12/31/06, New Life Christian Fellowship
Good Morning, Introduce myself, my privilege to preach this morning.

The hope of a preacher. (Ez. 33:31-32)

So, Hopefully I’m bringing you a message appropriate for kicking off the new year instead of just closing out the old.
INTRODUCTION:

Let’s start with a familiar verse, the many know even if they have yet to embrace it.

(on overhead) John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

To Perish, apollumi (ap-ol'-loo-mee), meaning to destroy fully, destroy, die, lose, mar, perish.

Like it or not (from God’s perspective) mankind is perishing, both life and the scriptures teach us that we are separated from God because of sin and in desperate need of salvation.


The history of mankind as a whole is characterized by brutality and oppression.


This continues even in our day to the extent that even those nations who would oppose evil or right a wrong must do it with force.


Are the exceptions? Yes there are exceptions where small and great acts of kindness or charity have prevailed, these are usually linked to nations or individuals who have chosen to follow the Lord or at least to stand upon some of His principals.
This is the why of Jesus’ coming, to extend the hope of salvation to a lost and dying world. 

(Review the world yourself and see, whatever lands hold people with any prosperity, people who live in general law and order, people who practice some level of compassion and charity on/towards their fellow man, those are the lands where Christ has been named for generations. Your living in such a land. 
Yet we find other ways to perish, selfishness and worship of the material govern many hearts and souls relationships are abandoned in the name of happiness, we turn to substances to dull the pain of living, etc., etc., …..as a race we’re perishing)
It is because of God’s love that Jesus has come. 
Jesus’ personal mission in His own words: (on overhead)

Luke 19:10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." 

For this reason Christ came for us. For this reason He dwelt among us enduring the contradiction of mankind while teaching us the truth. For this reason He laid down His life and died on the cross for you and me, bearing God’s wrath and punishment for our sins. For this reason He rose from the dead and lives that we too through Him may be changed and live a new life.

The Old Testament prophet Isaiah was given this to foretell about the Christ:

From Isaiah 53

Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken. And they made His grave with the wicked — But with the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. 

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the transgressors. 

Mankind is perishing, Jesus has come to save.

Picture: Ocean, dark and angry, lighting, souls, it is the ocean of sin the great sea of the wickedness of man, it takes many forms but in one manner or another all the souls perish. But look, a boat and in it a figure, He’s reaching out His damaged hand explaining the simple Gospel of repentance (turn from sin) and salvation (take My hand) to those in the water, pulling into His boat anyone who will meet His grasp.
They all take His hand immediately don’t they? Surely the boat has room for all. 
(No I’m sad to say they don’t, I didn’t)

As you many know there are as many excuses as there are people. 

The boat is sufficient, but the ocean is vast, who will help in this task of salvation? Who is by the Lord’s side in this task reaching out as He directs, speaking His words and extending a hand to those yet perishing? 

It’s many of those who heard His voice, who took His hand, who got pulled into His boat, who began to follow His teachings, they’ve now returned to the gunwales to reach out their hand to add their voices and to work with Jesus in seeking and saving that which is lost.

Do they all understand this dire need of others right away?  That once they are in the boat they are to make it their life’s work to help Jesus get more people out of the water and into the boat?

(No they don’t all understand this right away, I didn’t, some need a bit of recovery first, I did, some have yet to understand the enormity of what it really means to be rescued and to now be secure for all eternity)
Never the less, Jesus has chosen that the bulk of His awesome task will depend upon His followers reaching out with Him. Jesus has commissioned all of His followers in this great task of redemption, in fact it is His command:

(on overhead) Matthew 28:18-20

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.

This great commission of Christ has been operative for 2000 years and is still going strong in our day and age. The two-fold effort of seeking those who are lost and bringing the saved into full discipleship that they might participate in the same. This is really the heart of what Church and Christianity are all about.
I’m interested Gordon, you have my attention now, 
(the preacher in me really hopes that I do)
perhaps you see yourself in some shade of what I have been presenting?

Are you still in the water? Are you in the boat? Are you busy working with the Master? Would it help to understand those still in the water? To understand yourself? To get some specifics about this task?
THE GAP: (Big Lettering, on overhead)
I get to take this morning and tell you all a story, and along with the story to lead you in some discovery regarding life as an Ambassador of Christ in this world.

For truly, it is in the capacity of Ambassadors that we who are saved are then sent out:
2 Corinthians 5:20-21 (on overhead)

Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

The great commission, which we read from Matthew 28, was not the first time that God has sought for those who know Him to go to those who don’t. Some 2600 years ago the Lord revealed His dilemma with this through the Prophet Ezekiel.

Now some fear what they see as the God of the Old Testament, but in the OT we really see the heart of God revealed, the heart of this one who ‘so loved the world’.
At Creation, before the flood, Let my people go, The ten commandments, Seek me, why will you die?
Ezekiel 22:29-30 (on overhead) (2600 years ago but it could be talking about today)
The people of the land have used oppressions, committed robbery, and mistreated the poor and needy; and they wrongfully oppress the stranger. So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.

God desires to reach and save sinful man, God looks to His people for those who will stand in this Gap between Himself and the lost.
As Christians we rise with enthusiasm, yes Lord send me! To the gunwales, every hand out, every voice raised!
But as enthusiasm settles we are left with questions:

Who/What/Where/How/When/Why?

