Progressive Spiritual Training for Pastors and Lay ministers of New Life Christian Fellowship Petaluma.
(All Scriptures are NKJV)

Purpose: We have a great need in New Life for both our Pastors and Lay ministers to come together and grow in common vision, understanding, and practice of the ministry which God has appointed to us, in order to accomplish His vision with consistency and in unity with one another, ultimately to the benefit of Jesus’ Kingdom in this place.
Ephesians 4:12-16

…for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head — Christ —  from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

Method:
Small group format utilizing a progression of topics: discussion, sharing of life experiences, mutual edification, and intra group ministry as lead by the Holy Spirit and guided by the Scriptures. In order to be effective we will each need to let the discussions take us into our souls where we really live and can be real with each other and ourselves about where we are and where we believe we need to be, asking for and offering prayer and support as may be needful. 
(The intent is to foster an interactive group where we can all learn from one another rather than a teacher/learner format. The group will need to govern it’s use of the time.)

Expectations for all participants:

By nature of being ‘training’ this group is being called together of those who have expressed an interest as such. Therefore the expectation of the group for each group member needs to include participation in group discussions and activities, completion of homework assignments before next group (these are not anticipated to be heavy), and devotion to prayer and seeking the Lord regarding the group as well as our individual progress.
Partnering:
We only have so much time to spend together in our group setting and for all of us the nature of the things we are going to approach and discuss will be used by the Lord to surface additional things we need to look at and work through during the time between meetings. In addition, the meetings are going to be moving forward with new topics. Because of this it will be very important for each person to partner with one or two other of the group members and be available to talk with and minister to one another during the intervening weeks. 
SECTIONS:
1) The foundation, knowing who you are in the Lord, who you are to the Lord, understanding the Gospel of Jesus Christ

2) Drawing near to and seeking God, waiting upon Him, hearing from Him, yielding oneself to God
3) Becoming a vessel, cleansed and ready for the Master’s use, able to freely receive, able to freely pour out, freedom from slavery to recurring sin
4) Knowing and developing your own spiritual gifts and allowing the Holy Spirit to use you in spiritual gifting, as well as your natural talents and abilities 

5) Understanding prophecy, speaking as the oracles of God, speaking into the lives of others
6) Understanding how authority operates, learning to live under and exercise God given authority, leaving no place for the devil
7) Living a life of prayer, ministering to others through prayer

8) How to minister healing to individuals, as a vessel of the Master, types of sicknesses (physical, spiritual, of the soul), reasons for sicknesses, leading individuals in discovery of what God is wanting to show them
9) Ministering deliverance, exercising authority over demon spirits, leading individuals in recovering areas of life which they have surrendered to the evil one
10) Disciple makers: Knowing how to help someone through the process of entering the door, starting on the path, dealing with roadblocks, continuing on toward maturity as a Christian
Homework (the homework will always be the same following each session): 

· Purpose to spend specific time with God over the next few weeks processing what you have gained from today’s meeting and letting Him build it into your life. 

· Choose a partner or two from this group with whom you can share what the Lord is touching on in your life over the next two weeks. (Email me if you have questions Gordon.Magee@sbcglobal.net)

· Read and spend some specific time meditating over the scriptures in next section. Try to put them into practice in your daily life, doing so will reveal things to you about yourself.

· Come to next meeting prepared to participate and maintain an expectation of learning about yourself and growing in Christ.

SECTION 1:

The foundation, knowing who you are in the Lord, who you are to the Lord, understanding the Gospel of Jesus Christ
The issue of self acceptance:
Jeremiah 1:5

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you;

I ordained you a prophet to the nations." 

Psalm 139:15-16

My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them. 

Lack of self acceptance is an impediment both to our own lives and to being able to love one’s neighbor. Please briefly share how this working in your life? Are you struggling with this and if so then what does that struggle look like for you?
Isaiah 29:16

Or shall the thing formed say of him who formed it, "He has no understanding"? 

Who you are in the Lord and to the Lord:

1 Peter 2:9-10

But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11

Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed , but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God. 

Have you been able to receive the Lord’s  perspective and viewpoint about you, having a sense that you are washed and sanctified? Do you feel that you are able to freely proclaim His praises? If not, what do you think is hindering this?
Understanding the Gospel of Jesus Christ:

1 Peter 3:15

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;

1 Corinthians 15:1-4

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand,  by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you — unless you believed in vain. 

