness can be unto Death, we all eventually die-
Isaiah 38:1 In those days Hezekiah  was sick and near death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to him, "Thus says the Lord: 'Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.'" 

Heb 9:27b …it is appointed for men to die once… 

Sickness can be because of Sinful actions or un-confessed sin in our lives-

1 Corinthians 11:27-32 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world. 

James 5:15-16 And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 
Sickness, disability can be for the Glory of God-
John 9:1-3 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him. 

John 11:4 When Jesus heard that, He said, "This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it." 

Comments: Sickness, Disease, Injury, Disability, Death are all in this world because of the fall of man. Many suffer for the reasons given above, but many also suffer at the hands and because of the actions of others. 
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of these spiritual gifts:
Matthew 10:8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 

Mark 16:17-18 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." 

John 5:6 When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, "Do you want to be made well?" 

Acts 10:38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.

James 5:14-16 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.

Comments: Jesus sent His followers out to do what He had been doing, they had received freely and they were to require no reward for their spiritual ministry. Parts of Jesus’ final words in the Gospel of Mark include laying hands on the sick with the purpose that they will recover.

Jesus perceived that the man had been in this condition a long time and asked if he wanted to be made well. This is an important question. If the person has made a friend or ally of their sickness or for some reason does not want to be made well then this has to be addressed first or we cannot help them much.


Jesus is still going about and doing good by the His anointing of the Holy Spirit and power, only now He is doing so through believers as He chooses to use them.


In James 5:14-16 there are two Greek words for sick. In the first sentence it is the word ‘astheneo’ which means: sick, diseased, feeble (covering basically all the conditions we recognized as needing healing). In the third sentence where the prayer of faith saves the sick it is the word ‘kamno’ which means to toil, to tire, faint, stricken, wearied. The ministers of healing should first address the toil which the person is under, the fears, concerns, etc. and apply the prayer of faith to this. Then the person is ready for healing, notice ‘the Lord’, not the ministers, ‘will raise him up’.
Contribution of these gifts to the ministry of the Body of Christ:

Gifts of Healing and Working of Miracles are both listed among the ‘manifestations’ of the Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12:7-10. As it says these are given to profit everyone (V7). Both are also mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12:27-31 among what appear to be gifts of individual assignment, possibly permanently bestowed. Both of these were used by Jesus and given to be used by the Apostles and other Christians in the Bible as both mercies upon the afflicted and/or proofs of the validity of what was being preached or taught. To this day we are presented with great need for healing in all areas of life and for miracles which remove roadblocks both spiritual and physical.
Opposition to these gifts:

(See Mark 6:1-6, Jesus rejected in His own home town)
Mark 6:5-6 Now He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them. And He marveled because of their unbelief. Then He went about the villages in a circuit, teaching. 

Comments: Unbelief is the main opposition to what are called ‘mighty works’ which God wants to bring. As we see from the passage in Mark even the Son of God ‘could do no mighty work there being restricted by the inability of the people of Nazareth to receive Him. This passage does not refer to those who have yet to believe but to those who have specifically rejected what has been presented to them and what they have heard of as happening elsewhere.

Christians with the Gifts of Healing or the Gift of Working Miracles:


At least some members of the body of Christ will be drawn by the Lord to work in healing and at times believe for miracles. For those believers one of the main things that gets in the way is how we think others will perceive us if the healing or miracle does not happen. We can prepare for this in regards to ministering healing through understanding it from a Biblical viewpoint but at some point there will come a time when a specific prayer or command for healing or a miracle is what God wants. It is at that time we must put ourselves aside and let the Lord do what ever He is going to do without the burden of our expectations or perception of how we will be regarded. No minister knows everything or sees all things, sometimes we will be wrong and should learn to back up and restart instead of getting afraid and withdrawing.
The Gift of Discerning of spirits:

An ability from God to distinguish whether words or actions are from the Holy Spirit or not. Also to sense some or all of what is going on in the spiritual realm for a particular situation and/or to understand if an evil spirit is involved.
Discerning of spirits is another gift from the list of ‘manifestations’ of the Holy Spirit from 1 Corinthians 12:10 and it might be expected to manifest through any given Christian for a particular situation or perhaps be a permanent gifting for some. There is no doubt that the scriptures are very clear on the presence and designs of both the devil and demonic spirits in our world. Jesus dealt with such very directly. The gift of discerning of spirits might be employed during ministry of deliverance from demons but also has many variations in discerning truthfulness, and other spiritual presences which may lead to effective prayer or ministry.
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of this spiritual gift:
Mark 1:27 Then they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, "What is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him." 

