The Unexpected Interruption

Introduce ourselves, married about 30 years, children mostly adults now, been with NL since 1998, our privilege to preach & share today. 
Hopefully we get to open up the new year instead of just closing down the old.

(New Life Notes)
There are two main reasons why a person would not want to know about the Gospel of Jesus Christ:

First, because they don’t know a Christian (they’ve never seen the Gospel with skin on and operative in someone’s life in a manner that would have them take notice and consider it for themselves.)

Second, because they dooo know a Christian (what they have seen in the behaviors and actions of those they understand to be Christians they believe to be obvious hypocrisy and who would want anything to do with that?)

John 3:16-17, For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 

The enormity of being saved, of knowing that I am reconciled to God, of having my sins covered my wickedness forgiven, the security of heavenly citizenship
(Oh the power of when this new reality dawns upon the saved soul!)
From the words of King David:

Psalm 32:1-2, Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

This is the Gospel of our salvation, the good news of New Life through Jesus. 

God’s great unexpected interruption for each life.
The Preacher or Christian who shares the Gospel never lacks in words or material to do it with, here is a quick tour using but a few scriptures:

header (THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST:)
John 8:34, Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin

Romans 3:23, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

Romans 6:23, For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Mark 1:14-15, Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel." 

header (ARE WE NOT SENT?)
Paul would write in his letter to the Romans that the Gospel is: ‘the power of God unto salvation for all who believe’ Later in the same book he would add a series of questions:

Romans 10:14-15a, How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent?

But….are we not sent, you and I, Dear Christians? Jesus has sent us with the good news we have received, to unexpectedly interrupt the lives of those who do not yet know it.
Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

John 20:21-23 So Jesus said to them again, "Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I also send you." And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 

Ministries and modes of outreach will differ with the person sent and the situation.

God stretches all of His children, but for the most part He aligns our tasks with our abilities and what should be our renewed personalities in Christ.

Pastor Ron last week, key roles, supportive roles.

All called to fulfill key roles in some lives and God counts on us to do our part.

Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

We are to make no mistake, all of us are sent to share the Gospel of life with a lost and dying world.

Various Christian teachings over the years have stressed over and over that it will not be what we say to people that will win their souls to Christ but it will be what we do, how they see us actually live and react to life.

This teaching is true in principle. (Don’t know, or Doo know) 

But we are not to take this as license to never verbalize our hope in Christ to anyone. 

That has never been the Lord’s intention.

TESTIMONY:

In a sense it is our turn to verbalize the Gospel today, we get to tell you a story, about God’s Unexpected Interruption of our lives and also about the people He sent to do it.

Our hope is that it speaks to those who have chosen to follow Jesus about being sent as well as being a witness and message to those of you who are still checking out this Jesus thing to see if it is for you.
Gordon: Family of origin (no God), through divorce of parents, life decision to close myself up.
Petra: Family of origin through salvation, tent mission, God used (mother, nuns), discipled but left hungry, Read Bible, faithful in Christ
Gordon: Early involvement with drugs, escalated, wasted life, those God sent, ran away to Army/Germany, God’s conviction, the Bible and saving visit from Jesus
Petra: Age 14 Mother’s death, uprooted, alcohol and hard drug use, friend tried to get me to church
Praise to God, He had pursued us individually, He had sent Christians for us in various ways, mostly verbal sharing, some important passive acts like placing the Bible, I think about the supportive role people who must have been involved in the tent mission .

We had different reactions to these ministrations but God was using it overall and I want to assure you that whatever it may look like from where you are standing God is using and will use your witness and works for the lost who He places in your lives.

If you could have seen either of us at this time, you would not think God was at work.

Souls are worth it to God and He goes out of His way both to interrupt and send His people to interrupt lives, we mustn’t be afraid to extend ourselves in Christian words and deeds.

