Stewardship

Introductions (handout, pen/pencil, questions, readers)

Becoming A High IMPACT Christian, I.M.P.A.C.T.

The ‘A’ in IMPACT stands for: “Accept Responsibility as a Steward. – Viewing ourselves as accountable to God for how we invest the time, money and talents He has entrusted to our care.”

(All Scripture references are from the NKJV.)

1. Definition of a Steward, (servant who has been entrusted)


1 Peter 4:9-11, “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”


Servant-hood foundational to stewardship



- Servant-hood is an issue of the heart, willing vs. unwilling



- Stewardship is an understanding of responsibility and relationship

 between the servant and the master.

2. Stewardship is not a special calling: same principals, similar resources


Principles of Stewardship: focus on the interests of my master (Gen 24), ministering and caring for the resources He has entrusted me with.

(Stewardship as part of leadership, parenting, pastoring, employer or boss.)

Exercise: List three differences between a Steward and an Owner.


Resources from God: 

- The Gospel and Word of God

- Time

- Material wealth and possessions

- Our person and relationships (Spirit, Soul, Body)

- Talents and gifting.

3. The mindset of a steward/servant


A. To be like my master: 


Matthew 10:24-25 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master.”


B. To focus on the needs of others: 


Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”


C. To represent the interests of my Master:


2 Corinthians 5:20-21 “Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.”

4. Two motivations for serving the Lord: Love and Fear


A. Love and fear in proper balance


John 14:21 “He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.”


Luke 12:4-6 “And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him!”


Luke 12:6-7 “Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And not one of them is forgotten before God. But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.”


B. Revising our picture of God



- We can not faithfully represent our Lord as stewards:

if we do not know our Master.

if our understanding of Him is based on lies or wounding.


C. The main Motivation of a Steward/Servant (Jesus is coming back!)


Matthew 24:45-51 "Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods. But if that evil servant says in his heart, 'My master is delaying his coming,' "and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Question and answer time

5 minute break

5. Stewardship of the Lord’s Gospel and Word 
(It can’t be about others for God until it is about us and God.)


2 Timothy 2:15 “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”


A. The importance of words


Matthew 5:17-20 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”



- Are all translations created equal?



-Which commandments are still valid for us today?

B. The central focus: reconciliation of man to God (in salvation and discipleship)



Matthew 28:18-20 “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.”


C. Maturing as a steward, learning as we go



Romans 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”



2 Peter 3:17-18 “You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.”

D. The wounded ambassador, becoming well as we go



Luke 17:12-15 “Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. And they lifted up their voices and said, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!" So when He saw them, He said to them, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed.”


E. Impact class “P”, Presenting Christ well to others.
Questions?

6. Stewardship of the time we have been given


A. Settling the question of why I am here


Philippians 1:21-25 “For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you. And being confident of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all for your progress and joy of faith,”


Ephesians 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”


B. Organization through prayer and Vision


Luke 6:12-14 “Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles:”

John 16:13-15 “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and declare it to you.”

Questions?

7. Stewardship of material wealth and possessions (The Longest Section.)


A. Ownership/Stewardship, what is yours to do with as you want?

Acts 5:1-4 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles' feet. But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God." 



1. - Stewardship is a condition of the heart, sharing from selflessness



Acts 4:32 “Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.”



2 Corinthians 9:7-8 “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.”



2. - A man who needed to leave everything 



Mark 10:17-31 Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked Him, "Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?" So Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery,' 'Do not murder,' 'Do not steal,' 'Do not bear false witness,' 'Do not defraud,' 'Honor your father and your mother.' " And he answered and said to Him, "Teacher, all these I have observed from my youth." Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "One thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me." But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!" And the disciples were astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, "Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves, "Who then can be saved?" But Jesus looked at them and said, "With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are possible." Then Peter began to say to Him, "See, we have left all and followed You." So Jesus answered and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel's, who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time--houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions--and in the age to come, eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first."

B. Principals of giving



1. - Development of a relationship of trust between ourselves and God



Proverbs 3:9-10 “Honor the LORD with your possessions, And with the firstfruits of all your increase; So your barns will be filled with plenty,

And your vats will overflow with new wine.”



2 Corinthians 9:6-8 “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.”



Who benefits the most from giving?



2. - A means to bless as our master would bless (Remember Steward/Ambassador for Christ)



Luke 6:30-36 “Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them back. And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.”



3. - The principal of cause and effect



Luke 6:38 Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you."

2 Corinthians 9:6 “But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.”



4. - Responsibility in giving (Discerning what a person truly needs.)


C. Caring for the things we have been entrusted with



Psalm 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork. 


D. Tithes and Offerings



1. - What is Tithing?

Strong’s OT 6237:
`asar (aw-sar'); a primitive root (ident. with OT:6238); to accumulate; but used only as denominative from OT:6235; to tithe, i.e. to take or give a tenth.