For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,

1 Peter 2:24-25

who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree , that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness — by whose stripes you were healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 

Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Please briefly share your confidence level in being able to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with another person? How has the Lord directed you in this and are you finding hindrances within yourself in regards to being able to openly share your faith with others? 

Our place in Christ’s Kingdom:

John 15:1-9

"I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 

"I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 

John 15:16-17

You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. 

SECTION 2:

Drawing near to and seeking God, waiting upon Him, hearing from Him, yielding oneself to God

Draw near to God:
James 4:8
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

We are called to draw near to God and He has specifically set this up in such a manner that His drawing near to us is dependent upon our invitational of drawing near to Him first. God’s offer of this level of relationship is so primary to our actually having a life and having salvation that He makes sure to point out that it is sinful and impure for us to do otherwise. This is confirmed in other passages of the Bible which call us to directly engage in seeking God, see Isaiah 55:6-7 & 59:1-2 as examples of this.
Jesus confirmed the primacy of our relationship with God in His prayer:

John 17:3

And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

Paul told the Athenians that God actually had a purpose for predetermining each of our places in history, the length of our days, and the boundaries of life within we get to live:

Acts 17:26-27
And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 

Are you drawing near to the Lord regularly and finding that He draws near to you? Do you regularly bring your questions about life and the decisions you need to make before the Lord, asking, seeking, knocking on His door for direction and answers? Please briefly share about this primary area of your life. If not then what you think is hindering this?
Directions about and hindrances to seeking after God:
You have no doubt heard someone say to you, ‘I just don’t feel close to God’ or ‘I just don’t feel that God is close to me or that He cares’, undoubtedly you have felt that way yourself at times. The scripture give us a number of insights that act as a double edged sword to give the seeker direction and the wanderer warning regarding seeking God, here are a few of them:
Matthew 15:8
"These people draw near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.  

James 1:6-8

But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

Isaiah 40:31-41:1

But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

"Keep silence before Me, O coastlands, and let the people renew their strength!

Let them come near, then let them speak; let us come near together for judgment. 

Hebrews 11:6

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

Group discussion: your are ministering to a person who has shared with you about the flatness of their walk with God, (perhaps someone here today has shared this), what questions can you ask and listen to which will help them to draw conclusions they can do something about?
Are Christians supposed to hear from God? The Ministry of the Holy Spirit:
This is an important question which all ministering Christians need to settle for themselves. It needs to first be divorced from the assumption that all might hear from God in the same manner. Let’s use the scripture to settle the primary question first.
John 14:25-26
"These things I have spoken to you while being present with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.  

John 16:12-14
"I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. 

Matthew 16:15-18

He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 

Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 

Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 

Acts 13:2

As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them."

Please share with the group about the regularity of your experience of hearing from or receiving direction from God. In what manner does the Lord communicate with or direct you and/or what struggles are you having in this area of your Christian life?
Yielding ourselves to God:
A choice:
Joshua 24:15

But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord 

Our Joy in God’s ownership of our lives:

Psalm 100:2-3

Serve the Lord with gladness; come before His presence with singing. Know that the Lord, He is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 

Choosing God over sin:
Romans 6:12-14
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.  For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 

Think about your regular life and it’s attendant struggles, are you finding it a joy to count yourself a servant of the Lord or are you still regularly battling with choices between God and sin and  whether or not you are going to do what you know He wants of you? 
1 Peter 5:6-7

Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 
SECTION 3:

Becoming a vessel, cleansed and ready for the Master’s use, able to freely receive, able to freely pour out, freedom from slavery to recurring sin

2 Timothy 2:19-21

Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity." 

But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work. 

In a Great House:

Many different vessels:
Surely the Lord’s house is the greatest house and so we should expect ‘vessels’ (human pots, pans, cups, pitchers) of every shape size and material. So many churches have gone astray from the human side of faith through enforcing a cookie cutter approach to Christianity. ‘If it does not look like this then it’s not Christian!’ However God in His wisdom has made us all a bit different for purposes of His own. Hopefully we have each been working through, from session one, any controversy we have had with God over how He made us.

Surely there are particulars to the Faith and Gospel but God has designed many different vessels in order to contain these.

2 Corinthians 4:7

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us.

For more insight on why God has not only made people different but also predetermined the boundaries of their lives and lifespan see: Acts 17:26-27.