Gordon: First thought ‘what is going to happen next?’, the mask removed, read NT, no church no Christians just Jesus, continued drug use(got worse), asking God for a wife, met Petra
Petra: Moved out age 18, Abandoned by boyfriend, suicide attempt, Recovery and return to hard drug use, met Gordon
Gordon: Marriage, depth of the junkie lifestyle (slavery) soldier’s duties, 2 years, despair and desire for freedom, asked God’s help, my corner of the gutter
Petra: Marriage, depth of the junkie lifestyle, despair and desire for freedom, gave God permission, resisting the devil, Angelic visitation
Gordon: Those God sent (my father’s/stepmother’s prayers), we tried to quit, God’s plan for breaking addiction, our return to America
Petra: leaving homeland, passing physical by God’s grace, seemed like it would be a fresh start, hard to feel that I fit in
Gordon: Yet a fool (party money away), wake up get a job, wake up go to school, the bus and the Bible, Mormons (Petra was sent to prevent this), Our first Church (acceptance)
Petra: Rapid changes, lots of new people, our first church, life changes because of our firstborn son, stopped smoking Pot&Cigarettes
Praise to God, for His patience with us, for His interruption of our lives (let’s take these two lost causes and put them together). God knew exactly what we needed, which direction we need to be steered and who to send.
Why did God bother with us? (death, imprisonment)

We had a great need for Christian acceptance, True of people coming new to Christ: filled with old habits, ignorance, bad doctrine, bad experiences, not necessarily identifiable as Christians yet.
God interrupted, sent people and He visited us: man on the street, the Angel, prayers of my parents, Petra’s prior understanding of Christianity, man on bus, our new Pastor, Church members. 
We were not despised but accepted, this is something all of you can do (beggars and bread don’t forget to go out of your way to the others)

God does not cut off quickly but has long patience, He nurtures, He accepts, He sticks with, He helps (a bruised reed, smoking flax)

This is part of His Gospel calling and sending
Gordon: So now we were part of a church, learning the word of God, worshiping God, starting a family, raising up our children in the faith, so all was well, right?

Once God had us in a place where we could grow He almost immediately set in to make changes.
Petra: Work on reconciliation with parents, forgiveness, spiritual counseling, seminars, Learning & gathering info & practicing what we learned
Gordon: God wanted to challenge core of our sin natures, have us face the reasons why we had been destroying ourselves in the first place, reconciled with those we had wronged, begin to learn to serve the Lord instead of ourselves
CONCLUSION:

Perhaps at a future time we’ll get to speak about these things in more depth.

Many participated in our growth, pastors, counselors, individual Christian friends (used their spiritual gifts, stood in the remaining gaps)

As the Bible says: one plants, another waters, and God reaps the harvest (saved souls, lives changed)

As God was working on our healing He was also beginning to use us in the lives of others, that’s the way it is in the Kingdom of God.
We still have a long way to go but the path definitely evens out the farther you go in Christ.

If there is one thing that characterizes the American culture it is: Self Focus

But this is not to be so among Christians: 
In the Church- Build one another up, break off judgment, personal position, boasting, pride, self-importance

These have no place in the Christian or the Church fellowship

Seek the Lord, find and take your place in reaching the lost and developing the saved, remember that God will have both Key and Supportive roles for you to play in the affecting the lives of others.

Toward those who have yet to believe- live openly as honest Christians in this world, your neighborhoods, towards unsaved friends and family, in the workplace, reconcile if need be to get the ball rolling, trust God when you share the Gospel and what He has done in your lives, He knows how to use it. (Promise: Word never returns void)
Has there been a time in your life when you made the decision to believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ? His death on the cross was not incidental, nor simply the reaction of an angry world, it was more. As the scripture teaches: He was sent of God to bear your sins, to carry your iniquities, to accept the punishment on your behalf so that through placing faith in Him you might be reconciled to God. Have you received this opening the door of your life for Jesus to enter in as Lord and Savior?
Good works and religious observance are great but they won’t save you, salvation is not something sinners can earn, it’s a gift which God freely extends to those who will take it.

GOD’S SALVATION:

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.

Romans 10:8-13 But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame." For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. For "whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."  

The Lord will interrupt your lives, many of you are here because He is interrupting or has interrupted your lives with the Gospel. It starts when you believe in God’s offer of salvation through Jesus. The interruption continues throughout a Christian’s life as God leads us to perform the works and speak the words of His agenda of personal discipleship and participation in the salvation and discipleship of others.
There is no higher calling, no greater effort or cause underway in our world, than the salvation of souls before they meet their God.
My prayer is that the Lord will find in us of New Life Christian Fellowship Petaluma a group of believers through whom He can freely bring His will.

We want to thank you for listening, Offer Prayer
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