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Pursuing Spiritual Excellence
“TELLING THE WHOLE TRUTH”
Daniel 5:1-31
Intro: Series-Pursuing Spiritual Excellence, today: Telling the whole truth.
Over last 5 weeks, following the lives of certain Jewish exiles, Daniel & his friends, as well as the life of a once great King of Babylon Nebuchadnezzer. (by the way what city occupies that place today?) Baghdad, Iraq
We’ve sat ringside as Daniel and his friends have had to learn to pursue spiritual excellence: Living in a spiritually hostile culture and how to face seemingly impossible challenges.

On the other hand King Nebuchadnezzer has been on a hard ride from God from spiritual ignorance towards spiritual awakening, the beginning of the journey towards spiritual excellence.

His first step towards God comes when Daniel not only interprets the King’s dream but first tells him what he dreamed. Witnessing this Nebuchadnezzar declares: ‘Your God is the God of gods’, the King promotes Daniel to first ruler of Babylon, the King now knows more about God, but he still remains ignorant of his own personal need for God.
God’s second move in the king’s life came when the king demands to be worshipped and throws Daniel’s friends into a fiery furnace for refusing. One ‘like the Son of God’ protects them and Nebuchadnezzer is astonished. Thinking to pay God homage he proclaims ‘If anyone speaks a word against their God’ …
But the Lord is not getting through to the king and last week Ron preached on Learning the Lesson of Humility. God would have to break Nebuchadnezzar’s pride in order to reach him. (Some of us could tell our own tale on that.)

Daniel is sent to warn the King of this and call him to repentance and faith, but in his pride and ignorance Nebuchadnezzar descends into proclaiming his own greatness and so the Lord proceeds to humble him, giving him the mind of a beast for 7 years. (good thing he promoted Daniel or likely…)
Let me read you part of King Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony that resulted from the Lord’s humbling: 
King Nebuchadnezzer-

Daniel 4:34, 36-37
And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: 

At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my honor and splendor returned to me. My counselors and nobles resorted to me, I was restored to my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added to me. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all of whose works are truth, and His ways justice. And those who walk in pride He is able to put down.

Lesson #1-Telling the Whole Truth: The Lord God has and does go to great lengths to reveal Himself to those He is seeking to save. 
God sent His Son Jesus for this very purpose: 

Luke 19:10 “for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." 

Many here who have become Christians could share your testimony of what great lengths the Lord has gone to in order to finally reveal himself to you. Some stories of wonderful discovery and joy, some of straight and difficult times, all miraculous in one way or the other.
On the other hand perhaps you are here recognizing that God has been working in your life and circumstance, calling you to finally step over yourself and into a real and fluid relationship with your Creator. There’s a lot to be learned from God’s interaction with this prideful and self absorbed king.
By the way, even to this day members of the Assyrian Christian Church consider Nebuchadnezzar to be the first Assyrian to receive a real saving faith in God.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

King Belshazzar-

The next character we meet in this Book of Daniel is Nebuchadnezzar’s son, King Belshazzar. Let’s see what we can learn from the Lord’s dealings with this next king of Babylon over his very short reign.
Daniel 5:1-31 (Overview)

Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand of his lords, …While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave the command to bring the gold and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple which had been in Jerusalem, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. … They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone. 

(These were vessels made by Solomon, not made for drinking from but dedicated to the worship service of the former Jewish temple.)
In the same hour the fingers of a man's hand appeared and wrote opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace; and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote. Then the king's countenance changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his hips were loosened and his knees knocked against each other.

(Ever been that scared?)

Now all the king's wise men came, but they could not read the writing, or make known to the king its interpretation. Then King Belshazzar was greatly troubled, his countenance was changed, and his lords were astonished. 

The queen spoke, … There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. And in the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, were found in him; … now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation. 

The king spoke, and said to Daniel, … Now if you can read the writing and make known to me its interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.
(Daniel had been first ruler during the days of Belshazzar’s father, seems he got sidelined.)
… Daniel answered, … "Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your rewards to another; … O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father a kingdom and majesty, glory and honor. And because of the majesty that He gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared before him. … But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him. Then he was driven from the sons of men, his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. They fed him with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till he knew that the Most High God rules in the kingdom of men, and appoints over it whomever He chooses. 

"But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, although you knew all this. And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven. …you have praised the gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which do not see or hear or know; and the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all your ways, you have not glorified.  Then the fingers of the hand were sent from Him, and this writing was written. 
"And this is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.  

