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Maturity into the fullness of Jesus Christ
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God in us, our tutor

Today: The New Commandment for My New Life
Prayer:
1 Timothy 2:8 I desire therefore that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting;

NKJV

The New Commandment for My New Life

(Remind them of the New Life notes)

John 13 starts: Jesus knew that His hour had come
If I your Lord and Master, Example of servant leadership one last time (towel/basin, washed feet)

Jesus reveals His betrayal, Judas departs.
The events of His death now in motion, Jesus starts to communicate His departure, then…

John 13:34

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

Our focus for today, substance and implications

------------------------------
It is a New Commandment but…First and foremost it is a commandment, not a Holy Suggestion.
If I your Lord and Master (every right to command )
Do people need to be commanded to Love?

Jesus holds and expectation of us, when we don’t there is a name for that (Sin)


The Commandments of God according to Jesus:
Matthew 5:17-19

"Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

Many of the OT commandments have been fulfilled by Jesus, 

God’s moral laws still stand, basis of orderly societies/families

His New Commandment has an everlasting quality
-------------------------------


It is a New Commandment but…It is not given with the primary intent of being reduced to just another law.

Even in Jesus day people held the mistaken belief that salvation came from obeying the law and that the forgiveness of God was for balancing my good against my bad. (Example of the Pharisees)
Let’s take a moment and put that belief to rest, finds no place among Christians.

The Apostle Paul, originally a Pharisee of the Pharisees, addressed in the NT, many places
Romans 3:19-23

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law , that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
Galatians 3:21-22 Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law. But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.
Ephesians 2:8-10 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

all are sinners, all are dead, the dead cannot bring the dead to life, but God can do it
John 1:17

For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 

Even among men being gracious is seen as a step farther than what is required.

Usually gets recognized.

Grace, Greek word Charis stands in contrast to law (legality) or requirement or debt

It is the friendly disposition from which the kindly act proceeds, graciousness, loving-kindness, goodwill generally, there is a freeness and universality to God’s grace, His redemptive mercy (God does not owe us salvation)

Law, Grace and Truth, Psalm 51:6 Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts
Resist the propensity to reduce God’s calling, commandments, word into just a list of rules.

This new commandment of Christ is not just another law or rule, there’s no intent to burden or load more requirements upon men, this command clarifies and expands on the Grace of God by which we are saved. 

Many years later John would also write:

1 John 3:23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment

-------------------------------------------
It is a New Commandment in clarifying the object of love, one another.
You’d think this would be a no brainer, God commands us to love, how could whom be unclear?

Luke 10:25-29

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" He said to him, "What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?" So he answered and said ,"'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,' and 'your neighbor as yourself.'" And He said to him, "You have answered rightly; do this and you will live."  But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor ?" 

This Lawyer was part of the current legal/religious system of the day which the Romans had left in power over the Jewish people.
Whether Pharisee or Sadducee both groups felt threatened by Jesus’ new teachings of either forgiveness apart from legal perfection or of hope in eternal life, as well as His miraculous proofs that He was indeed sent by God.

Both groups sent people to test and challenge Jesus with hard questions.

Like most Israelites of his time this Lawyer knew the two main commandments from the Law of God.

Knew them as laws, but apparently did not want the one about neighbors to cramp his lifestyle too much, let’s limit that one, Lord define…neighbor….?
Do you see how the commands of God go so much deeper than law?

It has to be down here (heart) inside us, it’s natural for God but because of sin it’s not natural for us.
Who is my neighbor? 
Legalism, personal rights, and a selfish desire to be justified clouded this man’s vision.

Like the limitations of a blind man, the works which God wanted to do through this man’s life were limited.

For you and I the farther we follow Jesus, yielding to His Spirit, saying yes Lord instead of insisting on our own ways, the more natural and down in the heart the commandments of God become.

So Jesus clarified, your love is to be towards one another (not so easily misinterpreted by the selfish)
God’s older commandments are sort of like the founding fathers of our nation, didn’t spell out every detail, never thought we would find so many selfish ways to re-interpret the constitution.
By the way: this particular commandment comes with an entire instruction manual found in the rest of the NT always connected to the phrase ‘one another’

We may not question the scope of what God means (one another all inclusive)

But we may legitimately ask, How Lord? How do I love one another? 

Here is a short list from the New Testament: (I’ll skip chapter and verse)

(list)
------------------------------------------
It is a New Commandment in actual substance. 