Matthew 10:1 And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease.

Luke 10:20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven." 

Matthew 12:43-45 "When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking rest, and finds none. Then he says, 'I will return to my house from which I came.' And when he comes, he finds it empty, swept, and put in order. Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first. 

1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 

1 John 4:1-3 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world. 

Matthew 12:28-29 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you. Or how can one enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his house.

Matthew 16:19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 


Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers , against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 

(This passage goes on to teach about our heavenly armor which is needed for victory over these forces of darkness.)
Comments: Jesus directly dealt with unclean spirits and gave His followers the power to do so also. They were not to rejoice in this accomplishment but rather that their names were written in heaven.


If a person is delivered from an unclean spirit and yet does not get filled with God’s Spirit and begin to let Jesus fill their life with other things then the evil spirit will return and matters will be worse than before.


We are living in the latter times and many have departed or will depart the faith giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons. Don’t believe every spirit, test them, a wicked spirit cannot acknowledge Jesus. 

You cannot enter and spoil a strong man’s house unless you first bind him, (Jesus says this in reference to demons), God has given Christians the power to both bind and loose which has wider application but definitely comes into play when dealing with evil spirits. 


We have to understand that the battles of Jesus are not against flesh and blood people but against the forces of evil. This understanding gives us a correct perspective of life and ministry. We must be clothed with the spiritual armor listed in Ephesians 6.

Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:

Christian’s through whom the Lord reveals the activities of the spirit world or the presence of spirits are very much in need so that that body of Christ can be informed, guided, and at times warned in regards to these. We should expect discernment to operate both in recognition of the presence and workings of the Holy Spirit as well as in recognition of the presence and workings of evil powers. 
Christians with the gift of Discerning of spirits:

Believers with the gift of discerning of spirits have a responsibility to study and understand what the Word of God has to say regarding both the work of the Holy Spirit and the works of the Devil and His angels and how this is to be addressed by the followers of Jesus. This is a very important area for the churches and we must not practice extra biblical spiritualities either ancient or modern. There are too many false teaching and practices regarding this subject in our day. 
The Gift of Different Kinds of Tongues and the Interpretation of Tongues:

Tongues are an enablement from the Lord to speak for Him in another language which has not been learned. Interpretation of tongues is the ability from the Lord to translate what has been spoken in an otherwise unknown tongue.
The two distinct gifts of tongues and interpretation of tongues are group together here due to their interdependence upon one another when used publicly. There is indication in the scripture that it is possible for the speaker to also be the interpreter however the scripture also portrays them as being a combined message brought by separate individuals.

Of interest: All complete examples of the use of the gift of Tongues in the scripture are of people speaking in unlearned languages of men which were understood by men of other countries for the purpose of communicating the truth of God. The only examples we have in scripture of the gift of Interpretation of Tongues are the instances where someone was in attendance whose understood the speaker as using their native language (see Acts 2:7-12).
The scripture does contain two instances of people speaking in tongues upon conversion where no direct record of the tongues being understood is recorded. One of these passages (Acts 10:46) does mention that it was recognized that they were magnifying God so we could assume that the tongues were not the usual but were known to at least some of the hearers. Of the many conversions we read about in the Gospels and the Book of Acts only these two passages (Acts 10:46, and 19:6) include speaking in tongues so it is far from a universal experience or sign of salvation as some modern Christian groups insist upon teaching today. 

The Bible does briefly mention speaking with the tongues of Angels (1 Corinthians 13:1) but gives no direct examples of anyone doing so. In 1 Corinthians chapter 14 Paul relates that: he speaks in tongues, (verse 2) that a person speaking in tongues does not speak to men but speaks to God in spiritual mysteries, that such speaking edifies the individual but is not for the church unless interpreted, that when he prays or sings in the spirit he himself does not understand what is being communicated. These are the only scriptures from which it might be inferred that we can expect to encounter ‘spiritual’ languages used for prayer or singing which will not end up being interpreted but which are never the less part of God’s realm and useful in regards to building up individual believers. 