Some for Honor and some for Dishonor:
In any house some vessels get to hold the flowers and other the waste. Paul is merely using this as an example, for although it is perfectly OK to be a different manner and material of vessel, the passage in context makes it clear that no Christian is to remain a ‘vessel for dishonor’. Whether I am an intricate golden basin or a simple clay pot is not the issue, what I contain should honor the Lord and not dishonor Him. We are to depart from iniquity, to cleanse ourselves from dishonor, so that we will be: ‘sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.’

As the Lord has and continues to work on your life to make you into a vessel that is His very own. What methods has He used to get your attention about things that need to change and secure your commitment to take them seriously enough to pursue cleansing?
The Purpose of a Vessel:

The purpose of a vessel can be summed up in one word: Stewardship. A vessel exists to be filled by its owner, then to contain its owner’s contents until needed by the owner, remaining available for the owner to at any time extract or poor those contents out for whatever purpose the owner chooses. For the Lord’s vessels to honor Him takes two things: first that they are cleansed of dishonoring contents, second that they are available to freely receive the contents of His choosing and freely dispense them at His desire.
How do you react to the idea that you are supposed to be a vessel at the Lord’s beck and call? Though Jesus may be the most wonderful, adoring, and attentive Master a vessel ever had every believer goes through or needs to go through the scrubbing that removes our own ideas and pride about who we are, our perceived privileges, and what we will or won’t do. Ultimately He is Lord of all or of nothing, He may allow this concept to develop gently over time but it must. Do you know where you are in this process?
How would you measure yourself in regards to ownership of things? Do you own things that you would find it difficult to share if the Lord required them?
Freedom from Slavery to Recurring Sin:

All of us stumble into sin from time to time perhaps even trespassing where we know that the Lord has clearly said not to go. Each of us knows the experience of allowing ourselves to boil over with frustration leading to words we should not have spoken and actions we should not have taken. Each Christian is familiar with the conviction of heart the Holy Spirit brings and with our often need, if reluctant at first, to come to repentance and receive the Lord’s forgiveness for our sins. It is because of Jesus’ redemption that we run into our sins and our need for cleansing, this is a normative part of our journey as Christ followers. I think the Old King James Bible puts it best:

Proverbs 24:16a For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again

However, it is another matter altogether when we find ourselves as slaves of recurring patterns of sin. We are creatures of habit with the potential to establish both good and bad habits which then become highly ingrained. Because of our inherent iniquity or wickedness humans often establish bad habits or addictions to sin based upon past events or traumas which bind us into sinful patterns until the original cause is properly processed with and before the Lord. This is actually part of God’s mercy, that undesirable outwards manifestations of sin which ruin our lives and service should accompany inward brokenness for without this mercy we would most often choose to simply live with inner pain or continue to deny its existence, but God wants it healed.
Awareness of recurring sin in our lives does not automatically lead a person to a desire to ask for help, instead, because of our inherent wickedness we naturally tend towards ways we can hide the sin and we begin to convince ourselves that we can control it. Of course the opposite is true. 

Numbers 32:23b and be sure your sin will find you out. 
"Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity."
This commandment from our scripture in 2 Timothy often need a bit of clarification for the concept of iniquity is not commonly spoken of in our day, however we know it by different terms. In short, there are three operative words for sin in the Bible:
Sin- to miss the mark, can be a simple intended or unintended typically unplanned.

Trespass- to deliberately do what you knew you should not, a bit more serious.

Transgress- to willfully defy God or authority in a direct manner.

All three of these have something in common. They are things you ‘do’.

Iniquity is a fourth concept taught throughout the Old and New Testament. It was the Iniquities of the fathers which get passed on to the children in Exodus 20, (not the sins although that is a common miss-translation). In the New Testament we see three English words being used to describe the concept of iniquity: iniquity, lawlessness, wickedness. The differentiation here is that these are things you ‘are’, not things you ‘do’. Iniquity is a matter of the as yet unconverted parts of our heart and mind and character.

Armed with this knowledge it is not hard to see how a person can be bound in a cycle of recurring sin. Our character is shaped by the events of our lives sometimes in good ways and sometimes in bad ways. On the bad side of who we ‘are’ we see the iniquity reflected in the things we ‘do’. As part of our cleansing so that we can be vessels ready for the Master’s use we are called upon to depart from these character qualities of iniquity.
As a group, list the various ways in which you have seen the character qualities of iniquity operate through yourself or others and discuss this concept in general. 
As you go through your week, ask the Lord to reveal to you any patterns of recurring sin in your life. What part of your character do these originate from? What iniquity needs to be addressed? Discuss with your partner, ask for help if need be. 