The substance of this commandment, the driving force behind it,  that which breathes life into it making it ever so much more than a just another task or requirement is the part about:

As I have loved you!

John 13:34

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

Paul the Apostle, original missionary, writer of much of the NT
Galatians 2:20

I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.

----------------------------------------
He loved me, He gave Himself for me (Paul knew this, we know this too), 
you and I were even a generation yet to be born (He loved us and gave Himself for us)
So much could be said of the sacrifice of Christ, today it brings our attention back to the commandments of God

For the Cross of Jesus Christ is both foreshadowed and reflected in the two greatest commandments of God’s OT Law, the cross of Jesus is a cross of self-sacrifice, the place where His life was poured out for you and for me, at the same time His obedience to the greatest laws adds the very Substance which God’s commands were intended to produce.

Let’s read: (Once again, as at other times Jesus is tested, now by those wily Pharisees)
Matthew 22:34-40

But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?" Jesus said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 

Love the Lord your God, the greatest commandment is to bring yourself into and remain in full relationship with God your Heavenly Father, that vertical relationship between a person and their God.

And the second greatest is like it, the horizontal relationship between one person created in the image of God and another also created in that same image, a person is to love their neighbor to the extent that they care for the other as much as they care for them self. 

Do you see what these relationships are intended to form?

Is this not what Jesus has done? 

He First gave His all in His love for Father God

Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son…
Second, He sacrificed on our behalf to save us from our sin and it’s ultimate consequence.
2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor , that you through His poverty might become rich. 

Lest we count it an easy task, remember His words in the garden, Father….not my will…
Philippians 2:8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

------------------------------------
Returning to where we started today, the events leading up to Jesus’ giving us the New Commandment, washed their feet and asked a question:

Reading from-

John 13:12-17 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 
You see, the call of Christ is a call to follow. A call to live and to do as He has done.
Mark 8:34-38

When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples also, He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross , and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels." 
Come after me, do as I have done, live as I have lived, deny yourself, take up your cross and follow Me. 

Sounds like a mighty steep calling. Those who have been on this path for some time will tell you that there is joy but it is not always easy going, it wasn’t for our Lord and Master either.

Take up your cross. You may or may not have heard various opinions about what that means, cross of suffering? at times, bearing the difficulties that come my way? Yes of course, but suffering and difficulties don’t come close to defining the fullness of life Jesus came to bring us. 

Take up your cross, give yourself fully to loving (and being loved by) the Lord your God
Give yourself fully to loving your neighbor as you love yourself, 

Who is my neighbor? One another is your neighbor.

Then as with Christ your obedience to the greatest laws will add the very Substance which God’s commands were intended to produce, that you and the others He has brought into your life will be loved and so fulfilled.
--------------------------------
Well these are all good intentions, no more! they are even the commandments of God.

But…this all goes completely against the grain of my nature!
You’ll  remember that in this sermon series Pastor Ron has spent a few weeks teaching us of our need to put off our old nature with it’s habits and appetities and to put on the new nature which every born again Christian has received from the Lord.

In order for us to really embrace the substance of Christian Love we have to get down into our souls where the real struggle between new life and old death takes place on a daily basis.
The Propensity for:

All humans have powerful propensities for Self Justification (Lord define …neighbor?)
Hide and point.
We have the propensity To Not Get Involved  (just pass by on the other side)
We all hold a certain sense of Self Importance, Position supposedly in the eyes of others
An over active Sense of Justice can get in the way (they don’t deserve it)
Anger or Unforgiveness is like that too (let ‘em suffer)
What about My Personal Rights ? 
We  really want grace for ourselves, especially from God, but as sinners we don’t readily extend it to others. 
Brothers and Sisters it’s a true saying that we can measure the depth to which we are out of joint with God’s Spirit in regards to Jesus New Commandment by how we react when called upon to assist someone else with ‘their’ problem in a time of inconvenience.

Yet we are all very glad when we find that God is not like that towards us.

So many propensities drive the human soul, but when we look at it, though we are often bound to these by fears, no Christian wants these, 
Problem: These don’t lead us to Life.
Personally I would really like to be rid of these, even 30 years into following Jesus I still have to duke it out with my old nature little or much every day, sadly I have to admit there are some areas of relationships most important to me where I have not yet overcome, where my fears and propensity for self justification get the better of me.
It’s a lifelong journey but these things must be challenged, cast out, replaced with the grace of God.

-------------------------------------------
Now let’s turn our attention to some
Examples of the Grace of God:

The Good Samaritan towards the injured Jew.