The gifts of Tongues and Interpretation are governed very specifically by scripture. Because of this there is no need for concern in how they are exercised in the church. It is very interesting that in our day and time the gift of Tongues has become a very divisive subject in the body of Christ. One the one hand many insisting upon the un-Biblical extreme that every believer must speak in tongues, that there is no salvation without speaking in tongues, or insistence upon incorporation of excessive public use of un-interpreted tongues in worship services. On the other hand many insist upon the un-Biblical extreme that all tongues either ceased with the completion of the New Testament or that the practice of tongues is of the devil. The Biblical Christians will have nothing to do with either of these extremes but will simply follow the Lord based upon the instructions of Scripture and allow Him to manifest communication however He may choose, whether in evangelism of people of another language, interpreted messages to the church, or private spiritual language between a believer and Himself which the believer does not necessarily get to understand.
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of these spiritual gifts:

Acts 2:5-12 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, "Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God." So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "Whatever could this mean?" 

1 Corinthians 12:28-30 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues ? Do all interpret? 

1 Corinthians 13:1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.

1 Corinthians 14:2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 

1 Corinthians 14:4-5 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. I wish you all spoke with tongues , but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues , unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification. 

1 Corinthians 14:9 So likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air. 

1 Corinthians 14:11-12 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be a foreigner to him who speaks, and he who speaks will be a foreigner to me. Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel. 

1 Corinthians 14:13 Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 

1 Corinthians 14:15-17 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding. Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the uninformed say "Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say? For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified. 

1 Corinthians 14:18-19 I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; yet in the church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 

1 Corinthians 14:21-22 In the law it is written: "With men of other tongues and other lips 

I will speak to this people; and yet, for all that, they will not hear Me," says the Lord. 

Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers

1 Corinthians 14:26-28 Let all things be done for edification. If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret. But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God. 

1 Corinthians 14:39-40 Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. Let all things be done decently and in order. 

Comments: For the most part the scriptures listed above are self explanatory and require little comment. The experience in Acts is recorded for us where the Galilean believers spoke in un-learned tongues. 1 Corinthians 12:28-30 makes it clear that not everyone will speak in tongues. Without love tongues, like all the other gifts, are pointless. 


Without interpretation we are speaking mysteries to God and speaking into the air. Seeking to edify (build up) the church is far more important than the gift for it’s own sake. If we speak in a tongue let us pray that we may interpret.


Tongues are mainly a sign for unbelievers, a tool to reach them if possible. The reference used in 1 Corinthians 14:21-22 comes from Isaiah 28:11-12 where the Lord is talking about people who are not going to believe.

In the church or church group settings we are to permit tongues, two or at most three speakers, only if there is interpretation. The simple way to govern this is to allow a person to bring the word, ask for interpretation, and then either discuss the interpretation or drop the matter if there is none.

Contribution of these gifts to the ministry of the Body of Christ:

At the bottom of all that the scripture has to say about the spiritual gift of Tongues and the governance of Tongues and Interpretation there is the very simple function of communication from God. Tongues are given by God to speak His truth to those who are not yet saved in their own language. In some cases a person may experience enhancement of a language they have only partially learned when it comes to witnessing to a person for whom the same is a primary language. Tongues also have a valid use, like Prophecy, in bringing a message from God to the Church as long as they are interpreted. Individual use of Tongues which may or may not be interpreted by God are not discouraged and have their place in individual prayer and worship with the resulting fruit being a matter between God and the individual.
Opposition to these gifts:


Many Christian denominations in our day and time reject the use of the gift of Tongues and therefore Interpretation. This is usually based on doctrines which hold the Bible as the only finished and closed communication from God and typically include exclusion of any direct communication from the Holy Spirit. There are no direct scriptural references which would infer that such should be the case.
Christians with the gifts of Different Kinds of Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues:

Christians with these gifts will be prompted by the Holy Spirit to speak and or will receive inspiration of interpretation of what has been spoken. The Bible tells the speaker in tongues to pray that they might interpret.
The Gift of Apostle:

Apostolos, one sent forth. Specifically one sent forth by God. In the context of spiritual gifts, which in the scripture are always associated with the mission of the church rather than focused on separate individuals, sent forth by God through revelation to His Church that such is His will.

The Greek word translated ‘Apostle’ is from the like root word for ‘sent’ which is used in may cases in the New Testament for the actions of the Apostles where it refers to the action (sent) rather than the person (Apostle).
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of this spiritual gift:

Luke 6:13 And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles

Matthew 10:5a, 7-8 These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: … And as you go, preach, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 

Luke 9:1-2 Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.

Luke 10:1, 9 After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go. 
And heal the sick there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' 

Luke 10:17 Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name." 