This is the interpretation of each word. Mene: God has numbered your kingdom, and finished it; Tekel: You have been weighed in the balances, and found wanting; Peres: Your kingdom has been divided, and given to the Medes and Persians." …
That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain. And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, … 
Lesson #2-Telling the Whole Truth: The end result of rejecting the truth of God is judgment. 
Jesus taught us:

John 12:46-48 I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness. And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him — the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.

Wow, two extremes in back to back chapters of the Bible. Why is it that the Lord God would show such patience and extend such grace towards Nebuchadnezzer (albeit with a pretty heavy hand when needed), and yet seems to cut right to the chase with his son Belshazzar? What was the main difference between these two men?
Nebuchadnezzar was being lead from ignorance about God into the truth about God and himself.

Daniel says that Belshazzar knew the truth about God and yet had not humbled himself, had lifted himself up against the Lord, had turned to gross idolatry rejecting the truth about God.

By the way, the God’s which Belshazzar worshipped: Silver, Gold, Bronze, Iron, Wood, Stone. Not so far off from the materialism our surrounding culture worships- we could say that bank accounts, paychecks, get rich quick schemes, prayers for wealth and for more represent the Silver and Gold, that the status symbol of vehicles and toys represent Bronze and Iron, our nations recent sub-prime mortgage crisis reflects the desire and greed with which houses of Wood and Stone have been pursued.
It is good to have enough and be blessed with what we need. God promises that to His followers. However mankind is warned in the Bible that idolatry crosses a line which God will not long tolerate. If crossed in ignorance He tries to reach us, if crossed in willfulness we don’t go unpunished.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Daniel-
The third character in our scriptures today is of course Daniel. We’ve become a bit familiar with him over these last few weeks and we know that he is a man who loves the Lord his God, is committed to integrity (we will see that tested in next weeks message), and Daniel has not shirked from humbly speaking the truth for God, even calling kings to repentance. 

Lesson #3- Telling the Whole Truth: Sometimes we are called upon to speak the truth into the lives of others, even when the process is not pleasant.

Jesus said:

Matthew 10:16-20 Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to councils and scourge you in their synagogues. You will be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be given to you in that hour what you should speak; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you. 

Daniel lived before Jesus’ day, but his life shows he clearly understood this teaching. That he was called of God to be both wise and harmless, that God may ask of him to speak up even in potentially hazardous situations, and that he could have confidence that the Lord God would give him the right words to say as he obeyed.

All over this globe, through the centuries and even in our present day, millions of our fellow Christians suffer persecution from their governments and countrymen for the words they are given to speak and the lives they are given to live for God. Their plight is often dire but their testimonies are inspirational. Check it out next time you’re surfing the web:
WWW.PERSECUTION.COM
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Bigger Picture- 
While we are looking at telling the whole truth, we can’t ignore the bigger picture 
Yes, it was about God’s desire to seek and save King Nebuchadnezzer, but it was not just about Nebuchadnezzer. 

Yes it was about whether King Belshazzar would walk in the truth which he knew about God, but it was not just about Belshazzar. 
And…if we look at the whole truth… it is about the Lord God’s desire to seek and to save you and I, and it is about whether or not we will then walk in the truth which is revealed to us, but it is not just about what is happening with us. There is always a bigger picture.
This is a hard one for Americans: raised with the mantras of independence, individual rights, and don’t tread on me! Perhaps each of those things have their place, but quite a bit of bad fruit has come from their misuse. 
We live in neighborhoods where we neither know nor need those who live next door. It’s not that our culture doesn’t care about the next guy, it’s that our focus in day to day living is almost entirely upon ourselves. This is a big challenge to face and overcome as we begin to follow Jesus Christ and become spiritually excellent Christians. Let’s see what we can learn from the Bigger Picture of what was happening in the time of Daniel-
God’s Redemptive Plan for Mankind:
Redemption in the Garden
Satan had won, deceived Adam and Eve, separated mankind from God through sin. But wait, God is doing something strange. God kills innocent animals to clothe them that they may survive outside Eden. Prophetic (clothed, put on the Lord Jesus Christ).