Injured man was Jewish, Samaritans hated and despised by the Jews
Joseph in deciding how to put Mary away.
In those days betrothal was the beginning of marriage, Joseph had a problem, Joseph also had rights under the law of God.

Matthew 1:18-21Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins." 

God Himself towards backsliding Israel.
Jeremiah 3:6-7 The Lord said also to me in the days of Josiah the king: "Have you seen what backsliding Israel has done? She has gone up on every high mountain and under every green tree, and there played the harlot. And I said, after she had done all these things, 'Return to Me.' But she did not return.

Jeremiah 3:12 Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say: 'Return, backsliding Israel,' says the Lord; 'I will not cause My anger to fall on you. For I am merciful,' says the Lord; 'I will not remain angry forever. 

Paul and the redemption of Sosthenes.

Many a time during Paul’s missionary journeys he was flogged, beaten, even stoned

On this day in Corinth he was again dragged before the Romans and accused

Acts 18:17 Then all the Greeks took Sosthenes , the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. 

It was a change Sosthenes had not counted upon, but most likely it was the start point of His New Life.
I’m speculating now because we are not told the details but picture the scene, (a hand extends)

How do I know that some such act of grace and love happened?

In the very first verse of the NT book of 1st Corinthians the writers of the letter are introduced:
1 Corinthians 1:1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes  our brother,

In calling us to love one another as He has loved us, the Lord has even called us to love those who treat us the worst: 
Matthew 5:43-48

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

In ending the story of the man who fell among thieves, Jesus turned to the lawyer and asked:
Luke 10:36-37

So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?" And he said, "He who showed mercy on him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise”
As these are the examples of scripture and the teachings of Jesus for the extreme examples of how to love your enemy, shall we not also practice the grace and love of God by extending ourselves in our daily interaction with others?

Reading from:

1 Corinthians 13:4-7 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

As I was searching for a way to express the day to day manner of Jesus love for His disciples during His time on earth, I came across this little piece in the Puritan Matthew Henry’s 17th Century Commentary:

Of all the instances of Christ's love to his disciples, which they had already experienced during the time he went in and out among them. He spoke kindly to them, concerned himself heartily for them, and for their welfare, instructed, counseled, and comforted them, prayed with them and for them, vindicated them when they were accused, took their part when they were run down, and publicly owned them to be dearer to him that his mother, or sister, or brother. He reproved them for what was amiss, and yet compassionately bore with their failings, excused them, made the best of them, and passed by many an oversight. Thus he had loved them, and just now washed their feet; and thus they must love one another, and love to the end.
---------------------------------------

Communion:

Bread and Wine remembrance of Christ

Examine ourselves without wrath, without doubting

If not comfortable let it pass, in any case spend some time with God
Lastly, It is a New Commandment that comes with promise and will yield God’s intended result.

John 13:34-35

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

By this all will know!

Love is: The Bumper Sticker or Tee Shirt of the Christian Life

You know the story: (Woman & Bumper Stickers)

All will know that you belong to Jesus if you love one another, is that scary? 
It sure cuts across any other identity we have striven to maintain before men. 
Let it. 
We are called to peace and patience with all men, if they exclude us for awhile because we are outwardly Christian then so be it (more typically they will say, that’s nice for you) but who do they seek when they come to that dark place in life?


This is the New Commandment for your New Life.
For those of us who believe, let’s know that the Lord Jesus is calling us out farther than we have ever gone before and much much farther than you or I would ever choose for ourselves. 
He’s calling us into a life of self denial, self sacrifice. From His own words in Luke 19:10 we know that Jesus has one purpose: To seek and to save that which is lost. You and I are  not lost anymore, we are found, our heaven, our eternity is secure. He’s calling us to take up our cross and become that fragrance of God towards a lost world, it’s done through love expressed by grace and truth in the inward parts.
For those who are still seeking the truth about God and Christ, let me encourage you, God has brought you here today becuase there is real substance & real life found in Jesus, (far beyond the mere mechanics of dead religion). His full work is the greatest work imaginable, if you are willing He will take you out of sin, out of fear, out of the lostness/emptiness/confusion that hallmarks solitary human life.

He places the solitary in His family giving us new hearts and a new Spirit calling you out of your self centered past and into an abundance of life in harmony with Himself. Why would God the Father send Jesus to do this? Simple: He loves you.
Closing Prayer (Invite: Lifting Holy Hands, without wrath without doubting)

Substance

Page 9 of 10