Acts 2:43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.

Acts 5:12 And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people.

Acts 13:2-3 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. 

Romans 1:1 Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God 

1 Corinthians 12:28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles

2 Corinthians 12:12 Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty deeds.

Eph 4:11-12 And He Himself gave some to be apostles , some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,

Comments: Jesus appointed the first Apostles, His twelve disciples, and empowered them. Later in the Gospel of Luke we read that He empowered and ‘sent’ 70 others to do very similar work. There are also others, Barnabas, Silas, etc. who are named as Apostles in the New Testament, although the 12 remained prominent throughout the historical parts of the New Testament.

It is clear from Acts 13:2-3 & Romans 1:1 that Apostle is a calling and a separation which come from God. No man can just decide to take this calling upon himself nor should the churches recognize those who claim independent appointment by God.


The ‘signs of an Apostle’ are summed up as signs and wonders, we may assume these included those things Jesus sent them out to do i.e. heal the sick, cleanse lepers and diseases, raise the dead, exert authority over demons, and preach the Kingdom of God.

The work of the Apostles in the New Testament always tended to result in reaching new people groups, planting new congregations, and teaching the Word of God to those converted. The signs are an end to the fruit and not an end in and of themselves, we are not to seek for signs.
Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:

As has been stated the New Testament Apostles were mightily used of God to spread Christianity establishing congregations of believers who would, for the most part,  stand the test of 300 years of state persecution.

In our day the gift of Apostle can still be active, but we must wait upon God for His direction regarding who is to be ‘sent’. If God truly sends them out to reach a people group then He will provide the signs as He chooses to do so. The church and the potential Apostle should simply be open to and seeking God on what He wants to do.
Opposition to this gift:

Many Christian denominations in our day and time reject the use of the gift of Apostle as having passed away with the completion of the New Testament. However there is nothing in the New Testament to indicate that this should be the case, on the contrary there are still many un-reached or under reached people groups in the world and God still sends various Christians to them.
Christians with the gift of Apostle:

Believers whom God has appointed through revelation to His church will need to trust the Lord and stay the course as He directs. In reading just the life of Paul from the New Testament we see that there can be many perils associated with this gifting.
The Gift of Helps/Help:

Antilepsis, meaning relief, properly signifies a laying hold of, and exchange, then a help. It is mentioned in 1 Cor 12:28 as one of the ministrations in the local church, by way of rendering assistance.

This word translated ‘helps’ appears only once in the New Testament. Various theories abound regarding the full shade of it’s meaning here, however all agree that it is in regard to helping which would be in a distinctly active manner as a spiritual gift. Perhaps the lack of direct definition in the scriptures drives over complication of concept.


Let it suffice to remain simply helps and we can certainly see examples of this in the Word of God.
Scriptures defining this spiritual gift:

There are no scriptures which directly define this gift. However we have many examples in scripture:
Acts 6:1-4 Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said,"It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word." 

Comments: In Acts 6:1-4 we see that there was need of those who could come alongside the Apostles and take care of some of the workaday business of the church, things too important to be neglected, so that the Apostles could be freed up to pursue their main calling.

Also throughout Paul’s ministry he typically had one or more others with him who were not the main preachers or main apostle of the group but who supplied not only labor for physical needs but the essential supports of fellowship and interaction as would be a great blessing when one is out in new or foreign territory, or for that matter when one of our staff or leaders is heading up a new church project.

1 Corinthians 16:15b — you know the household of Stephanas , that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints — 

Comments: Little is known of the exact actions of the household of Stephanas, but we do know they had devoted themselves to the ministry of their fellow Christians. They were led to help.

Scriptures governing the exercise of this gift:

Serving, assisting, helping, supporting one another in an unselfish and giving manner are all concepts that are built into the very fabric of the Scriptures. All could said to pertain not only to helps but to all gifting and Christian activity.

Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:

Contribution from those with the gift of helps to the ministry of the Body of Christ and to the Kingdom of God is huge. Without such people many plans are made but little gets done. 
Christians with the Helps/Help:

Those with the gift of helps will probably know it already or will discover that it just seems to be their thing to do; coming alongside those who bear heavy main responsibilities or alongside those who are weak or who currently have a large burden to bear. One lesson to always keep in mind from Galatians is that the helper is to come alongside and assist with the load, but never to take from someone else the things which they should rightfully bear.
Galatians 6:2 & 5 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For each one shall bear his own load. 

