The Meaning of Christmas

Christmas a conjunction: Title-Christ, thing-mas

Mass> from Roman Catholic tradition- celebration of Eucharist or Communion (Lord’s Supper)

We are gathered here to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ in effect to hold:‘Christ-mass’

So holding ‘mass’ tells us what we are doing here, if we can take one step further and understand the meaning of the title Christ and the name Jesus Christ then our meaning of Christ-mass will be complete.

------

The title Christ comes to us from New Testament Greek, being the same as the Jewish title: Messiah. Both literally mean ‘the anointed one’ in effect the one who has been chosen and appointed by God.

Joseph (who he was) (Mary was also a descendant of David)


Joseph’s dilemma…

Matt 1:20-21

20 But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins."

NKJV

….because He will save His people from their sins.

Now the ancients in the Bible referred to God as Elohim (God) or El Shaddai (God Almighty)

Moses took his curiosity about God to the next level (I AM) Yahweh-Jehovah literally:  the existing one.

Throughout the Old Testament this name Jehovah is used together with other words to help us understand who God is and what He is like. (David PS 23, Jehovah Rohi, I AM is a shepherd to me.) Other passages show us that I AM is-peace, or righteousness, the one who sanctifies us, our healer, our provider, our banner, ever present with us.

The name Jesus> Yeshuah>Jehoshuah literally means I AM the one who saves or the existing one saves. 

Joseph….. “you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.”

Combining this name and the title we have:


Jesus Christ


I AM the savior who is chosen


I AM the one chosen to save (the Christ, the Messiah)

----------

Why did God appoint a Savior, what is it that needs saving?

Well, it’s us.

We know from the scriptures that God was originally delighted in His creation of mankind. (In His image)

We also know from the scriptures and from our own experience that mankind departed from relationship with God chosing selfishness instead.

The selfish nature is inherited so that we are not born into this world in fellowship with God but in selfish rebellion against Him.

Rom 3:10-18

"There is none righteous, no, not one;  

11 There is none who understands;

There is none who seeks after God.  

12 They have all turned aside;

They have together become unprofitable;

There is none who does good, no, not one."  

13 "Their throat is an open tomb;

With their tongues they have practiced deceit";

"The poison of asps is under their lips";  

14 "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness."  

15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood;  

16 Destruction and misery are in their ways;  

17 And the way of peace they have not known."  

18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."  

NKJV

Rom 3:23

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

NKJV

An event of salvation is required for each of us to be reconciled to God our heavenly Father, that event requires payment which God knows we cannot pay and so He has raised up for us a  Savior, Jesus Christ (the one chosen to save).

---------

From the beginning of history recorded in the Old Testament God consistently revealed mankinds need for rescue and salvation:


When Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden…


Through the OT laws and rules of forgiveness of sin….


Revealed in Judges and Kings whom God raised up during desperate times….

After the flood god chose a family and gave Abram a promise…..

The promise expanded to Abraham’s decendents through King David…..

 Each of the Old Testament prophets spoke in some way or other revealing from God that a Savior, the Messiah, was coming for both the Jews and all people. All could look forward trusting God in the hope of His coming.

We read in the New Testament Gospels of people who were still waiting 400 years after the last Old Testament writings.

Gal 4:4-5

4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.

NKJV

----------

What would this Savior do, what were His claims, what did He have to say about Himself?

Before I close I want to read a selection of the sayings of Jesus from the New Testament.

You may notice that these will also take us right back to the name of God revealed when Moses so boldly asked….. (I AM that I AM).

John 10:8-10

 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

NKJV

John 6:34-35

 35 And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.

NKJV

John 10:10-11

 11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep.

NKJV

John 10:13-15

 14 I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. 

NKJV

John 11:24-26

 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?"

NKJV

John 8:12

12 Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life." 

NKJV

John 14:5-6

 6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 

NKJV

(On one occasion James and John were offended……)

Luke 9:55-56

55 But He turned and rebuked them, and said, "You do not know what manner of spirit you are of. 56 For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save them." 

NKJV

(Jesus travels took Him to the Samaritian town of Sychar where He met a woman at a well……woman’s life revealed…..her response:)

John 4:24-26

 25 The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When He comes, He will tell us all things." 26 Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He." 

NKJV

John 4:28-30

28 The woman then left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, 29 Come, see a Man who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the Christ?" 

NKJV

John 4:40-42

40 So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of His own word. 42 Then they said to the woman, "Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world." 

NKJV

We are tonite to hold mass, to celebrate God’s gift to man of Jesus Christ, the Savior Who is chosen, the One chosen to save.

On this Christ-mass I join the woman at the well…..come

As you come to Jesus and receive from God the salvation He has for you, you will be able to join the townsfolk……
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