Psalm 139:23-24

Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
SECTION 4

Knowing and developing your own spiritual gifts and allowing the Holy Spirit to use you in spiritual gifting, as well as your natural talents and abilities 

1 Peter 4:10-11

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Some Biblical truths about Spiritual Gifting:

1) The gifts are of grace not of merit. God makes appointment of the gifts, as stated in 1 Corinthians 12:27-31.

2) The gifts are not actually given to an individual ‘for’ that individual but for the benefit of the body of Christ. (See 1 Corinthians 12:7 as one reference to this).

3) 1 Corinthians 12:31 tells us that we are to desire spiritual gifts and then makes sure we are pointed to chapter 13, the chapter on love, as the better and higher way which must under-gird gifting and which gifting of itself cannot create.

As a group discuss the difference between spiritual gifts which the scripture says are appointed by God to believers and natural talents or abilities which God has distributed to all mankind. Why do you think God has added this higher level of gifting specifically for the Spirit filled Christian? What do you see as His intended benefit?
Throughout the New Testament we are encouraged to use both our spiritual gifting and our natural talents and abilities to serve both God and one another. Believers can typically flow in their natural talents and abilities because these are both natural to them, being present in us before and after salvation, and because they are fully embraced and accepted by society being things common among human-kind. Spiritual gifts are part of the new order for the saved person in Jesus Christ and therefore they come naturally to our born again spirits but not to our flesh. Nor are these ‘gifts’ embraced by society in general. From various listings in the Bible:
Manifestations of the Spirit from 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, Faith, Healing, Miracles, Prophecy, Discerning Spirits, Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues
General Spiritual Gifts from Romans 12:4-8 & 1 Corinthians 12: 28-31

Prophecy, Ministry, Teaching, Exhortation, Giving, Mercy

Apostle, Prophet, Teacher, Miracles, Gifts of Healing, Helps, Administration, Various Tongues

Leadership Ministry Gifts from Ephesians 4:11-12
Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers

Other places in the New Testament:

Celibacy and Possibly Hospitality

Which of these gifts do you recognize in yourself as being something which God has added to you by His Spirit? Perhaps you recognize some of the manifestations of the Spirit from 1 Corinthians 12 which seem to be ministrations which God brings through any believer whenever He wants? 

1 Corinthians 12:31a But earnestly desire the best gifts. 

1 Corinthians 14:1a Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts,

Are you earnestly desiring spiritual gifts? Are you working with the Lord to actively exercise the spiritual gifting He has given to you?

Various tests and exams exist in order to aid believers in the discovery of their spiritual gifts. However we can probably assume that the first believers and most of those who followed after did not rely solely on paper examinations but rather upon the Spirit of God and the discernment of fellow believers.
As a group discuss ways in which we can open ourselves up to the Holy Spirit to discover and develop our spiritual gifts and after or as we are discovering them in what ways can we let the Holy Spirit use us in our spiritual gifts for the benefit of others?  
SECTION 5

Understanding prophecy, speaking as the oracles of God, speaking into the lives of others
Understanding Prophecy:
1 Corinthians 14:1

Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.

Definition of Prophecy or to Prophesy: NT:4395 propheteuo (prof-ate-yoo'-o); to foretell events, divine, speak under inspiration, exercise the prophetic office

Paul’s dialog in 1 Corinthians 14 clearly regards the everyday use of prophecy within the church as opposed to canonical prophecy which becomes scripture, i.e. the Book of Acts speaks of Philip: Acts 21:9 Now this man had four virgin daughters who prophesied.

Prophecy goes hand in hand with Jesus’ stated purposes for sending the Holy Spirit:

John 16:13-14

However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.  

2 Peter 1:21

for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

How can we know if prophecy is from the Holy Spirit?

· Is the prophecy from God?  
· 1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies. Test all things; hold fast what is good. 

· 1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
· Test against: the scriptures, against your own understanding as a Christian (1 John 2:20), discuss with mature believers.
· Is the prophet following scriptural guidelines? - From 1 Corinthians 14
· V3 (purpose of prophecy) But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. (Edify, to build up.)
· V4b (ibid) he who prophesies edifies the church

· V24-25 (truth normally gets confirmed): But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you. 