The Gift of Administration:
The Greek word Kubernesis means to guide, and speaks of one who steers and pilot whatever is being guided, it is said of those who act as guides in the local church  (1 Corinthinans 12:28). An older translation uses the word Government as in to govern.
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of this spiritual gift:

Very few scriptures use this actual word. It is clear from both Acts 27:11 and Revelation 18:17 that Kubernesis is used of shipmasters who govern over, steer, and pilot ships.

What we can say for sure is that the gift of administration has to do with a form of leadership but apparently of leadership over projects, programs, or specific activities as opposed to the leadership of people. Although it is clear that leadership of people as work resources would certainly enter into the picture, i.e. a shipmaster leads the crew in assignment and requirement of their activities.
Luke 22:25-27 And He said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are called 'benefactors.' But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who serves. 

Hebrews 13:17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. 
Comments: As with all forms of leadership in the church, as opposed to the common forms of leadership exercised by the world, the gift of administration will be a form of serving rather than being served as given in these words and this example of Jesus from Luke 22.

The verse in Hebrews 13 is a call to church members to be obedient and submissive to those who rule them, which would include those with gifts of administration who labor over their particular areas of responsibility. However in addition to this main point the scripture also mentions that those who rule must give an account. This should be understood by all who lead or administer in the church, God will hold them accountable for the manner and faithfulness in which they approach their work.
Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:

Many of the support and mission functions of the church require people who are gifted in piloting those efforts effectively. Some of the functions and efforts of the church are of a permanent and ongoing nature and some are seasonal but all need to be administered for the Glory of God.
Christians with the gift of Administration:

Christians who excel in administration seem to gravitate to those ministries which are in need of this service such as arranging a banquet, coordinating relief or mission efforts, perhaps overseeing certain office functions. 
The Gift of Evangelist:
Euangelistes, a messenger of good, denotes a preacher of the Gospel. The distinctiveness of the function is shown in naming Philip ‘the evangelist’ in Acts 21:8 as well as by mention in the list of leadership ministry gifts found in Ephesians 4:11.

Direct mention of the gift of Evangelist is fairly limited in the New Testament, however the work of evangelism is depicted throughout the New Testament as being the first part of the primary task for which Jesus has established His church on earth. The mission of the church is to make disciples: reaching people for salvation through Christ and then training them to become His lifelong followers.

All Christians are called to evangelize, that is to say that by our various gifts and talents coupled with our developing personalities and the new nature God has given us we will share the good news of our own salvation and redemption with others through our words and confirmed by our actions. We are beggars who have received the bread of life. The giver of this bread has but two requirements: that we partake deeply and continuously of it ourselves and that we find the other hungry beggars who need it too.
Christians with the gift of Evangelist:

A Christian whose specific or primary spiritual gift is that of evangelist will be directed and used of the Lord in what may be more effective and direct efforts to evangelize than those of us whose gifts are in another area. From Ephesians 4:11 we learn that the evangelist is involved with the other leadership ministry gifts in equipping the church. We can assume that in this area of service the one with gift of evangelist will be training the members of the body of Christ to reach people for Jesus.


An evangelist may or may not be an effective disciple maker in areas outside their gifting. This is why it is critical for the evangelist to make sure that those who come to Jesus through their preaching are also settled into the church and begin discipleship training.
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of this spiritual gift:
Mark 1:14-15 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." 

Mark 16:15-16 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. 

Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come. 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

Romans 10:14-15 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written:

"How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!"  

2 Tim 4:5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist , fulfill your ministry. 

1 Peter 3:15-16 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 
Comments: Jesus practiced and modeled evangelism for the church. He has commanded us to make it our top priority along with making disciples of those who become saved. By God’s efforts the Gospel will be preached in all the world as His personal goal before He ends this age.


We are not to be ashamed of the Gospel. It is the power behind our very salvation.


Romans 10:14-15 is telling us that people cannot believe unless we preach and we cannot really preach unless we are sent. As believers we need to be sensitive to the Lord’s sending and not assume the details of what we should do or say or where and when we should go.


Perhaps, like Timothy, we will have to endure afflictions in fulfilling this ministry.