The Salvation of Noah’s Ark

In ten generations mankind has become so perverse that God’s heart is breaking. He will destroy man with a flood. But wait, there is one man who loves God and is leading his family in the Lord. Noah finds grace and is led of God to build the Ark. Prophetic (in Christ).
God’s promise to His friend Abraham

In another ten generations we meet Abraham known as the friend of God. God promises to make of Abraham a great nation and that ‘in you all nations of the earth will be blessed’, Prophetic (ultimately the Christ would come of Mary)
Abraham’s grandson Israel

Jacob in desperate need, wrestled with the Lord all night, I won’t let you go until you bless me. He received the name Israel, prophetic of his future offspring Jesus meaning ‘he will rule as God’.
12 Tribes, redemption through Moses

Israel’s had 12 sons, the 12 tribes of Israel, long story short the Exodus is about how God sent Moses to redeem the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, to pass through the Red Sea, to learn God’s laws on Sinai. The Prophet Moses is a clear type and foreshadowing of God’s redeemer for all mankind, Jesus Christ.
The Promised Land- Joshua –Judges –United Kingdom

The tribes received the promised land under the leadership of Joshua (another godly man who foreshadows Jesus in many ways, share same Hebrew name Jeshua), the Israelites follow the Lord as long as Joshua and the leaders of his generation are alive but then descend in to gross idolatry worshipping the perverse Canaanite gods to include temple prostitution and child sacrifice. The days recorded in the Book of Judges is a time when ‘every man did what was right in his own eyes’. At the end of this time God raises up David, Israel’s greatest earthly King and for the time of David’s reign and most of Solomon’s Israel is loyal to the Lord their God.

Divided Kingdom – Fall of Israel, Captivity of Judah

Solomon’s son is ruthless in taxation so the 10 northern tribes form their own Kingdom of Israel, the Southern two tribes are now known as the Kingdom of Judah.
Israel has 19 Kings all of whom lead their people in gross idolatry so that they will not go down to Judah to worship in God’s Temple. Around 700 BC God has had it with Israel and sends the Assyrians to defeat and remove them from the land. They never return, in history we refer to them as the ‘lost tribes’ of the house of Israel, their remnant was scattered worldwide.

Judah has 20 Kings, eight of them are godly men leading their people and at times restoring their people in worshipping the Lord. But the rest of the kings of Judah copy Israel and lead their people in gross idolatry. God’s sentence through His prophets of that time is clear: Judah is my chosen through whom I will bring the Christ but I am sending them to exile in Babylon for 70 years.
The Time of Daniel – Babylonian & Medio-Persians
It was Nebuchanezzer whom God used to defeat and captivate Judah, taking the people from the promised land to live in Babylonia. It was a punishment for idolatry, God’s bigger picture in reaching Nebuchanezzer with the truth was to provide captive Israel with a home where idolatry did not reign. God’s bigger picture in removing Belshazzar from the kingdom was to prevent Babylonia from sliding back into idolatry. The next King Darius was sympathetic towards Daniel, and finally King Cyrus (foretold by name 100’s of years earlier by Isaiah the prophet as being the restorer of Judah) commanded the people of Judah to return and rebuild the Temple of God in Jerusalem.
End Result

The end result of God’s bigger picture truth during this time of Daniel was that after this 70 year captivity, and during the rest of the Old Testament times, never again do we read about the people of Judah falling back in to idolatry, the remained, more or less true to God. And when the time of Christ arrived we see many of them hungry for God, ready for the Messiah, on the lookout for the Savior foretold of God so long ago and pictured in God’s interactions with His people in so many ways over the centuries. They ask of John the Baptist “are you the Christ?” and many follow Jesus.
So…there was a much bigger and simultaneous reason for God wanting Nebuchadnezzer to know the truth and for God wanting Belshazzar to walk in the truth he knew of.  Just as there are reasons bigger than us surrounding God’s work in our lives which affect our families, acquaintances, and nation.
Lesson #4- Telling the Whole Truth: God’s (big picture) truth prevails in spite of man’s effort to change it.
2 Peter 3:8-15 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Conclusion:
Hopefully we have seen today that: God places truth in our lives to aim us, as individuals and as nations in the right direction. 
As each of us receives the Lord’s salvation opening our lives to Him and letting Him work out His truth in us we will see His Kingdom come and His will being done here on earth as it is in Heaven.

By the way, ultimately as we learn about the whole truth, we make an important discovery: that truth is much more than just a tool in God’s toolbox. It is in fact a large part of God Himself.
Jesus told us:

John 14:1-6 "Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you know." 

Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?" 

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 

Is it any wonder then that God desires to place His truth, Jesus Christ, into our lives, for our benefit, our salvation, and to achieve His greatest desire?
Jesus said:

John 4:23-24 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth ; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth ." 
Pray
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