· V29 & 32 (prophets submit themselves to scrutiny) Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 

Most modern day Western Christians have some apprehensions or even fears about the exercise of prophecy. It’s easy for church leaders to focus more on concerns about false prophecy than on the blessing and benefit from the normative flow of prophetic ministry within the church. Perhaps it’s about trust, perhaps it’s about feeling out of control, perhaps we haven’t done a good job of modeling this? Discuss these things as a group.
Speaking as the oracles of God, speaking into the lives of others:
1 Peter 4:10-11

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God.

Oracles: NT:3051 logion (log'-ee-on); an utterance (of God)

Example of Jesus: 

Matthew 7:28-29

And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

Authority: NT:1849 exousia (ex-oo-see'-ah); from NT:1832 (in the sense of ability); privilege, i.e. (subjectively) force, capacity, competency, freedom, or (objectively) mastery (concretely, magistrate, superhuman, potentate, token of control), delegated influence

Ministers of the New Testament:

· Speak into the lives of others as led by the Holy Spirit

· Requires you to maintaining your connection with the Holy Spirit

· Wisdom in knowing when to hold one’s tongue (Proverbs 17:28, James 3:8-10)
· Weigh it before speaking, how can the message be delivered as: “edification and exhortation and comfort”?
· Check your own motivation towards those to whom you will be speaking.
2 Corinthians 3:4-6

And we have such trust through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant ,not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

Discuss your personal experience thus far with inspiration and how you typically handle sharing it with those it might benefit.
SECTION 6

Understanding how authority operates, learning to live under and exercise God given authority, leaving no place for the devil

Understanding how authority operates:
Matthew 8:5-11

Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, saying, "Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented." And Jesus said to him, "I will come and heal him." The centurion answered and said, "Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, "Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! 

In this passage we see that there is a direct relationship between understanding how authority operates and faith. In fact Jesus marvels that this gentile believes in and receives the operation of this hierarchy of authority in such a matter of fact, perhaps even child like manner.
As a group, discuss the hierarchy of authority that exists within our own lives: in our relationship towards God, in regards to employment, within our families, and within the church body. Scripture verses touching these areas have been listed below in case we need to check our current beliefs against what scripture is saying about this.
Lord of All:
Isaiah 9:6-7

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

Philippians 2:9-11

Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Authority in the Church:
Ephesians 4:11-13

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ
Hebrews 13:7
Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct. 

Hebrews 13:17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 

Earthly Government:

Romans 13:1-2

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.

1 Timothy 2:1-2

Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.

Leadership in the home and workplace:
Ephesians 5:22-25
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her
Ephesians 6:1-9

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth."  

And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 

Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 

And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him. 

Living under and exercising our God given authority:

The opposite of walking in agreement with God’s established authorities in our lives could be outright rebellion but is more typically the sin of presumption, where we presume or assume that we don’t have to check or agree with God or others but that our way is best.

Psalm 19:12-13

Who can understand his errors? Cleanse me from secret faults. Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, and I shall be innocent of great transgression. 

Judges 21:25 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.

(In our days, especially among highly independent Americans, we tend to refuse to have anyone rule over us. It’s easy to live as if there is no King.)
Jesus calls those who rule to serve:
Matthew 20:25-28

But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave —  just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

(Refer back to the church leadership scripture in Ephesians 4:11-13, their purpose is to build up the others, to serve.)
We walk in agreement with God when we exercise our God given authority from a servant’s heart AND when we submit ourselves to those God has put in authority over us.
New Life Core Value, Leadership-

We believe the purposes of healthy leadership are primarily influence, training & support … not power, authority & control.

Hypothetically:
God has made it clear to you that He is interested in your pursuit of a specific task or ministry within the context of the church and affecting the lives and ministries of others. How should you proceed? 

What do you do if/when those in authority over those areas do not agree or want to modify what you believe God called you to do?
God has put you into a leadership role over a ministry or group in the church, what considerations could you make in regards to serving the members and workers of that ministry or group?

Leaving no place for the Devil:

Many of the people we meet, interact with, and minister to are very misaligned when it comes to living under and exercising God given authority. In short they are really giving place to the devil and his schemes rather than to God. The only real path back from this place of bondage, for us or them, is to begin to recognize, submit to, and live under God’s plan and authority structure for our lives.
James 4:7

Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
Paul had words of advice for the servant of the Lord who would be used to help others in such a situation:
2 Timothy 2:24-26

And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.
Discuss a time when you recognized someone in your life who was rejecting authority to their own hurt. Did you get the opportunity to assist them with this? How did it go?
SECTION 7

Living a life of prayer, ministering to others through prayer

Prayer and Faith:

Hebrews 11:6

But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

Mark 11:22-24

So Jesus answered and said to them, "Have faith in God. For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them. 