Each of us must be prepared to give and answer for the hope that is in us. This starts by giving our hearts fully to God in an undivided manner.
Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:

Whether through a person for whom this is their main gifting or whether through any individual Christian who reaches another for Jesus, it is through the gift of evangelism that salvation goes out from the church to our lost and perishing world. Without evangelism churches become mere social clubs or service organizations and nobody gets saved.
Opposition to this gift:


Opposition to Evangelistic efforts will usually be encountered and should be expected. We are bringing a message that shines light in dark places exposing sin and exposing the fact that people are alone and without God in this world while offering the salvation and fellowship of Jesus. This can be very hard to take in for most people even if they in the midst of personal problems and know that they need something. There is also much regional religious opposition towards Christianity in the world fueled and fired by that enemy of man and God the devil. We are to preach and share from a basis of genuine love and peace, for those times when our words meet opposition we can be sure we are on the right track. 
The Gift of Pastor:

Poimen, a shepherd, one who tends herds or flocks (not merely one who feeds them), is used metaphorically of Christian ‘pastors’, Ephesians 4:11. Pastors guide as well as feed the flock, Acts 20:28

In a sense with Pastor we have a person with gifts of administration but now at a people level, guiding individuals in their spiritual growth and development as Christians, rather than someone who guides projects and programs.
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of this spiritual gift:

Mark 6:34 And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved with compassion for them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach them many things.

John 21:15-17 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Feed My lambs."  He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My sheep." He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep…”

Acts 20:28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

1 Peter 5:1-4 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away. 

Comments: Perhaps the most direct personification of Jesus as the Good Shepherd and therefore as definition of what it means to be a shepherd (poimen) is His reaction to seeing the multitude and knowing that they were as sheep without a shepherd. He began to teach them, it was in His nature to do so, it is what He does and there is no way He could not begin to do so.

From the discourse between Jesus and Peter we see Peter being assigned the gift of Pastor and we also learn to whom the sheep really belong. They belong to Jesus, the pastor is His laborer for tending and feeding the His flock.

Paul’s final words to the ‘pastors’ of Asia Minor tell them that they must take heed not only to the flock but also to themselves. It is of prime importance because this is the flock which cost Jesus His life. No one can truly pastor others unless they also make sure they are caring for their own soul as well.


Serve willingly, eagerly, honestly, and as an example to the flock.

Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:

Without pastors churches do not function. No matter how small the church God will always bring someone into this gifting because people need shepherding. All Christians start through being born again, then as newborn babes we need the milk of the word so that we can grow, as we begin to mature we need direction and guidance in many ways, there is so much to learn and experience on the way to becoming a mature follower of Christ and in many respects this never stops. In the natural world God has created it such that no one made it from being a newborn baby into adulthood without parents. In the spiritual world God has also created it such that no one makes it into Christian maturity without the guidance of spiritual parents, which is the role of pastor.
Christians with the gift of Pastor:

Being a pastor is a position of great trust and responsibility. It is very important that those who would serve as pastors have the gift of pastor in order to be effective in the ministry of shepherding. A Christian with the gift of pastor would be drawn to serve people in matters of spiritual growth. Ability to accept people starting with where they are at and a lot of patience and prayer will be required, God will determine the right flow for each pastor.
The Gift of Abstainance from Marraige:

Eunouchos, denotes an emasculated man, a eunuch, Matthew 19:12. In the third instance of that verse, one naturally incapacitated  for, or voluntarily abstaining from, wedlock.

Jesus and Paul would be our most direct examples of men in the scripture to whom God had given the grace to live without seeking marriage. From a scriptural point of view this always included abstinence from sexual relations of all kinds. The most likely reason the Lord would give this gift is because He has a mission or life calling for the individual which will better be served by the ability to be undistracted by the needs of marriage.
Scriptures defining/governing the exercise of this spiritual gift:

Matt 19:10-12 His disciples said to Him, "If such is the case of the man with his wife, it is better not to marry." But He said to them, "All cannot accept this saying, but only those to whom it has been given: For there are eunuchs who were born thus from their mother's womb, and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He who is able to accept it, let him accept it." 

1 Corinthians 7:6-9 But I say this as a concession, not as a commandment. For I wish that all men were even as I myself. But each one has his own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that. But I say to the unmarried and to the widows: It is good for them if they remain even as I am; but if they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion. 

1 Corinthians 7:32-36 But I want you to be without care. He who is unmarried cares for the things of the Lord — how he may please the Lord. But he who is married cares about the things of the world — how he may please his wife. There is a difference between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman cares about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit. But she who is married cares about the things of the world — how she may please her husband. And this I say for your own profit, not that I may put a leash on you, but for what is proper, and that you may serve the Lord without distraction. But if any man thinks he is behaving improperly toward his virgin, if she is past the flower of youth, and thus it must be, let him do what he wishes. He does not sin; let them marry.

