What would it be like?
· Dragged from my prayers by a mob.

· All my friends forsake me.

· Being falsely accused and then condemned for who I really am.

· Getting slapped, punched, spit upon and much worse.
Now imagine this: I knew ahead of time that this was coming, I even knew the details of what was going to happen to me AND I had the power to stop it. 
What motivated Jesus to submit to this torture and death when He could have called twelve legions of angels to rescue Him?

· He was motivated by the Joy set before Him. Hebrews 12:2b Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

What Joy could possibly motivate someone to submit to such suffering? Jesus Christ the Lamb of God had the joy of knowing the end result:
Revelation 7:9-10, 13-17After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, saying ,"Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 

Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?" 

And I said to him, "Sir, you know."

So he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 
· The Joy Jesus had to hold onto was all about you and me. The joy of His believers, even of the countless ones like us who were yet to come.

· Ephesians 5:25b-27 reads: just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her,  that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word,  that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.
· John 3:16 reads: For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
· Galatians 2:20b reads: I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.