1 John 3:22

And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.

These scriptures and many others spell out the connection between prayer and faith. John makes sure we understand that an active rather than passive faith is the focus. A life of answered prayer is not promised to those who have no intention of following Jesus. 

Group discussion: how certain are you that the One who has called us into faith and prayer is going to pay attention to and in some way answer your prayers? Why?

A lifestyle of prayer:
Luke 18:1

Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart,

Ephesians 6:14-18

Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
Do you ever lose heart regarding your prayers? What do you think it means to pray without ceasing?
Ministering to others through prayer:

The Bible seems to assume that we will minister to others through prayer. The following guidelines and discussion points are really only necessary because of the private nature of human beings within our particular culture. It is often a false privacy but it must be respected because in prayer we are crossing over another person’s boundaries and not just our own.
Praying with someone instead of for them:
Nothing in the Bible says that it’s more powerful to pray ‘for’ someone when they are not around than to pray ‘with’ someone regarding the issues of their life. However, there is a communication of loving and valuing which takes place when we pray ‘with’ a person regarding things near and dear to them. This could be done one the spot, over the phone, or even typed back in response to an email.

Offering to pray for someone:
We should never assume that it is OK to just begin praying for someone in their presence. Unless we already know that this is the case then we should always ‘offer’ to pray for someone and then it’s OK to surprise them by doing it right there on the spot. For the most part experience shows that they may be taken aback a bit when you start, but they will realize that they just said ‘yes’ and will be blessed by it.
What hesitations, if any, do you have regarding praying with someone on the spot for an issue or situation they have made known to you?

Dialog and Discernment:
Jesus often asked questions before ministering to people and we would do well to follow this example. A bit of dialog and discernment through a few gentle questions before the prayer can help reveal what really needs to be prayed about. Ask them ‘Why’? Why do they believe that or feel that way or suspect what might be happening? Are their hearts and motives in the right place? Is this the right timing for me to offer prayer?
Can anyone share about and experience where asking a few questions helped to reveal more than what was on the surface?
Mark 9:23-24

Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes." 

Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!" 

SECTION 8:

How to minister healing to individuals, types of sicknesses (physical, spiritual, of the soul), reasons for sicknesses, leading individuals in discovery of what God is wanting to show them

Ministering Healing:

In the Bible we observe two main avenues through which God has chosen to bring healing. The first is God’s ability to simply heal by acts of power whenever He so chooses. The second focuses on dialog, discernment, and prayer. It is important for us to learn what to expect as being normative in our role as ministers of God’s Kingdom. 

The flow of God’s healing power vs. God’s healing through dialog, discernment, and prayer:
God’s choice to allow healing power to flow through or from an individual:
· Jesus Christ:

· Luke 6:19, And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them all. (ref Matt 12:15, Mark 3:10, Luke 5:17)

· Acts 2:22 Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders , and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know — 

· The Apostle Peter (and others), Acts 5:15-16 so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed. 

· The Apostles, 

· Acts 2:43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.

· Acts 4:29-30 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus." 

· Acts 14:3 Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly in the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 

· The Deacon Stephen, Acts 6:8 And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and signs among the people.

· The Apostle Paul, 

· Acts 19:11-13 Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them. (ref Act 15:12)

At various times and through various people God has been pleased to simply let His merciful healing power flow to touch and bear witness to individuals or multitudes at a time. Acts 14:3 tells us God ‘was bearing witness to the word of His grace.’
Those used were walking in the manner established by Jesus, that is: I am here to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work, (John 4:34). As Stewards of the grace of God this should characterize everything we do. As we make the will of Him who sent us our primary focus then He is free to use us in any manner He chooses.

Do you sense that your own life is committed to God along these lines of being here in this world to do His will? Do you have any reservations regarding the extent to which He might use you in ministering healing?
God’s choice to allow healing through dialog, discernment, and prayer:
· One of many examples of Jesus, John 5:7-9, 14 Now a certain man was there who had an infirmity thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he already had been in that condition a long time, He said to him, "Do you want to be made well?" The sick man answered Him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; but while I am coming, another steps down before me." Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your bed and walk." And immediately the man was made well, took up his bed, and walked. … Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, "See, you have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you." 
· Other examples of Jesus:

· Mark 8:23-25 So He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the town. And when He had spit on his eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw anything. And he looked up and said, "I see men like trees , walking."  Then He put His hands on his eyes again and made him look up. And he was restored and saw everyone clearly.

