Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

Zealous vs Obedience

Greek lesson: Zealous

Zelos, ie heat, figuratively: a jealousy or fervency in either a good or bad sense.


Galatians 4:18 But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and not only when I am present with you.

Religious (Zelos) is not what God wants.


Romans 10:1-3 Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.

Zestos, to be hot 

Rev 3:15-17 "I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 

Both from Zeo, to be hot, fervent


Rom 12:10-11 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;

What is it that brings forth this kind of zeal? (Love)


He first loved us. (the vertical relationship)

In our Titus scripture: Jesus’ special people ‘zealous for good works’ (sharing God’s love with others, the horizontal relationships) Do they have reason to be? (review it)


Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

Passion (a buzz word of the ‘90s and new Millenium)

How has this worked out in my own life?

As we read the NT do we see Jesus being zealous?

Patience, Endurance, Confidence

James 1:2-4 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

Hebrews 10:36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise

Philippians 1:6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ

I have had need for Patience, Endurance, Confidence in God (loving trust).

Do we see Jesus as someone who walked in Patience, Endurance, Confidence?

Obedience

True zeal is carried forward and acted out, with patience, through obedience.


faith without works is dead, zeal without obedience is dead

Looking at obedience we run into the question of what does God want? What are those ‘good works’ I am supposed to do.

The Word and the Spirit

The basis of it all—Love

Matthew 22:34-40 But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?" Jesus said to him, " 'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets." 

John 13:34-35 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

Seek specifics, don’t walk in blind zeal. We need God’s plan.

How has this worked out in my own life?

What about Jesus? We see the zeal, we see the love, was this connected to obedience?

Hebrews 5:8though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.

Bringing it full circle, connecting obedience to Zeal

What will we need in order to build up our zeal for the Lord and His good works? 

How will our love for Him and His love in us for others stay hot?

How do I break out in God when I just don’t feel like it? 

How do I do what I know to be right when it ain’t gonna be any fun?

To continue burning and remain hot a fire needs to be fed.

John 4:34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.

Zeal (with Patience) through Obedience (with Knowledge) does God’s will and feeds my soul making me more Zealous.

Communion (use as an example, a good work to be zealous of)

1 Corinthians 11:23-32

For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me." In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He comes. 

Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world.