Tithing or giving the tenth is defined in detail in the Law of Moses.



Genesis 28:20-22 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, so that I come back to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God. And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You." 



2. - Is tithing still a commandment for Christians?




a. (Does God want me to tithe?)




b. Disagreement among Christians 

Mainly centering on the role of the Old Testament: ie 

rejection of the OT laws because the OT covenant is no longer in force. (Not under the law but under grace.)

Bottom line is: you will have to decide what you believe. 

(Consider the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:17-20.)




c. The New Testament on tithing: (Only one verse.)




Matthew 23:23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.”



3. - How does Tithing work? (Support for the works and workers of God)




a. The Old Testament model




Deuteronomy 14:22-29 "You shall truly tithe all the increase of your grain that the field produces year by year. And you shall eat before the LORD your God, in the place where He chooses to make His name abide, the tithe of your grain and your new wine and your oil, of the firstborn of your herds and your flocks, that you may learn to fear the LORD your God always. But if the journey is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, or if the place where the LORD your God chooses to put His name is too far from you, when the LORD your God has blessed you, then you shall exchange it for money, take the money in your hand, and go to the place which the LORD your God chooses. And you shall spend that money for whatever your heart desires: for oxen or sheep, for wine or similar drink, for whatever your heart desires; you shall eat there before the LORD your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your household. You shall not forsake the Levite who is within your gates, for he has no part nor inheritance with you. "At the end of every third year you shall bring out the tithe of your produce of that year and store it up within your gates. And the Levite, because he has no portion nor inheritance with you, and the stranger and the fatherless and the widow who are within your gates, may come and eat and be satisfied, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do.




Deuteronomy 26:12-15 "When you have finished laying aside all the tithe of your increase in the third year--the year of tithing--and have given it to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, so that they may eat within your gates and be filled, then you shall say before the LORD your God: 'I have removed the holy tithe from my house, and also have given them to the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, according to all Your commandments which You have commanded me; I have not transgressed Your commandments, nor have I forgotten them. I have not eaten any of it when in mourning, nor have I removed any of it for any unclean use, nor given any of it for the dead. I have obeyed the voice of the LORD my God, and have done according to all that You have commanded me. Look down from Your holy habitation, from heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the land which You have given us, just as You swore to our fathers, "a land flowing with milk and honey." ' 




b. The Spirit of Tithing (Rather than the letter of the law of tithing.)



2 Corinthians 3:4-6 “And we have such trust through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”




We cannot tithe in the manner that Israel did (animals and grains), but we can practice the spirit or intention of tithing to the same ends towards our leadership, church, the poor, and so obey the Lord. This spirit of tithing was first expressed by Jacob as we read earlier.




Like the Israelites, when we bring our tithe to church we feast and rejoice in it’s benefit as well as sustaining our clergy. When we invite and bring the un-churched we share the benefit of the tithes as they did with the stranger, poor, fatherless, and Levite among them. We can also practice the spirit of the ‘third year’ by insuring that one third of our tithe goes to assist the local Levite, stranger, fatherless, and widow.





c. The Lord’s rebuke to Ancient Israel




Malachi 3:8-12 "Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me!

But you say, 'In what way have we robbed You?' In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this whole nation. Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this," Says the LORD of hosts, "If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it. "And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field," Says the LORD of hosts; "And all nations will call you blessed, For you will be a delightful land," Says the LORD of hosts. 



4. - Offerings, a special deed from the heart 



1 Chronicles 16:29 “Give to the LORD the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come before Him. Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness!”



Matthew 5:23-24 “Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.”

Questions?

8. Stewardship of our person and relationships


1 Thessalonians 2:8 “So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.”


A. This life in Christ is meant to be shared.


2 Corinthians 1:3-4 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.”


B. Caring for our Bodies the temple of God’s Holy Spirit.


1 Corinthians 3:16-17

Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are. 


Ephesians 5:29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.


C. Nourishing our soul and spirit


IMPACT ‘M’ Meet as a Church Family, IMPACT ‘C’ Create Community through Small Groups, IMPACT ‘T’ Take time alone with God.


D. Caring for our relationships (Example of marriage)


Ephesians 5:22-27 “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

Questions?

9. Stewardship of our Talents and Gifting


IMPACT ‘I’ Investing Gifts though Ministry.


The difference between gifts and talents or abilities.



The gift lists: 




Motivation gifting- Romans 12: 6-8




Ministry gifting- 1 Corinthians 12:1-31




Leadership Ministry gifting- Ephesians 4:8-16




Others, celibacy, hospitality




1 Peter 4:10 “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”

Wrap up with question and answer time.

Tying this all back to the goal: “Becoming a High IMPACT Christian”.

Exercise: Write down three action steps for yourself that you now chose to take based on what you have learned from the Stewardship teaching.

Denying ourselves in order to follow Christ.

Close the session (Prayer)
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