Comments: Jesus stated that all cannot accept this, only those to whom it is given. We really should make sure that this is what the Lord wants for our lives even if it is for a season and then be faithful in it. 


Paul is careful to state that this if written of concession and not as a commandment, his opinion is that those who abstain from marriage can focus more on serving the Lord. He is careful to make sure we understand that this includes sexual purity. 


We do not sin in marriage, in fact most of the Lord’s servants are married and the Lord uses married couples in many ways which an unmarried person cannot be used and vice versa.
Contribution of this gift to the ministry of the Body of Christ:

This ‘gift’ is not so much a functional gift as it is a freedom from responsibilities so as to enable a person to serve in their primary areas of gifting and calling. Churches have always benefited from such persons among us.
Christians with the gift of Abstinence from Marriage:

Knowing this as a gift from the Lord the individual Christian can expect the Lord to free them up from the typical passions towards the opposite sex as well as other things which tend to steer humans towards marriage. Perhaps they will simply find themselves un-interested in marriage.
Conclusion:

Along with and understanding of Spiritual Gifts it needs to be understood that people bring to the church many other abilities and talents, not spiritual in nature, which can also be employed in serving the Lord in what is needful. Perhaps the ‘I’ in IMPACT should be slightly modified, I would suggest: Investing Gifts in Ministry, using my abilities, talents, and spiritual gifts in the Lord’s service.

Spiritual Gifts are also distinct from the natural abilities and talents, which are even common among unbelievers, in that they are always related to the church, the body of Christ. Bodies function corporately not just on an individual piece part level. If one or more members are used in healings then that church body can be said to be functioning in the spiritual gift of healings and so forth with each gift.


Giving a standard test for spiritual gifts has been one of the main means for the modern church to help people identify what their spiritual gifts might be. There may be a few decent tests out there which could prove helpful, however all of these will be biased in some manner or another based on the viewpoints and understanding of those who formulated them. I propose that it may be best to teach and encourage members to seek the Lord about their gifting while engaging in activities they feel drawn towards, at the same time the church spiritual stewards, once trained, can be available for feedback and discussion. In this manner we can be confident that over time Jesus will be faithful to bring the individual believer, perhaps with mentoring, to a point where they know themselves and understand their gifting. We must teach this process and with it remove any frustration from the members regarding discovery of their gifts, it is a process.

Gifting can shift as the Lord desires, especially over the time of discovery. Members should not become insistently attached to their gifting unless it is attached to an active calling from God. There is indication that some of the gifts especially: words, faith, healings, miracles, tongues, are more of a manifestation of the Holy Spirit for a given moment rather than something someone has and therefore consistently walks in.


Desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy since words from God edify, though all the gifts are needful. Desire that the church may prosper spiritually and that it may become all that Jesus wants for it. This is our day, this is our time in history, may we be able to look back on it as a time when Jesus was able to freely bring all His will into play.

-G. Magee
Appendices: (Back up information)

Appendix A:

For those who have read Peter C. Wagner’s book on Spiritual Gifts:

Exceptions to Wagner’s list of 29 gifts based on the foregoing premise:

· Missionary, all scriptures he lists pertain to being specifically ‘sent’, apostolos “one sent forth”, therefore this really pertains to apostle (with a big or little ‘a’)

· Hospitality, all scriptures he lists pertain as a general calling or admonition to all believers. In 1 Cor 16:15 there was a group who ‘addicted themselves’ to hospitality toward the saints, but this does not indicate it was a spiritual gift.

· Voluntary Poverty, all scriptures listed are either general admonition, examples of, or in one case pertain to apostleship, scripture is not clear that this is a distinct gift that in some way pertains to a specific ‘member’ of the body.

· Intercession, ibid

· Deliverance, ibid, however Jesus does say: Luke 10:19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. (KJV)

Therefore at least the power or authority is “given”, but likely this is something to be passed as general for the whole body of Christ through the Great Commission: 

Matt 28:20 “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you…..”

This may be like in Acts 1:8 where we receive Power after the Holy Spirit comes upon us (power to be his witnesses which includes works).

· Leading Worship, the first scripture talks about David working a deliverance on Saul, the others show this as a work or calling appointed to certain Levites. 
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