· Mark 9:21-24 So He asked his father, "How long has this been happening to him?" And he said, "From childhood. 22 And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us." Jesus said to him, "If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes." Immediately the father of the child cried out and said with tears, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief !" 

· The Great Commission, Jesus sends His followers to do likewise:

· Mark 16:15-18 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." 
· It is clear from these passages that Jesus used: dialog in asking questions, discernment regarding what the cause was and what to do next, and prayer sometimes verbally declared to seal the healing. From the example of the Apostles and other believers, as well as Jesus’ own words, we are to go and do likewise.

Praying for sickness- physical, spiritual, or of the soul (mind/will/emotions):
· James 5:13-17 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much. 

· ‘Is anyone among you sick?’ Sick (Greek): Astheneo, to be feeble in any sense, diseased, impotent, weak, sick. ‘Call for the elders of the church.’
· ‘And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up.’ Sick (Greek): Kamno: to work, to toil, to be weary, to tire. From Vines’s: The choice of this verb instead of repetition of Astheneo is suggestive of the common accompaniment of sickness, weariness of mind, which not infrequently hinders physical recovery. Gordon: The focus of our meeting with the sick person is first of all to assist them to come back to a basis of faith and rest in the Lord and what He will choose to do. Our prayers of faith save them from this state of mind ‘and the Lord will raise him up. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.’ 

· Dialoging and using discernment during prayers for healing. ‘And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed.’ It is poor practice to merely pursue symptoms. It is of the utmost importance to pursue root causes in order that the person may truly be healed. First, seek the Lord together on the cause, then work together, leading the sick person, regarding any necessary resolution i.e. repentance, forgiveness, restitution, setting house in order, etc.
Reasons for sickness:
· Is the sickness due to sin or iniquity? Clearly the verses in James as well as Jesus statement to the man at Bethesda (and many other scriptures) indicate that this is often the case and will have to be confessed and dealt with in order for healing to come.

· Is the sickness unto death? 2 Kings 20:1 In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death. And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to him, "Thus says the Lord: 'Set your house in order, for you shall die, and not live.'" In the case where the Lord reveals that the sickness is unto death we need to work with the person to heal the accompanying toil of their mind, bring them to where they are trusting the Lord. Make sure they have help in getting their house in order.
· Is the sickness for the glory of God? Perhaps in a special way where the healing will bring God glory. John 9:1-3 Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind ?" Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him.  

· Is the sickness the result of the sin of others against this person or against humanity? If this is discerned to be the case we can simply pray for God’s merciful healing. However don’t forget to assist the person to work through their troubled mind until they are at a place of peace and able to trust in and receive from the Lord.

How would these methods change your approach in regards to ministering healing prayers for those in need? Can you see how all of these things hinge upon your own connection with God and submission as His servant, ready to be directed and sent as Jesus was?
SECTION 9:

Ministering deliverance, exercising authority over demon spirits, leading individuals in recovering areas of life which they have surrendered to the evil one

A Biblical understanding of the need for deliverance from evil spirits separates into two basic categories: first and most common the devil and demons exercise domination over one or more areas of a persons life, secondarily a person could actually be possessed.

Know your enemy:
It is important for us to know our enemy, Paul intimates that Satan takes advantage through ignorance:

2 Corinthians 2:11 lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.
From Isaiah we learn that Satan, and therefore every demon, is a sinfully self-focused creature the same as fallen man. Because of this he has no trouble at all planting directive decision urging thoughts, temptations, and suggestions into our minds. We also learn from this passage that God has already declared an end to the schemes of this madman.

Isaiah 14:12-15 "How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!

How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! 

For you have said in your heart: 'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.' 

Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit. 

The Christian minister must be prepared not only with knowledge but spiritually, Ephesians 6:10-18 gives those details, verse 12 gives the reason.
Ephesians 6:12

11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

Ministering recovery from domination:

Demonic and even satanic domination of various areas of human life can be extreme to where we would say, ‘that is a wicked person’. Jesus actually accused some of the Jews of this very directly:

John 8:44-45 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 

More commonly though is the level of domination found even in those we would not call wicked persons. A simple anatomy of how domination enters from the father of lies and gets established in a person to the point where one or many areas of their life are in a mess follows:

Father to Child, ‘you will never amount to anything’.

