Jesus’ Family, the Church in 2012

(Current news of our world-wide family)

The following just begins to touch on the current state and status of our world-wide family of fellow believers. For a western Christian in our sheltered world to at least understand what others are going through for carrying the name of Jesus is an indispensable tool for understanding our own place in God’s history and keeping us focused on God’s purpose and the expansion of His message and salvation in this world. In addition, beyond prayer which is no doubt the most effective tool, there are many ways in which western Christians living in relative peace and prosperity can reach out a hand and make a difference in the lives of Christian families and individuals who face persecution, suffer loss or scorn, or whose lot and lack of opportunity seem a mountain compared to our own.
For more news visit: www.persecution.com
Photo of a typical Christian congregation in the developing world, could be anywhere planet earth (not typical in USA)-
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Mexico, Chiapas Region etc.: 
Chiapas is the southernmost state in Mexico. Since 1994, the Mexican government has fought against the Zapatista paramilitary group in Chiapas. Many of the marginalized Chiapan peasants are indigenous people descended from the Mayas.

Those who follow Catholicism blended with pagan rituals in the region resent evangelical Christians because they no longer participate in pagan rituals and refuse to contribute to town-wide parties that involve heavy drinking. Evangelicals present a threat to their control in the state. Christians face harassment from neighbors and from local political and religious leaders. They are often forcibly relocated out of communities.

In addition Christian outreach has flourished in greater Mexico creating many new ministries and small local congregations of new Christians. Often these new brothers and sisters lack opportunity for themselves and their families.
(Note: For the last 20 years, pre-dating New Life a bit, members of New Life have been and continue to travel yearly to one of the poorest regions of Mexico to assist in this effort. Our partnership has been with Foundation For His Ministry, through Youth With A Mission. FFHM operates many sites in Mexico including the area of Chiapas, for more information visit their website at: http://www.ffhm.org/our-ministries/our-locations/ )

Photo of the Mission Base in Oaxaca-
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(Also of note: New Life young adults, mainly associated with Sonoma State University Intervarsity Christian Fellowship, travel yearly to various mission fields often in the Caribbean and Latin America to work on projects which assist local churches and the poor.)
Nigeria: (Among other odds including lack of opportunity for the common man, the churches in Nigeria currently struggle under the threat of Boko Haram, a radical Muslim sect bent on murdering Christians to drive them out of Northern Nigeria.)
A Nigerian Christian leader who remains anonymous out of fear said, “We, the Christians in Nigeria, are facing the highest persecution in our history. We have never seen anything like this…These attacks are happening because the government has not taken proper measure (to stop the attacks). Our government has not done enough to protect us.”

He asks for prayer, saying “There is nothing above prayers so pray for us.”

Meanwhile, Rae Burnett, Africa director for the Christian Aid Mission group said that, "word came that native missionaries under siege last week had escaped from Muslim terrorist murderers, Gospel workers from another mission field called in to report that they are now under attack."

While some mission workers have said that some members of Boko Haram are turning to Christ, Boko Haram has made clear it wants Christians to leave northern Nigeria as it aims to establish a state based on Shariah, or Islamic, law.

As Americans look next week to celebrate our independence and our freedom, we should remember that we are indeed blessed. And we should pray for our brothers and sisters who face persecution for the simple fact that they love Jesus.

(Note: New Life does have member ties to three churches in Nigeria where assistance in the form of Micro-loans for farming and funds to rebuild destroyed churches have been effective.)
Photo of Recent Church attack-
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India: 
Teeming with people and carrying a long history of the worship of thousands of ‘gods’ and ‘demons’, India at times seems enslaved to rituals and built in cultural oppression of the poor (deemed untouchables), which was set up by the conquering Aryan’s over 3000 years ago. In 1990 the lowest of the low on the Hindu caste scale, named Dalits (the untouchables), rejected the Hindu religion in mass as an oppressive and unjust system. The caste system is officially outlawed in India but unofficially it is continues as the oppressive foundation of Hinduism. Of this 250 million strong people group many have responded and are responding to the Love of Christ in which they find out that they are actually valued and precious in the sight of God. The main mode all over India has been the establishment of small congregations, one at a time and expanding every year. The best methods have been to equip and send out native missionaries who are able to bear the harsh living conditions and interface with the people in their own language.

For further information read: ‘No longer a Slumdog’ by K.P. Yohannan, available through Gospel for Asia, www.gfa.org , Gospel for Asia equips and sends out thousands of native missionaries, establishes Bridge of Hope schools for Dalit and OBC (other backward caste, Sudras) children, provides Jesus wells for untouchables who are forbidden access to community wells.
(Note: New Life is a long term partner with Kerala Christ  Church Mission whose leaders John and Kunjama Gabriel have visited us a number of times. New Life along with 2-3 other US congregations has sent teams to India to work with KCCM in leadership training for their pastoral staff of some 30 churches, educator training for their large Christian school, assistance for their orphanage, and monetary assistance in establishing new congregations. New Life has a goal this year of providing $10,000 for a small Indian congregation led by one of their pastors to build upon property they own.)
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Small tale of Christian persecution India-
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Iran:

Though little is available through normal news channels due the repressive nature of the Iranian government and Islamic religious system, word does get out that many of the everyday Iranians have been fed up for years with their current systems and strict Islamic control. News comes from Elam ministries www.elam.com, and their partner- Advancing Native Mission, which supports native missionaries worldwide in a manner similar to Gospel for Asia (http://www.advancingnativemissions.info/main ).
For over twenty years Elam has supported the church in Iran. When the government closed down the Bible Society and made training impossible, Elam took on these responsibilities. And whenever persecution has been unleashed against the church, as has happened in recent months, Elam has spoken out for her to the free world. When tragically Christian leaders have been martyred, Elam has been there for the families.
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Iranian Believers can be subject to cruelty and more-
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Iraq: Whatever happened to the church in Iraq during our recent war and afterwards?
Iraqi Christians did not benefit much from the US lead war for regime change. Most fled for their lives to Syria (great place to be given the events in the new today), the Kurdish areas of Iraq, or wherever they could. Shite and Sunni Muslims have hated and persecuted one another for centuries over a religious disagreement about Mohammed’s grandson, however there is a group they hate more and that is any Christians or non-Muslims in their territory. As the USA has pretty strict rules regarding separation of Church and State, our government did not do much to protect the once large Christian population and their Muslim neighbors took advantage of the situation to murder and disposes their Christian countrymen, (under Saddam as bad as he was, there was relative peace between the religions). As Christians we know that not even a sparrow falls to the ground without God’s notice. Whatever His purposes in allowing the current disaster which has befallen our family in Iraq we can be sure it has strengthened those who remain. Look for news of them, consider prayers for them.

Photos, Christian’s in Iraq-
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This has been just a touch on the current state and status of our world-wide family of fellow believers.

Quite literally this listing could go on and on from country to country and area to area. The best resources for understanding the truly massive and strongly opposed work which God continues to bring forth in our world today through the Gospel of Jesus Christ are some of the very websites for organizations cited above. What is your role? How would God have you: living in the relative peace, security, and prosperity of modern America, get involved? At a minimum you can take the time to learn of your extended Christian family and pray for them. Potentially, though you may be just one person, you could involve yourself as the Lord leads with an established ministry or even team within New Life. It is our collective partnership in the Gospel of Jesus Christ which rescues the lost, provides assistance to the saved, and upholds our family in Christ during each generation of believers. May the Lord be able to look back on our moment under the sun (and the Son) with pleasure, having found us awake and engaged in what He has always been busy bringing forth for the salvation of mankind both in Petaluma and World-Wide. 
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