Followed by our common fears:

But will they receive me?

What will happen if I witness or preach or simply live openly as a Christian?

Will God protect me?

It’s often for a lack of answering these questions and for a continuance in fears that the progress of the Kingdom of God stops, both back in Ezekiel’s time as well as in ours.
My testimony, (up to Salvation)
Many are just like I was, conflicts and confusion within
Notice that some tried to tell me, to stand in the Gap, in my case by direct approach, by strategic placement of the Bible. There are many ways, God uses people uniquely.
God was at work in me, be assured of this that He is at work in those you witness to.
God’s view souls are worth it, we mustn’t be afraid to go to the lost, to stand in the gap
(What is going to happen next?)

My testimony, (Deliverance from drugs up to connecting me to Church)
Ignorance, (acknowledge Petra) my starting place, God’s leading 

Need for acceptance, People coming new to Christ, filled with old habits, ignorance, bad doctrine, bad experiences, again Christians stood in the gap for me, man on bus, Pastor, Church members. We were not despised but accepted, this is something all of you can do (beggars and bread don’t forget to go out of your way to the others)
God does not cut off quickly but has long patience, He nurtures, He accepts, He helps (a bruised reed, smoking flax, justice to victory)
Communion

My testimony, Beyond the initial stages of faith (inner healing, ministry enablement, outward dirty habits first to go then inner issues, forgiveness/restitution, reconciliation with parents)
Many participated in my growth (used their spiritual gifts, stood in the remaining gaps)

If there is one thing that characterizes American culture it is: Self Focus

Build one another up
Break off judgment, position, boasting, pride, self-importance

These have no place in the Christian or the Church fellowship

Encourage: open up to one another in the church, we all have problems, honor the sharing (no gossip) pray and encourage.

To God I was a soul worth saving, He sought me, He looked for me, He used people to do it.
The world makes barriers to protect itself

Prejudices: Jesus overstepped these and He still does, seeking and saving

Fears: 

1. The Lord has told us that He is with us always so we are never alone.

2.  The Lord has already promised that there would be persecution at some level so we can stop being afraid of that possibility as well.
Use barriers as your call to disagree with the world, step over with Jesus, let Him step over the prejudices and fears in you and reach out that hand in whatever way the Lord leads you to.
“…I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land…”
At your workplace, in your neighborhoods, in your school, are you living openly as a Christian?

Through the acts that Jesus would do, through the love that Jesus would show? Do people know what you believe?
My workplace probably typical, many just do not seem to care,
But….when their life is in crisis, and God who loves them will bring them into crisis… when they are down and hurting… 

When their questions begin to replay over and over, They don’t go to the people of this world to get answers, they go to the Christians that they know.

In the Church, have you begun to grow up as a follower of Jesus? 

All who would really follow Jesus must engage themselves in their own recovery,

All who would really follow Jesus must engage themselves in their own spiritual growth and development as a ministering disciple, hand outstretched to those perishing.

What is your story?

It is a daily work of God in me to go from fear to boldness.

From self controlled to Spirit lead.
This is our time in the Son, our place, our days in history

May the Lord not say of us those fateful words of Ezekiel 22:29-30, “I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one.”

It’s our family members and neighbors and our fellow workers who are perishing, they are bound in beliefs and unbelief, separate from God and the salvation of our Christ,
As the Scripture says: ‘having no hope and without God in this world’ (Eph 2:12)

It is our Jesus who is seeking to save the lost, as many as will come
We who know the Lord are safe, the world cannot change our future, 
(being called to extend our hand, not to jump back into the water)
Now is the time to risk or rather to trust the Lord and follow His lead.
Preach the word, share the teachings of Jesus, offer your prayers, minister as God makes you able, share, encourage, give of your time talents treasure.

Stand in the gap between God and those who are perishing without Him.

Stand in the gap for those new to the faith accepting, welcoming, including, extending yourself on their behalf.

Above all, spend regular time on your knees with God letting Him show you your part in seeking and saving that which is lost and in making disciples of those who get saved.

This is where the questions depart from fears and become legitimate: 

Who Lord? How Lord? What Lord? Where Lord? When Lord? Why Lord?

Never fret over how the Lord will use you, He’ll probably want to stretch you some, your faith new experience.
Will everyone you share your faith with or extend yourself towards receive you?

Nope they won’t, but God will use it in their life anyway, He’s seeking them not you, your already found.

Will you lose your job if you live outwardly as a Christian and extend yourself regularly as a person of faith? 

Start with working like a Christian first, diligence, making boss successful, others first.

Will you be rejected by your family or community?

Maybe, but God will use it in their lives anyway, He’s seeking them not you, your found.

Will God protect you from all harm?
Maybe and maybe not.

For those who have yet to take His hand:

Your at the crossroads of your life, perhaps you have been checking out Jesus and what it means to be a Christian, I hope I’ve clarified some of that for your today.

It will require repentance on your part, a willingness to turn from being your own Lord and the master or rather destroyer of your life, turning yourself to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of your life.

It will mean surrender on your part, the surrender of your will and ways to God’s will and ways.

I offer you hope, God sought me and made His Gospel offer, as I took His hand He saved me and began His work of transformation. He will do the same for you, He Himself has sent me to tell you this today.
2 Corinthians 5:20-21

Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 

Let’s Pray

Offer prayer ministry
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