Mother to Child, ‘you are so stupid’.

Two common natural (fallen) responses: (In either of these the lie is internalized.)

1. I guess I won’t, I guess I am (Go with flow response, accepts the lie as truth.)

2. Oh yes I will, No I am not (Resist flow response, reaction to lie to prove it wrong.)

Both of these responses lead to bondage, both are internalized and become what the scriptures call iniquity or moral wickedness within our hearts. Both become the basis for behaviors that either go with the flow of the lie or specifically waste time resisting what is in actuality a lie to begin with.

Example of Adam and Eve:

In Genesis chapter 2 we see Eve, and then Adam, being told a lie by Satan. Their response is to go with the flow, they believe and internalize that lie initially resulting in the behavior of disobeying God. Now they, and all their offspring, are dominated by demonic moral wickedness which requires the deliverance of being born again to escape it’s foundational effect.

Example of Saul of Tarsus (Paul):

Saul had fully embraced the ‘lie’ (many lies) of righteousness through legalistic religion, in his case Judaism. Embracing legalism as if it were truth resulted in behaviors that went as far as rounding up Christians for execution. Saul was dominated, a tool of the devil, until Jesus delivered him by vision and then ministry of prophetic prayer though Ananias. (Acts Chapter 9).

It may be apparent that everyone not saved is dominated by the devil. What may be less apparent is that even the saved can be holding onto areas in their lives where they have internalized lies and are producing bad fruit of bad behaviors because of this. In that sense they are also dominated in those areas of their lives. The good news is Jesus came to set us free:

John 8:32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.

As humans we are designed to yield ourselves, we are supposed to yield ourselves to God but often yield ourselves to the devil’s lies instead. The scripture is clear that we are slaves to whom we yield ourselves, either to God or to un-godliness.

Romans 6:16
16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 

What godly decision could Eve have made that would have changed the course of human history? 

Put yourself in the shoes of the child hearing from mom or dad that they are just no good. What godly decisions can be made by that child which would not lead into bondage?

Helping a person to recover:

Recovery from domination is actually very basic, the lie believed or resisted must be exposed and then rejected as such. At the same time it needs to be replaced with a godly decision that does not lead to bondage. 

Example:

God involves you with a person who is always down on themselves, to the point where they cannot or will not involve themselves in service to the Lord even though they received Him and were baptized into the church. What might be is the problem?

Let’s assume that we are praying for them and God is working on them to the point where they see this and want to become free. (It is impossible to help deliver a person who doesn’t see the need.) As with sickness, a bit of dialog and discernment with prayer, perhaps over time, can reveal the lie upon which this area of their life is based. Ask why? Why does this behavior exist in your life? Then, why do you believe that? Get to the root issue. 

Let’s assume the example where as a child they had accepted and internalized mom’s words ‘your are so stupid’, and they realize that this is the root cause of their behaviors. Simple prayers can now follow where you lead this person in renouncing that as a lie of the devil and rejecting his control over their life. They also need to receive God’s truth about themselves and to decide that His truth will be the new foundation for this area of their life from now on. The truth in this case may simply be revealed to them by the Spirit of God or may need some help from the scriptures, ‘you are wonderfully made’, ‘God is for me’, etc.

Do you see how domination has and does affect perhaps both yourself and the people you already know? Satan incessantly works his schemes, enabled by our ignorance.

Demonic Possession:

In all cases where we see Jesus dealing directly with delivering a person from demonic possession there is no real interaction with the possessed person, Jesus seems to have needed to ask a few questions at times of the demon(s) or others but He deals very directly with the demon itself. Jesus sent out the 12 and again the 70 disciples with power over evil spirits and they returned saying that even the evil spirits are subject to us in your name. See Luke 10:17-20.

What can we learn from the record of scripture?

1. We won’t have to wonder, it will be very apparent that a demon is actually in control of and possessing a person. 

2. Jesus commanded demons, demons were subject to Jesus followers in His name. In one case Jesus allowed them to enter pigs but there was never a bargain about whether they could continue to possess the person.

3. Jesus seemed to need to identify the demons by name at times and then had command of them, He asked them directly to identify themselves.

4. Jesus did look for root cause in some cases, i.e. the father who was in unbelief needed to believe before his child could be delivered, unbelief many have been the reason for this possession.

5. It is God’s will to deliver those who are tormented by possession. See the following scriptures:

Acts 10:37-38 that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 

Hebrews 2:14-15 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
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